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Reps. Adams, Lee Lead
Call to Committee

Leadership to Investigate
Illegal Actions at Dept. of

Education
WASHINGTON, DC— Today, Congresswoman Alma S. Adams, PhD (NC-12)
Congresswoman Summer Lee (PA-12) led their colleagues on a letter calling
for  House  Committee  leadership  to  investigate  the  Trump  administration’s
illegal actions taken at the Department of Education (ED). Over the past few
weeks, the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) has violated federal
workplace  protections,  conducted  breaches  of  access,  and  has  moved  to
dismantle the department from the inside. 

In  their  letter  to  the chairs  of  the House Committee on Education and the
Workforce  and  the  House  Committee  on  Oversight  and  Accountability,  the
lawmakers called for each committee to use its authority to investigate DOGE’s
overreach and violations.

“We urge  the  House  Committee  on  Oversight  and  Government  Reform to
investigate  DOGE’s  overreach,  mass  firings,  and  violations  of  federal
workforce protections—which goes beyond the ED and threatens the entire
federal  workforce,”  the  lawmakers  wrote.  “We  also  urge  the  House
Committee on Education & Workforce to confront ED’s security breaches, staff
terminations,  and the fallout  for  students,  families,  and schools.  ED cannot
function under these conditions.”

The Department of Education has also been targeted for diversity, equity, and
inclusion initiatives and programs, and many employees have been fired.

“The  Department  of  Education  abruptly  terminated  at  least  60  employees
across the country, including staff  from the Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services (OSERS),”  the lawmakers wrote.  “At  a  time when
federal  oversight  in  special  education  and  rehabilitative  services  is  more
essential than ever, these unexplained firings signal a disturbing willingness to
undermine  critical  programs  under  the  pretense  of  eliminating  diversity
initiatives.”

“Internal documents reveal DOGE is executing a three-phase plan, with the
final stage—set to last until mid-July—focused on mass firings, even in offices
required by law. What started as a purge of DEI has spiraled into a sweeping
effort  to  slash  staff  in  critical  agencies,  regardless  of  their  actual  roles,
undermining the very institutions meant to serve the public,” the lawmakers
continued.

The letter was signed by Nanette Barragán, Suzanne Bonamici, Kathy Castor,
Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick, Judy Chu, Danny K. Davis, Llyod Doggett, Dwight
Evans, Robert Garcia, Raúl Grijalva, Glenn Ivey, Henry Johnson, Ro Khanna,
Raja Krishnamoorthi,  Stephen Lynch,  Jennifer  McClellan,  LaMonica McIver,
Kewisi Mfume, Gwen Moore, Eleanor Norton, Mark Pocan, Andrea Salinas,
Linda  Sánchez,  Teri  Sewell,  Darren  Soto,  Bennie  Thompson,  Dina  Titus,
Rashida Tlaib, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, and Bonnie Watson Coleman.

A copy of the letter can be found here.
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### 

Congresswoman Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. represents North Carolina's 12th Congressional
District (Charlotte, Mecklenburg County) and serves on the House Committee on

Agriculture and the House Committee on Education & Workforce, where she serves as
ranking member of the Higher Education and Workforce Development (HEWD)

Subcommittee. 
 

Congresswoman Alma S. Adams, NC-12
2436 Rayburn House Office Building Washington, DC 20515

Phone: 202-225-1510 Fax: 202-225-1512

Office of Congresswoman Alma Adams | 10815 David Taylor Dr., Suite 100 | Charlotte, NC
28262 US
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