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Watch: Knight Media Forum 2025 in 3 minutes

Communities are navigating a period of profound change. Trust in institutions
is eroding, economic divides are widening and the pace of technological and
social change is testing our shared values.

Against this backdrop, nearly 1,000 journalists, civic leaders, entrepreneurs,
funders, scholars and artists gathered in Miami last month for the 18th annual
Knight Media Forum. A repeated message of hope, belonging and the
importance of community resonated throughout the conference—our largest
KMF yet.

Watch the sessions here

"The power to create change isn't lost-it's local"
- Maribel Pérez Wadsworth, President and CEO, Knight Foundation

"We know that communities are
strongest when we value and
empower every member," said
Knight President and CEO Maribel
Pérez Wadsworth in her opening
remarks.

"Our strength has always been our
deep local roots. This local

KMF25 attendees settle in for two connection matters now more than
days of conversation. ever."

Wadsworth said trust remains the foundation of strong communities. That
trust is built through local journalism, civic engagement and collective action
—people coming together to solve problems and chart a shared future. Watch
her full remarks here.

Highlights
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Knight's Vice President for Journalism, Jim Brady, alongside Press Forward
Director Dale Anglin, in the number of Press Forward
Local chapters across the country—bringing the total to 36.

With $200 million invested in local news nationwide, the movement is rapidly
growing and aiming to expand to every state across America. Learn more

-,

Press Forward "

\

@ «inian e Brady also led a panel discussion on
: bridging gaps in local news

to build audiences b York Times emphasized that if you
and reflect 4 : _ _
communities, you A=F / want to build audiences and reflect
need to reflect the communities, you need to reflect the
joy in communities. ) | _ -
It can'tallbe =4 b | joy in communities. "It can't all be

spinach."

spinach," he said. Watch it

DEAN BAQUET
FORMER EXECUTIVE EDITOR
THE NEW YORK TIMES

Marisa Kwiatkowski, Director for Journalism at Knight, introduced three
storytellers who of how local journalism can drive
policy change. The stories emphasized the need for improved care and
transparency in long-term care facilities, highlighting the impact of individual
advocacy and journalism on systemic change.

KMF brought together leaders from all of Knight's grantmaking areas this year,
with sessions spanning topics from tech policy to the importance of civic
spaces, how Al can be used in local governance and climate resilience and
the arts as a driver of economic mobility.
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New World Symphony Fellows smile for the crowd after their performance.

A performance of "Fanfare for the Common Man" by Aaron Copland
presented by New World Symphony kicked off a timely discussion on free
speech and censorship in civic institutions.

"For universities, when we think about free expression, we have a
commitment to free speech that goes back to the '60s. Institutional neutrality
is about creating an environment where our faculty and students can think
about these issues for themselves," said Daniel Diermeier, Chancellor,
Vanderbilt University.

6 Maribel Perez Wadsworth @maribel-wadsworth.bsky.social - 7d

Honored to sit down with @jay.sky.team at Knight Media Forum for a In an afternoon plenary, Wadsworth
conversation on their rapid growth to 30M users in ust one year.

and Bluesky CEO Jay Graber sat
down to discuss the social media
platform's decentralized approach to
content moderation, how
newsrooms can use it to connect
with audiences and what lies ahead
for the future of social media.

Maribel Pérez Wadsworth and Jay

Graber snap a selfie backstage.

On the second day, former U.S. Surgeon General, Vice Admiral Vivek Murthy
gave an inspirational keynote speech followed by a conversation with
Wadsworth that highlighted the importance of community-driven change and
emphasized the need for in-person connection. Watch the playback here.

He also talked about how technology can help bridge online and offline
friendships, and the different circles of connections with friends: intimate,
relational and collective. "And the intimate ones really, really matter."
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Vivek Murthy and Maribel Pérez Wadsworth in conversation at KMF25.

"We need a generation that is willing to stand up and
reject the pessimism and animosity of our time, and
instead choose courage and hope. We must be that

generation." - Vice Admiral Vivek H. Murthy, 19th and 21st U.S. Surgeon
General

We heard from student journalists Charlotte Hampton and Vivienne Serret,
describing their coverage of student protests at their schools. "l realize how
powerful it is to create change through the simple power of the pen and paper,
and the power of student journalism. | thank you all for sharing that power
with me," said Serret in an emotional talk.

Knight's Director for Journalism Duc Luu reminded the audience that
partnerships between university press and local newsrooms can play a critical
role in bridging local news gaps.

SRR |

Vivienne Serret, Politics and Investigative Reporter, The Independent Florida Alligator
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Later, Stephen Goldsmith led an
insightful conversation with Al expert
DJ Patil and City of San José Mayor
Matt Mahan, exploring how Al can
break down barriers to civic
participation and enhance the
effectiveness of government
services.

"The teams that are working on [Al]

need to look like the communities

DJ Patil, Former U.S. Chief Data they are serving,” Patil said.

Scientist

KMF25 came at a challenging time, but the speakers, discussions and
connections made will lead to stronger bonds to help support local news and
information, civic engagement and a chance to make change in our
communities.
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