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All Things Judicial Focuses on North Carolina's
Judicial System Reforms in the 1960s

Among these reforms were the creation of District Courts, the Court of
Appeals, and the Administrative Office of the Courts.

RALEIGH — In this episode of All Things Judicial, we ALL THINGS

focus on the North Carolina judicial system reforms "-'ft‘,"'» l "-‘-:',«i- \
of the 1960s. These reforms created a unified court r FA U
system that included newly created District Courts, .‘;' -/ :".-
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Court of Appeals, and the Administrative Office of the b‘ L D
Courts (NCAOC). In the interview, former NCAOC U ICIAL
Director and Supreme Court of North Carolina ]
Associate Justice Franklin Freeman interviews two ©
men who helped implement these reforms: Judge

James Dickson Phillips, Jr. and Senator Lindsay C. Warren, Jr.

"The effect of the implementation of the District Court was to abolish all of the
courts beneath the Superior Courts — county courts, city courts, and the justice of
the peace system," said Warren on the podcast. "The worst thing about the
justice of the peace system was that their compensation came from fees they
assessed, but in a criminal case they could not assess a fee unless a defendant
was convicted."

This 2012 interview is part of CICP's historical video series. A video of this
interview can be viewed on the Judicial Branch YouTube Channel.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.
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About North Carolina Judicial Branch

The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,400 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties.
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2022-23 was $712.8M, 87% of which is used to
pay salaries and 11.5% is used for operations. The Judicial Branch receives
2.64% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts

The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.
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