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Reps. Adams, Williams, Underwood
Introduce Bill Investing in Endometriosis
Research and Support

WASHINGTON, DC—Today, Congresswoman Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
(NC-12), alongside Congresswoman Lauren Underwood (IL-14), joined
Congresswoman Nikema Williams (GA-05) in introducing the Endometriosis
CARE Act, which would invest $50 million annually to advance endometriosis
research and expand access to treatment.

Endometriosis is a disease that affects more than 1 in 10 reproductive-aged
women in the United States. It occurs when tissue, similar to the tissue that
lines the inside of the uterus, grows outside the uterus, causing pain and
interrupting the lives of millions of women daily. Currently, there is no known
cause of endometriosis, and there is no known cure.

“One in ten reproductive-aged women suffer from endometriosis but we still
don’t know the cause of or the cure for this debilitating disease,” said
Congresswoman Adams. “Like so much of women’s health research,
endometriosis remains understudied, its research remains underfunded, and
the women living with it continue having their pain ignored. I'm proud to join
Rep. Nikema Williams and my colleagues in introducing the Endometriosis
CARE Act so we can correct this injustice and finally provide relief for the 6.5
million women with endometriosis who are suffering in silence every day.”

“At a time when our public health and research are being attacked at every
corner by the Trump administration, the reintroduction of the Endometriosis
CARE Act marks a renewed fight for the millions of overlooked women who
are suffering from endometriosis. | have battled excruciating endometriosis
pain since | was 14. The physical and financial burdens of endometriosis
reflect the ongoing disparities in women’s health research and care. The
Endometriosis CARE Act will ease these burdens by investing in research to
improve detection and treatment. We must act now for the one in ten women in
this country who suffer daily from endometriosis,” said Congresswoman
Williams.

“We must invest in research that moves us closer to finding a cure for women
affected by endometriosis. Endometriosis impacts every aspect of a woman’s
life—including her physical and mental health, career, and relationships—yet
there is a glaring lack of federal support for a cure, in addition to overwhelming
stigma. | introduced this legislation to correct this oversight and invest in
evidence-based solutions that will support women affected by this disease,”
said Congresswoman Underwood.

The Endometriosis CARE Act would:

e Invest $50 million annually for five years for endometriosis research
through the National Institutes of Health;

e Commission a national study on the disparities in endometriosis
prevalence, detection, treatments and outcomes by race, ethnicity,
geography and insurance status;

e Establish a national campaign to promote public awareness of
endometriosis; and,

¢ |dentify barriers to accessing treatments for endometriosis symptoms,
such as health care coverage, transportation, and health care
professional shortages.

Full bill text can be found here.

For press inquiries, contact Congresswoman Adams Communications Director
Kaleb Harmon at kaleb.harmon@mail.house.gov or (202) 875-4063.
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Congresswoman Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. represents North Carolina's 12th Congressional
District (Charlotte, Mecklenburg County) and serves on the House Committee on
Agriculture and the House Committee on Education & Workforce, where she serves as
ranking member of the Higher Education and Workforce Development (HEWD)
Subcommittee.

Congresswoman Alma S. Adams, NC-12
2436 Rayburn House Office Building Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-1510 Fax: 202-225-1512

Office of Congresswoman Alma Adams | 2436 Rayburn House Office Building | Washington,
DC 20515 US
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