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UDICIAL

a podcast of the North Carolina Judicial Branch

All Things Judicial Features Nine Former
NCAOC Directors in Roundtable Discussion

RALEIGH — In this episode of All Things Judicial, we feature the first installment
of a truly extraordinary roundtable discussion with nine former NCAOC directors.
The discussion was moderated by former director Judge Marion Warren and
included: Judge Gerald Arnold, Judge Jack Cozort, Mr. Jim Drennan, Justice
Franklin Freeman, Judge Robert Hobgood, Judge Tom Ross, Judge John Smith,
and Judge Ralph Walker. The directors began by discussing how they received the
"call of duty" from their respective chief justices.

"I got a call from Chief Justice Henry Frye and he asked if I would be the director
of AOC. I talked with my wife and she said 'absolutely not,"" said Judge Hobgood
on the podcast. "I thought that was the end of it, but two days later I got calls
from I. Beverly Lake, who was just elected, and Henry Frye who said 'why didn't
you take that job?' I started thinking about having the sitting chief justice and
former chief justice call and ask me to be the the director, so I agreed to start

January 1, 2001."

This is part one of the roundtable which was recorded in December 2016.
Subsequent parts will be released later this month.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

#H##

About North Carolina Judicial Branch

The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,400 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties.
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2022-23 was $712.8M, 87% of which is used to

pay salaries and 11.5% is used for operations. The Judicial Branch receives

2.64% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the

administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial

Branch, providing

administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,

caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Chris Mears

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607
919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov
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