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All Things Judicial Profiles New Safe Babies Courts

Pilot Programs in Brunswick, Durham, Mitchell, New Hanover, and Yancey Counties

RALEIGH — The latest episode of All Things Judicial
profiles Safe Babies Court, a hew specialty court that
aims to reduce the time a child spends in foster care
before reaching a safe and permanent home. Guests
include Chief District Court Judge J. Corpening,
District Court Judge Rebecca Eggers-Gryder, Safe

Babies Court State Director Polly Handrahan, and U D l C l A L

ALL THINGS

q

Safe Babies Court State Coordinator Kristin Stout.

The panel discusses the need for Safe babies Court,

how it works, and the impact the Court is already having in communities across
the state.

"We are on the precipice of changing lives forever by changing a baby's life,
changing a family's life, and making it less likely that the family will intersect with
child welfare again," said Judge Corpening on the podcast. "That makes our
communities healthier, better, and safer. This is really significant work."

North Carolina is engaged in a three-year pilot process that will begin
implementation in Brunswick, Durham, Mitchell, New Hanover, and Yancey
counties over the next year. The goal of Safe Babies Court is to improve the long-
term well-being of children ages birth to three (or five in some areas), and their
families, in the child welfare system. This program connects babies and their
families with intensive support designed to promote healthy child development
while working to ensure a safe exit from foster care as soon as possible. The
process results in frequent court contact and family decision-making meetings for
parents, the child's representatives or caretakers, and court personnel.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.
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About North Carolina Judicial Branch

The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,400 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties.
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2022-23 was $712.8M, 87% of which is used to
pay salaries and 11.5% is used for operations. The Judicial Branch receives only
2.64% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts

The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.
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