


Attorney James E. Ferguson, IICelebration of Life Service
Opening ..................................................................Bishop Claude R. Alexander, Jr., The Park Church

Musical Selection ........................................................................................................"The Lord's Prayer"
                                                                       Wesley Fields

Scripture Readings

 Old Testament:  Micah 6:6-9

 New Testament: Galatians 5:22-23

Remarks from Friends ..................................................................Josh Stein, Anthony Foxx, Mel Watt,  
                                                                                               Mojanku Gumbi, Geraldine Sumter

Remarks from Taj Ferguson

Musical Selection ......................................................................................................."Sweet Sweet Spirit"
                                                                                                                Tiffany Barber Ferguson

Remarks from Yolonda Artadi

Remarks from Jalyn Black

Remarks from Jay Ferguson 

Musical Selection .............................................................................."Walk in Jerusalem Just Like John"
                                                                                              Geoffrey Golden, The Park Church

Remarks from Kali Ferguson

Musical Selection ................................................................................................"Ain't Got Time to Die" 
                                                   James E. Ferguson II, (solo from North Carolina College, 1963)

Eulogy ........................................................................Bishop Dwayne A. Walker, A.M.E. Zion Church

Closing ....................................................................Bishop Claude R. Alexander, Jr., The Park Church

 From whom much is given, much is required.

In 1942 James E. “Fergie” Ferguson II was born in Asheville, NC into a family of  seven siblings.  His 
parents earned a living selling coal and kindling wood, along with domestic work for wealthier white 
families.  As the youngest child, he had the benefit of  being nurtured by his parents, James and Nina 
Ferguson and older siblings, especially his sister Sandy who was his “second mama”.   From this family 
his character was shaped by their demonstration of  love, respect, kindness, forgiveness and 
compassion towards others.  

As a high school student in the Jim Crow South, Ferguson worked with fellow students to form the 
Asheville Student Committee on Racial Equality (ASCORE).  The group was successful in 
desegregating department store lunch counters and other Asheville public facilities, including libraries 
and parks.  It is believed that ASCORE was the only group of  its kind at the time, and as its first 
president Ferguson attended the founding meeting of  the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee in Raleigh, North Carolina in 1960.  His work with ASCORE brought him in contact with 
two black lawyers in Asheville, Ruben Dailey and Harold Epps. Their unselfish efforts and offer to 
represent the students inspired his philosophy of  attorney involvement in community work.   He was 
impressed that they never talked to the students about fees or retainers and never charged them. 

A few years later he married ASCORE's third president and fellow Asheville native Barbara Turman, 
and during nearly 56 years of  marriage until her passing in 2022, they built a life together around their 
shared passion for social justice, the culture of  the African Diaspora, and their 3 children and, 4 
grandchildren.

Ferguson went on to become Student Body President at North Carolina College for Negroes, now 
known as North Carolina Central University, receiving his degree in 1964.   He continued his academic 
career at Columbia University Law School graduating in 1967 and settled in Charlotte upon the 
invitation of  Julius L. Chambers.  A year later he was a founding member of  North Carolina's first 
integrated law firm, Chambers Stein Ferguson & Lanning, today known as Ferguson Chambers & 
Sumter.  He remained with the firm through his reluctant retirement effective December 31, 2024.  
For over forty years he served as the firm's President.

After just three short years in practice,      Ferguson led the defense in one of  North Carolina's most 
well-known criminal trials, the Wilmington Ten.  This world-renowned case involved America's first 
political prisoners of  conscience, as declared by Amnesty International.  Forty years later he secured 
Pardons of  Innocence for each of  the defendants.  In 1968, he served as lead counsel for the 
Charlotte Three, three activists against racist practices, who were convicted of  setting fire to a horse 
stable.  In 1979, Governor James B. Hunt commuted their sentences after a vigorous campaign by 
state, local and international organizations highlighted the heightened racial strife surrounding the 
arrest and conviction.  His interest in defending wrongfully accused persons remained strong.
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to life imprisonment, in each of  the four cases decided under North Carolina's Racial Justice Act, 
the only law of  its kind in the nation.

In 2018 Ferguson filed and resolved a contentious police misconduct action against the City of  
Asheville.  Seeing the continuing tensions in Asheville between law enforcement and the African 
American community inspired him  to make the Asheville a point of  focus along with his 
Charlotte, as he pursued his vision for expanding the use of  restorative justice.  Following this he 
worked with experts as well as local leaders and residents, to apply principles of  this philosophy in 
pursuit of  broader healing in both communities.

In 1999, a challenge to the Charlotte Mecklenburg Board of  Education's plans implemented 
pursuant to the court's orders in Swann v. Charlotte Mecklenburg Board of  Education.        
Ferguson represented a group of  African American intervenors in the case, Belk v. Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Board of  Education, as they sought to defend the continued use of  practices 
required by Judge John B. McMillan and affirmed by the U. S. Supreme Court in 1971 which 
approved the use of  bussing to achieve the mandates of  Brown v. Board of  Education.  Much to 
the disappointment of  many, the Fourth Circuit of  Appeals upheld the decision of  the district 
court to declare that the school system had reached unitary status and could not continue to 
operate under the previous court orders.   The Belk decision was a partial victory as it upheld the 
use of  magnet schools for which selection was highly coveted.

In the 1980's Ferguson expanded his area of  expertise from desegregation, criminal defense and 
police misconduct to medical malpractice and personal injury.   He excelled in these areas as well.   
His first medical malpractice verdict of  two million dollars against a hospital was one of  the 
highest in the state at the time.   

In addition to his work representing clients, Ferguson served the legal profession tirelessly as a 
member of  the various committees of  the North Carolina State Bar, the North Carolina Advocates 
for Justice, North Carolina Association of  Black Lawyers, NAACP-LDF Cooperating Attorney, 
National Institute for Trial Advocacy, ACLU, Black Lawyers Association of  South Africa, and the 
Innocence Commission.

In 1971, Ferguson led the effort to revitalize efforts to organize African American lawyers in North 
Carolina.   Those lawyers had been organized in association with African American lawyers in 
South Carolina and Virginia.   The North Carolina Association of  Black Lawyers was organized 
and has been pivotal in the advocacy of  equal justice for the community and for advancement of  
representation of  African American lawyers in the judiciary, government, education, private law 
firms and industry.   He served as its President for two years and remained on its Board of  
Directors as a Past President.   He was honored by NCABL at its June 2025 meeting.   He also 
worked closely with the Charlotte African American lawyers in the John S. Leary Bar.   

Ferguson did not limit his service to the legal profession.   He was an active member of  the 
community.  He shared his knowledge and vision of  a better world through a number of  efforts in 
Charlotte.   He was instrumental in the early work of  the Charlotte Community Building Initiative 
(CBI) where the mission is to give people and organizations the knowledge, skills, and courage to 
fight bias, remove barriers to opportunity and build a more equitable and just Charlotte-

In 1970, sixteen years after the Brown v. Board of  Education decision, Ferguson led a lawsuit that 
held Asheville City Schools accountable for its failure to implement a true desegregation plan. His 
personal experiences fighting against segregation as a teenager informed his future legal path. He 
remained involved with the Asheville City Schools desegregation efforts as the school board sought 
to make changes to its plans, including revisions under consideration as late as 2021.

Beginning in 1986 during the Apartheid era, Ferguson and Ken Broun,, members of  the Board of  
Trustees of  the National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA) , traveled to South Africa in 
collaboration with the Black Lawyers Association Legal Education Centre to conduct trial advocacy 
training.  He served as Co-Founder, Coordinator and Faculty Member and was asked to serve as a 
Trustee of  the organization.   His work there brought him in contact with Nelson Mandela both 
before and after Mandela was elected President.  His speech at the tenth Anniversary of  the 
founding of  the BLA so impressed President Mandela that when they met again President Mandela 
immediately recognized him.  The program over the years became recognized for its effectiveness 
and served as a model program for other international programs sponsored by NITA.   
Completion of  the trial skills program offered by the BLA is now required by the Law Society of  
South Africa for all practioners before they can appear in court.  The opportunity to share essential 
litigation skills with South African attorneys seeking legal and social justice, was one of  the most 
rewarding highlights of  his career.

In 2000,  Ferguson became a founding board member of  the Drug Policy Alliance, a national 
organization formed  to end the War on Drugs and  to reshape drug policy across the United 
States.   He was an early advocate of  decriminalization of  marijuana and crack/cocaine.   He 
lobbied state and local officials to introduce legislation to decriminalize these drugs and to focus on 
treatment not incarceration.   Today, due in large part to his vision and hard work, we see less 
criminalization of  drug or substance abuse and much more treatment of  the disease of  addiction.   

Fergie can be seen in “The Trials of  Darryl” on HBO, a documentary chronicling the life journey 
of  Darryl Hunt, for whom      Ferguson won a judicial declaration of  innocence after Mr. Hunt 
spent nearly 20 years in prison, following a wrongful conviction of  rape and murder.   He 
represented the family of  23 year old African American veteran, Henry Marrow, who was 
murdered by a white businessman who was acquitted of  the murder.  The story was the subject of  
an historical memoir and biopic, Blood Done Signed My Name by Timothy Tyson. 
     Ferguson was a staunch opponent of  the death penalty for any crime.   He defended a number 
of  persons accused of  crimes who faced the death penalty.  When his expanded practice limited his 
ability to engage in the extremely time-consuming capital punishment cases, he engaged in public 
advocacy against the death penalty.   During his tenure as President of  the North Carolina 
Advocates for Justice (then North Carolina Academy of  Trial Lawyers), he made the abolition of  
the death penalty and challenges to procedures used in death penalty his highest priority.

  worked with a team of  advocates to spearhead the passage  of  the Racial Justice Act (RJA) in 
2009, along with many other efforts throughout his career to minimize or eliminate the impact of  
the death penalty.  When passed, it was the only legislation of  its type in the country.  Until it was 
repealed by the North Carolina General Assembly in 2013, the law allowed previously convicted 
defendants in capital cases to challenge their convictions based on racial bias by the prosecutors 
involved in their cases. Ferguson and his co-counsel obtained commutations, from death sentences 
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Ferguson is survived by his brother William Ferguson, his sons Jay (Reneisha) and Taj (Tiffany), his 
daughter Kali, his goddaughter Yolonda Artadi, his grandchildren Jalyn (Breana), James, Johari and 
Ayanna, his great-grandchildren Geo and Omni, and a host of  nieces, nephews, other family 
members and friends throughout the world, all of  whom cherished him dearly. He included 
himself  in all things family as much as possible, playing cards and teaching his children the art of  
Bid Whist. He advocated for them as they navigated the CMS integrated school system. “Uncle 
Bo” got much joy out of  spending time with his parents, siblings, cousins and later, nieces, 
nephews and chosen family.  

None of  Ferguson's accomplishments or activities was more important to him than the family that 
he raised with his wife Barbara.  A perfect example of  this was the annual Easter egg hunts which 
they began hosting when their children were small, and continued well into their grandchildren' s 
early years. Papa B, adored his grandchildren, noticing their individual gifts and sometimes just 
hanging out with them every week, they each had their own special relationship with “Poppa B”, 
and they will probably miss and celebrate him the most. Thankfully prior to his transition, he was 
overjoyed to meet his two great-grandsons.

May we all say “thank you” to Fergie, Uncle Bo, Papa B, and Daddy for showing us all what a well-
lived life of  service and joy is.

Mecklenburg.  He served as co-chair of  the task force that led to its formation.  The group's 
efforts were recognized nationally in 1998.   The work of  the CBI was close to his heart as it 
promoted an action oriented inclusive process designed to allow all people to do the hard work of  
truth and reconciliation, a process he had observed as it helped South Africans adjusting to life 
after Apartheid.

Ferguson supported the arts and culture institutions in Charlotte.   His wife, Barbara Turman 
Ferguson, established the Afro American Children's Theater in 1981 when she noticed that her 
children and other African American children were not welcomed into children theater programs 
in the City of  Charlotte.  Ferguson was one of  its biggest supporters.  He was also a strong 
advocate for the Afro American Cultural Center from its inception through its present formation 
as The Harvey B. Gantt Center for African American Arts and Culture.   He enjoyed a vibrant 
relationship with the African American and Africanna Department of  the University of  North 
Carolina at Charlotte.
   
Ferguson never sought political office but was actively engaged in the elected political process.  In 
1968, he ran the statewide campaign of  Dr. Reginald Hawkins for governor of  the State of  North 
Carolina.  Dr. Hawkins did not win the primary, but his race demonstrated the power of  the 
African American vote.   Ferguson never ran another campaign, but his support and endorsement 
of  candidates was sought and highly desired by local, state and national candidates.   Harvey 
Gantt, Mel Watt, Leslie Winner, Henry Frye, Dan Blue, Anthony Foxx, Vi Alexander Lyles, Cheri 
Beasley and Josh Stein are among those for whom he actively campaigned.   

Ferguson liked to engage with people on all levels.  He was known for enjoying family, good music, 
food and friends.   In 2006, he purchased The Historic Excelsior Club and continued its legacy as a 
hub for the social and political gathering place for African Americans in Charlotte.   All were 
welcome to visit the Club and many came for the first time.   For eight years A Sign of  the Times 
of  the Carolinas, a local jazz group, and musicians from the Charlotte Symphony presented a 
collaborative performance at The Historic Excelsior Club to mark MLK Day.

Fergie liked a good party.   In April of  2024, he and his sons threw a “Just Because Party” on April 
17 at his house.   It was a huge success!  The word on the street was that over 500 people stopped 
by his house during the course of  the evening, some of  whom had not seen each other for years.   
As in earlier years, family and friends of  all stripes spilled out onto the patios and front lawn. All 
had a good time.   Later in May, he joyfully hosted the Board of  Trustees of  NITA for food and 
fellowship, an opportunity to see and connect with old friends and to meet new ones.  He hosted 
the 2024 Cohort of  the Marshall Motley Scholars Program sponsored by the NAACP-LDF as they 
began their orientation to the program. law school. Their commitment to do civil rights work on 
behalf  of  African Americans in the South gave him hope that the struggle for freedom and 
equality would be carried forward.  

Ferguson was recognized for decades in the The Best Lawyers in America publication.  He was 
featured in The National Law Journal as one of  the top ten litigators in the country.  He was 
featured in the Charlotte Observer as “The Lawyer Lawyers Come to See”, was recognized as a 
Super Lawyer by Super Lawyers Magazine, and was a member of  the coveted Inner Circle, a group 
of  100 of  the best plaintiffs' lawyers in the country.
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the 2024 Cohort of  the Marshall Motley Scholars Program sponsored by the NAACP-LDF as they 
began their orientation to the program. law school. Their commitment to do civil rights work on 
behalf  of  African Americans in the South gave him hope that the struggle for freedom and 
equality would be carried forward.  

Ferguson was recognized for decades in the The Best Lawyers in America publication.  He was 
featured in The National Law Journal as one of  the top ten litigators in the country.  He was 
featured in the Charlotte Observer as “The Lawyer Lawyers Come to See”, was recognized as a 
Super Lawyer by Super Lawyers Magazine, and was a member of  the coveted Inner Circle, a group 
of  100 of  the best plaintiffs' lawyers in the country.
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