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PEACE. Last Wednesday, January 8th, marked the official Opening Day of the 2025
Legislative Session. New and returning legislators were officially sworn in, joined by
family and friends. Both Chambers of the General Assembly began organizing ahead
of the Long Session. In the House of Representatives, Republican Representative
Destin Hall of Caldwell County was elected as Speaker of the House. He succeeds
Speaker Tim Moore who left after winning election to the U.S. House of
Representatives. Republican Representative Mitchell Setzer of Catawba County was
elected as the House Speaker Pro Tempore. James White was re-elected to serve as
the House Principal Clerk, a position that oversees administrative duties for the
House like documenting actions taken on bills.

By statute, the General Assembly recessed for two weeks and will return at the end of
month to begin work in earnest for the year. Committee assignments for the House of
Representatives have not yet been finalized and released.

North Carolina House Democratic Caucus Completes Leadership Team

On Opening Day last week, House Democrats elected leadership positions.
Previously, House Democrats re-elected Leader Robert Reives of Chatham County to
continue serving as the House Democratic Leader. On Wednesday, Rep. Amos
Quick, Rep. Terry Brown, Jr., Rep. Gloristine Brown and Rep. Ya Liu were elected to
serve as whips by their peers.

Other leadership positions for the 2025-26 Biennium include Deputy Democratic
Leader Cynthia Ball, Legislative Chair Rep. Brandon Lofton, Joint Caucus Chair Rep.
Mary Belk, Conference Chair Rep. Vernetta Alston, and Democratic Freshman Co-
Chairs Rep. Tracy Clark and Rep. Jordan Lopez.

“I am excited to get to work with our full leadership team and House Democratic
Caucus this Session,” House Democratic Leader Robert Reives said. “We have a
great team in place and | look forward to accomplishing great things with our
Democratic Caucus in the days and weeks ahead.”

A full press release on the House Democratic Caucus Leadership Team can be found
here.
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Newly appointed House Speaker Pro Tempore Representative Mitchell Setzer of Catawba County

Governor Stein Announces Executive Order on Reproductive Rights

Yesterday, | had the honor to join Governor Stein, along with other members of the
Mecklenburg Delegation to announce a new executive order intended to protect
reproductive rights in North Carolina.

The executive order requires state agencies under the Governor’s purview not to
cooperate with any efforts that would restrict access to birth control in North Carolina.
It would also bar them from helping with investigations of doctors who are providing
legal reproductive care in North Carolina.

“Our state has seen alarming attacks on women'’s reproductive rights over the past
few years, and | remain committed to doing everything in my power to protect
women’s freedoms and their privacy,” Governor Stein said. “| am directing my cabinet
agencies to take specific action to protect women and health care providers from
extreme anti-reproductive freedom laws.”

Governor Stein’s executive order builds on a previous executive order issued by
former Governor Cooper. It would prevent state law enforcement from arresting
someone wanted for abortion-related services in other states, unless they were
accused of something illegal in North Carolina. It also adds new language
safeguarding birth control access.

https://nginx-alpha.securedserverspace.com:2096/cpsess6529456877/3rdparty/roundcube...

2/9/25, 6:16 PM


https://fhyzoe6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oZ7xKBPvJFcA2jKbDnFGiaZ-IocMoSso_Hs0fXxC30mZGR73p2zZ68s98dI1LUYZ-5dgs1GbIak6JxGHdQpI56URcY-GMmdjlh7jWTEZfRZ1sP4_gBAaRuIJF3y7cok3sqDQHZ8dOVNRcFEZtQ9tJVbFcy5xF4sIwbXhLXsF1IiBf7ic54Wa1c-09hpgqs07JAaLsrPu1V4=&c=AKNNgnxlxPJUG6Pi-KzUklNn44x4y4LXaRDzLF2OPDW86n-EQeyDgA==&ch=n11jtfYBmY38SVCLGraMMOqjmqcYQIn32iIoG46wnaCRLk-3NjDVjg==
https://fhyzoe6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oZ7xKBPvJFcA2jKbDnFGiaZ-IocMoSso_Hs0fXxC30mZGR73p2zZ68s98dI1LUYZ-5dgs1GbIak6JxGHdQpI56URcY-GMmdjlh7jWTEZfRZ1sP4_gBAaRuIJF3y7cok3sqDQHZ8dOVNRcFEZtQ9tJVbFcy5xF4sIwbXhLXsF1IiBf7ic54Wa1c-09hpgqs07JAaLsrPu1V4=&c=AKNNgnxlxPJUG6Pi-KzUklNn44x4y4LXaRDzLF2OPDW86n-EQeyDgA==&ch=n11jtfYBmY38SVCLGraMMOqjmqcYQIn32iIoG46wnaCRLk-3NjDVjg==

Roundcube Webmail ::

50f7

General Assembly Begins 2025 Long Session

NEW AT 5

GOVERNOR JOSH STEIN
| (D)NC

K : ’ =™ ‘

i B

[ ———

. ‘ i '

I > > BREAKING NEWS i
2/ Y GOV. STEIN ISSUES EXECUTIVE ORDER ON ABORTION 7 lTN

4
1t three CHARLOTTE whn com

RN 2

NC Newsline: Stein issues executive order on abortion, reproductive health care
WRAL: Gov. Josh Stein issues executive order on abortion, reproductive rights
WCNC: Gov. Stein announces executive order on reproductive rights in North Carolina
WATCH: Gov. Stein press conference via WCNC

WHITE HOUSE VISIT

Earlier this month, my good friend Joe Galloway was presented the Presidential
Citizens Medal posthumously at the White House. | was invited by, Dr. Grace
Galloway, his widow, to attend the ceremony. During the Vietham War, as UPI
correspondent, he often worked alongside the American troops he covered and was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal in 1998, for having carried a badly wounded man to
safety while he was under very heavy enemy fire in 1965.

He co-wrote a detailed account of his experience in the Vietham War in the best-
selling 1992 book, “We Were Soldiers Once... And Young.” The movie “We Were
Soldiers,” starring Mel Gibson is based on his 1992 book. Actor Edward Burns
portrayed him in the miniseries Vietnam and Tommy Lee Jones played him in the
2017 film “Shock and Awe.”

Joe Galloway told the American Soldiers’ story to the world and | so appreciate him
as a friend. We see you Joe and you have been recognized for your contributions to
this nation by President Joe Biden with this highest civilian medal...The Presidential
Citizens Medal.
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Other News

Anderson Alerts: Democrats nearly five times likelier than Republicans to have ballots
tossed out in key Supreme Court election dispute

Gov. Josh Stein: Gov. Josh Stein on education in his inaugural address

NC Newsline: As Biden administration prepares to depart, Democrats tout policy impacts in
NC

TBJ: Raleigh crowned best-performing_city for economic growth

EdNC: State Board discusses potential priorities for the new legislative session

NC Newsline: As housing needs grow, rural communities look to the state for funding,

expertise
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