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BEYOND SECOND CHANCES

 

Part I – The Prisoner Reentry Industry

As we come to the end of Second Chance Month – initiated in 2017 by

the Prison Fellowship, it should be noted that the United States has the

highest rate of incarceration in the world. China - a "non-democratic"

country with a population of 1.4 billion is often chided by others,

particularly in the US for its human rights abuses - ranks a distant 2nd.

https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLV2iVtmnf5rJC4B5Q2nuYn1wkvblyQt46-uIUQPEXBc3vMdObGfiG9gqEKTyBbGp8hE1dMgRij1EfTv18k3WfNwUGUgS2uUINFaanHGMlY0rsVLEEq-n6EQjDq3sjUqLG6ORWzJG6tytccjRESOLsoiRmlyYHueQpl1rQB45OcsbwcHJWoPrU6OqVnjtOupNkRym6xl5c58WFnZESyUtaL0eYdmHWtMfcW-5nH9oX69rh0N2zIYyBiP79Vf6gTLItamkVejs35td_oLuwYBhc30mV_LC61CU54FZFF3vH5tIms7TmUyiqzIymfLZBoZCBq0YZA7m-R_VsTLwMhltqHj7aQR2_sbiUV_sS-m_WTsQWarbERHgRlf4ffbOTSIsh2gmHJxJ0njbH1tZZOJmhqLw==
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLV2iVtmnf5rJC4B5Q2nuYn1wkvblyQt46-uIUQPEXBc3vMdObGfiG9gqEKTyBbGp8hE1dMgRij1EfTv18k3WfNwUGUgS2uUINFaanHGMlY0rsVLEEq-n6EQjDq3sjUqLG6ORWzJG6tytccjRESOLsoiRmlyYHueQpl1rQB45OcsbwcHJWoPrU6OqVnjtOupNkRym6xl5c58WFnZESyUtaL0eYdmHWtMfcW-5nH9oX69rh0N2zIYyBiP79Vf6gTLItamkVejs35td_oLuwYBhc30mV_LC61CU54FZFF3vH5tIms7TmUyiqzIymfLZBoZCBq0YZA7m-R_VsTLwMhltqHj7aQR2_sbiUV_sS-m_WTsQWarbERHgRlf4ffbOTSIsh2gmHJxJ0njbH1tZZOJmhqLw==
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVtLoD80rVsjnbPeKPXbGIJ6EJa7EvvobMeJcrp4jb9OiguTIPaKNMCD1x8dEeZ2f9BjKkevbQmf_r_ietu1sARb0E6TW_hpFpvK2VD2Tcnp0-8CAWpHCUPseBzr1Z2AVhB7ulfbNjB8zByhXguaxJsNOwkLU2S7iqZK2uONgtk7zRaNnV6fqK0v3wYbiq7CZe0TnoN8LyfdcjSFsq7ss1XT6K9sJ-i8dqg_mKnjB7ky7YGymGpEyqNRm86VhAzUyhVJE7syPZ3BpCgT9xtx24CwSCdz45am0DTx5noBGu4-2LzBPwII0XV72bvhOItOachnep1jwoHCnxelzZd_6pJ0BGaW17mgg3NYtYiN1cYfkIu3IDMkVfX4HgSz5_BK5WV9s_Q4tS1iWC4532oJkoUg==
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVtLoD80rVsjnbPeKPXbGIJ6EJa7EvvobMeJcrp4jb9OiguTIPaKNMCD1x8dEeZ2f9BjKkevbQmf_r_ietu1sARb0E6TW_hpFpvK2VD2Tcnp0-8CAWpHCUPseBzr1Z2AVhB7ulfbNjB8zByhXguaxJsNOwkLU2S7iqZK2uONgtk7zRaNnV6fqK0v3wYbiq7CZe0TnoN8LyfdcjSFsq7ss1XT6K9sJ-i8dqg_mKnjB7ky7YGymGpEyqNRm86VhAzUyhVJE7syPZ3BpCgT9xtx24CwSCdz45am0DTx5noBGu4-2LzBPwII0XV72bvhOItOachnep1jwoHCnxelzZd_6pJ0BGaW17mgg3NYtYiN1cYfkIu3IDMkVfX4HgSz5_BK5WV9s_Q4tS1iWC4532oJkoUg==
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVtLoD80rVsjnbPeKPXbGIJ6EJa7EvvobMeJcrp4jb9OiguTIPaKNMCD1x8dEeZ2f9BjKkevbQmf_r_ietu1sARb0E6TW_hpFpvK2VD2Tcnp0-8CAWpHCUPseBzr1Z2AVhB7ulfbNjB8zByhXguaxJsNOwkLU2S7iqZK2uONgtk7zRaNnV6fqK0v3wYbiq7CZe0TnoN8LyfdcjSFsq7ss1XT6K9sJ-i8dqg_mKnjB7ky7YGymGpEyqNRm86VhAzUyhVJE7syPZ3BpCgT9xtx24CwSCdz45am0DTx5noBGu4-2LzBPwII0XV72bvhOItOachnep1jwoHCnxelzZd_6pJ0BGaW17mgg3NYtYiN1cYfkIu3IDMkVfX4HgSz5_BK5WV9s_Q4tS1iWC4532oJkoUg==


According to the Prison Policy Initiative, across the United States nearly

2 million people are imprisoned in 1,566 state and 98 federal prisons,

3,116 local jails, 1,323 juvenile correctional facilities, 142 immigration

detention facilities, and 80 Indian country jails, as well as in military

prisons, civil commitment centers, state psychiatric hospitals, and

prisons in the U.S. territories — a rate of 664 people per 100,000 and a

number equivalent to roughly 25% of the world's total prison population.

[Census of State and Federal Adult Correctional Facilities, 2019]

https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLV6sXzMYxpm4kMZV2zFheYhedTcS8_xGMovMO7MZ4ySaq5SRt-nk7rjMI-rWeBiTa_Bf-luXkttLulqNa_Rbd_XO6az-2AOHQ2Z0BOoi_6MNr-uSIwlz8_krfC0Q_ZgMEjcINcaOeJqKjV8BlT6NkVVYQgMvHBC1YfRWtE5ksLopf52f5-WJMnZVoSXYcJ5Ik6nsVxceUZe26w23BlmFYFZupmcU19DziuYFaQA-a357xmxbKF8folNNwUaGr4HY7IxacaVTcICVxJ7Mdu2wKYcxxk4uydL0AwdoVUpBQvhvITT8gLmvFmZxQ9Lk4HdlkqhosHsrzn6NN15f6H1HSNNfkl44-jOrooWlbdgV8zsqbS3zG7hgouxFPrGSPvlE9no366lqK9K9vXpEya_KJahhG1bPOCfVWK5hwifwV7HHOs0C9Q62rGZV98-Ecr2AXQ
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLV6sXzMYxpm4kMZV2zFheYhedTcS8_xGMovMO7MZ4ySaq5SRt-nk7rjMI-rWeBiTa_Bf-luXkttLulqNa_Rbd_XO6az-2AOHQ2Z0BOoi_6MNr-uSIwlz8_krfC0Q_ZgMEjcINcaOeJqKjV8BlT6NkVVYQgMvHBC1YfRWtE5ksLopf52f5-WJMnZVoSXYcJ5Ik6nsVxceUZe26w23BlmFYFZupmcU19DziuYFaQA-a357xmxbKF8folNNwUaGr4HY7IxacaVTcICVxJ7Mdu2wKYcxxk4uydL0AwdoVUpBQvhvITT8gLmvFmZxQ9Lk4HdlkqhosHsrzn6NN15f6H1HSNNfkl44-jOrooWlbdgV8zsqbS3zG7hgouxFPrGSPvlE9no366lqK9K9vXpEya_KJahhG1bPOCfVWK5hwifwV7HHOs0C9Q62rGZV98-Ecr2AXQ
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLV6sXzMYxpm4kMZV2zFheYhedTcS8_xGMovMO7MZ4ySaq5SRt-nk7rjMI-rWeBiTa_Bf-luXkttLulqNa_Rbd_XO6az-2AOHQ2Z0BOoi_6MNr-uSIwlz8_krfC0Q_ZgMEjcINcaOeJqKjV8BlT6NkVVYQgMvHBC1YfRWtE5ksLopf52f5-WJMnZVoSXYcJ5Ik6nsVxceUZe26w23BlmFYFZupmcU19DziuYFaQA-a357xmxbKF8folNNwUaGr4HY7IxacaVTcICVxJ7Mdu2wKYcxxk4uydL0AwdoVUpBQvhvITT8gLmvFmZxQ9Lk4HdlkqhosHsrzn6NN15f6H1HSNNfkl44-jOrooWlbdgV8zsqbS3zG7hgouxFPrGSPvlE9no366lqK9K9vXpEya_KJahhG1bPOCfVWK5hwifwV7HHOs0C9Q62rGZV98-Ecr2AXQ
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVKlaHxb32_5B2q6QwPwDfc0zfCZSL8qDNnhFKuf2KC3yMzC3NMW41nWwh_b6Fb3-WjtWqt9a7fbxgFv-_kZjUC4vgajfrogSADuhWiNpZcfhxsIt4icaKzBw5jEgJw8zZ7IRMXunLdXChTBILKsI4Z5FSqd8FzmwJrexR1YNfhk_SW2axh-K0ahTNhSQo3_noqXuGIqXrEpcsTaRvGzdqTy5s8IrtHUNPNRdW6NaNLtilRGjVFG61aZ34maOkE53mXi4BZqRFXOouFlOM4mfqDzRQzJQTaJ73SJPXgYYcDyq5v_cfK03j_2EPP95inI-wTpj9k4va8z46_fUiuYarByuSo6-vudPp9bRLq5kdBQn6xUcasEP43cY6vPs09EFTCA1VJJPSlt6JoYrIZd1iQCIDfDxJbx8gWpBRca_otDZTXtMrqZJVJJZpitYJbcBP
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVKlaHxb32_5B2q6QwPwDfc0zfCZSL8qDNnhFKuf2KC3yMzC3NMW41nWwh_b6Fb3-WjtWqt9a7fbxgFv-_kZjUC4vgajfrogSADuhWiNpZcfhxsIt4icaKzBw5jEgJw8zZ7IRMXunLdXChTBILKsI4Z5FSqd8FzmwJrexR1YNfhk_SW2axh-K0ahTNhSQo3_noqXuGIqXrEpcsTaRvGzdqTy5s8IrtHUNPNRdW6NaNLtilRGjVFG61aZ34maOkE53mXi4BZqRFXOouFlOM4mfqDzRQzJQTaJ73SJPXgYYcDyq5v_cfK03j_2EPP95inI-wTpj9k4va8z46_fUiuYarByuSo6-vudPp9bRLq5kdBQn6xUcasEP43cY6vPs09EFTCA1VJJPSlt6JoYrIZd1iQCIDfDxJbx8gWpBRca_otDZTXtMrqZJVJJZpitYJbcBP
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVKlaHxb32_5B2q6QwPwDfc0zfCZSL8qDNnhFKuf2KC3yMzC3NMW41nWwh_b6Fb3-WjtWqt9a7fbxgFv-_kZjUC4vgajfrogSADuhWiNpZcfhxsIt4icaKzBw5jEgJw8zZ7IRMXunLdXChTBILKsI4Z5FSqd8FzmwJrexR1YNfhk_SW2axh-K0ahTNhSQo3_noqXuGIqXrEpcsTaRvGzdqTy5s8IrtHUNPNRdW6NaNLtilRGjVFG61aZ34maOkE53mXi4BZqRFXOouFlOM4mfqDzRQzJQTaJ73SJPXgYYcDyq5v_cfK03j_2EPP95inI-wTpj9k4va8z46_fUiuYarByuSo6-vudPp9bRLq5kdBQn6xUcasEP43cY6vPs09EFTCA1VJJPSlt6JoYrIZd1iQCIDfDxJbx8gWpBRca_otDZTXtMrqZJVJJZpitYJbcBP


The roots of this carceral state in America were crystalized with the

nation's "peculiar institution", codified in the 13th Amendment and

fortified by the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994.

The Clinton Crime Bill ratcheted up a trend towards mass incarceration

that started with the "War on Drugs". The biggest crime bill in US history

allocated federal funds for up to 75% of the cost of new prisons ($9.7

billion in funding for prisons designed with significant input from

experienced police officers), included a three-strikes provision

addressing repeat offenders, defined 60 new capital offenses,

overturned a section of the Higher Education Act of 1965 permitting

prison inmates to receive a Pell Grant for higher education while they

were incarcerated (see College Behind Bars) and introduced 100,000

more police officers.

https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVtrEIxiXZL3ZEybQooIuUbfU_mbBklUQFmt4_4G31mjHsLSu1r6Yhyci7EC58dQDV1dd0li4OOP-YTOBD4rPZtqLwY-ZGtglVawpDZylkrH951QBp3RwvbrLc7OBzXL4VveuZmHK63-WWq29jdzeieH3v_OwVAwsDrS9N-B_Ab4D3R7yRxijELihZOUzX1l0VPVDD8mRdiMEJTvxlHFC6shCL3SZY5pcUKn_EB2OByCB0u30cJtxXPSNpVLKnKeI9YjblvMhjE9gxROSdxJFZQLSFuXFNyS_gGtsImDoqkzuWhJRysamDGwFKVOCJhdc9ZSse1Fx-v_JbhioCoZ6cKQMLjHGmfu94mJ0yicyaZRTF9H2mCkKlEi2jr1zIgNwHuKoRoilUWSJNd79Dnsd2Uw7mnWnMD3BuUCAJ_GzHHkY=
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVtrEIxiXZL3ZEybQooIuUbfU_mbBklUQFmt4_4G31mjHsLSu1r6Yhyci7EC58dQDV1dd0li4OOP-YTOBD4rPZtqLwY-ZGtglVawpDZylkrH951QBp3RwvbrLc7OBzXL4VveuZmHK63-WWq29jdzeieH3v_OwVAwsDrS9N-B_Ab4D3R7yRxijELihZOUzX1l0VPVDD8mRdiMEJTvxlHFC6shCL3SZY5pcUKn_EB2OByCB0u30cJtxXPSNpVLKnKeI9YjblvMhjE9gxROSdxJFZQLSFuXFNyS_gGtsImDoqkzuWhJRysamDGwFKVOCJhdc9ZSse1Fx-v_JbhioCoZ6cKQMLjHGmfu94mJ0yicyaZRTF9H2mCkKlEi2jr1zIgNwHuKoRoilUWSJNd79Dnsd2Uw7mnWnMD3BuUCAJ_GzHHkY=
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVtrEIxiXZL3ZEybQooIuUbfU_mbBklUQFmt4_4G31mjHsLSu1r6Yhyci7EC58dQDV1dd0li4OOP-YTOBD4rPZtqLwY-ZGtglVawpDZylkrH951QBp3RwvbrLc7OBzXL4VveuZmHK63-WWq29jdzeieH3v_OwVAwsDrS9N-B_Ab4D3R7yRxijELihZOUzX1l0VPVDD8mRdiMEJTvxlHFC6shCL3SZY5pcUKn_EB2OByCB0u30cJtxXPSNpVLKnKeI9YjblvMhjE9gxROSdxJFZQLSFuXFNyS_gGtsImDoqkzuWhJRysamDGwFKVOCJhdc9ZSse1Fx-v_JbhioCoZ6cKQMLjHGmfu94mJ0yicyaZRTF9H2mCkKlEi2jr1zIgNwHuKoRoilUWSJNd79Dnsd2Uw7mnWnMD3BuUCAJ_GzHHkY=
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVxgZFEQnhHOn1w0m89A7q713DLLr45gaByz8glnJb22AIP5KSKL2mDrHR2-3j4AkmYMk2pJZA0FUfCmaj-zqbKzL10nGoQ-5a6WfywhWlbSCfJ3_topLvq2NpACD6DDaVz2eyqdieLiw0EmO6wFSDe0yJFDQuLv0QP-mpt_j5fH1Z1lPOnkyMnDFyaoXvwXJqAECz--tVtKrgHMPQPZTaEuitDcsSWzPp3XtiFPyoxNaRJ28NmUXX5Sbh8xNHf2aJW3BBA9uuB9NmWXtYWqawWxEebL3kcUOeVh7NefnTsN5yNIAWP3vPth0LqI4UqQ5F8E6A0rPSS2FkPh1Bpd30mYo1Z0GuxzeCyshtvtdaWfY1s5wx8R3AC_bKJxhEOgzBKY5X6iCyzVNVWzAqmd438GQO48EIDYa8mqN7UZpf-WEQ71SQd11wfyLTCFqBVe4A0UwOAJ2nVUQN4fkXvtIaPyOCnFSn8jHLngQx7lzpRIE=
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVxgZFEQnhHOn1w0m89A7q713DLLr45gaByz8glnJb22AIP5KSKL2mDrHR2-3j4AkmYMk2pJZA0FUfCmaj-zqbKzL10nGoQ-5a6WfywhWlbSCfJ3_topLvq2NpACD6DDaVz2eyqdieLiw0EmO6wFSDe0yJFDQuLv0QP-mpt_j5fH1Z1lPOnkyMnDFyaoXvwXJqAECz--tVtKrgHMPQPZTaEuitDcsSWzPp3XtiFPyoxNaRJ28NmUXX5Sbh8xNHf2aJW3BBA9uuB9NmWXtYWqawWxEebL3kcUOeVh7NefnTsN5yNIAWP3vPth0LqI4UqQ5F8E6A0rPSS2FkPh1Bpd30mYo1Z0GuxzeCyshtvtdaWfY1s5wx8R3AC_bKJxhEOgzBKY5X6iCyzVNVWzAqmd438GQO48EIDYa8mqN7UZpf-WEQ71SQd11wfyLTCFqBVe4A0UwOAJ2nVUQN4fkXvtIaPyOCnFSn8jHLngQx7lzpRIE=
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVxgZFEQnhHOn1w0m89A7q713DLLr45gaByz8glnJb22AIP5KSKL2mDrHR2-3j4AkmYMk2pJZA0FUfCmaj-zqbKzL10nGoQ-5a6WfywhWlbSCfJ3_topLvq2NpACD6DDaVz2eyqdieLiw0EmO6wFSDe0yJFDQuLv0QP-mpt_j5fH1Z1lPOnkyMnDFyaoXvwXJqAECz--tVtKrgHMPQPZTaEuitDcsSWzPp3XtiFPyoxNaRJ28NmUXX5Sbh8xNHf2aJW3BBA9uuB9NmWXtYWqawWxEebL3kcUOeVh7NefnTsN5yNIAWP3vPth0LqI4UqQ5F8E6A0rPSS2FkPh1Bpd30mYo1Z0GuxzeCyshtvtdaWfY1s5wx8R3AC_bKJxhEOgzBKY5X6iCyzVNVWzAqmd438GQO48EIDYa8mqN7UZpf-WEQ71SQd11wfyLTCFqBVe4A0UwOAJ2nVUQN4fkXvtIaPyOCnFSn8jHLngQx7lzpRIE=
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVoKzTk4XSpuTQWE66iHymftHlRVptxBlZZtjmZz4KmV3xqxc88eWlqoxiaxze7s7T1GKMLGPsb1tmsGZ5_lT-Eq53miQP9F5u8AW2jaFilZpuc83VwEd6G2lKx_82zT76JK4ZgFTfht6bHfn4FMj-hDQRQJ0LfjMHG_-mjkJZziB811Iwr-Kgy2hS13s40WqEh9bZhSMEcRknexTQ4rZW30r63qxmnVv1z9Hrag4veoDgn_6Qu2lTCazlkBo069-640jV9xo-adIofxc8CllKMZ3L3Isj1P4kGJEwPOSbFnwwMA5gAjjSOLyblDZ2e2Dnzqy9yxf_DU5cEwdGULpuMOpjKtloM73py8LMgoyTerOhqP06HmhTtk3VbI8bCqifqw27p5fM1Qd0o5NnU4Kg7rppX0SepOA_TQn3jzmI1V1c5TBEKc1_N6MJuk-WicLdsxVCkcIL0DBdgKrKsIqvGczdoNQXozFQYfCroYHnItt5VrPVKV-ZRWeLL5q_wehc
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVoKzTk4XSpuTQWE66iHymftHlRVptxBlZZtjmZz4KmV3xqxc88eWlqoxiaxze7s7T1GKMLGPsb1tmsGZ5_lT-Eq53miQP9F5u8AW2jaFilZpuc83VwEd6G2lKx_82zT76JK4ZgFTfht6bHfn4FMj-hDQRQJ0LfjMHG_-mjkJZziB811Iwr-Kgy2hS13s40WqEh9bZhSMEcRknexTQ4rZW30r63qxmnVv1z9Hrag4veoDgn_6Qu2lTCazlkBo069-640jV9xo-adIofxc8CllKMZ3L3Isj1P4kGJEwPOSbFnwwMA5gAjjSOLyblDZ2e2Dnzqy9yxf_DU5cEwdGULpuMOpjKtloM73py8LMgoyTerOhqP06HmhTtk3VbI8bCqifqw27p5fM1Qd0o5NnU4Kg7rppX0SepOA_TQn3jzmI1V1c5TBEKc1_N6MJuk-WicLdsxVCkcIL0DBdgKrKsIqvGczdoNQXozFQYfCroYHnItt5VrPVKV-ZRWeLL5q_wehc
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVoKzTk4XSpuTQWE66iHymftHlRVptxBlZZtjmZz4KmV3xqxc88eWlqoxiaxze7s7T1GKMLGPsb1tmsGZ5_lT-Eq53miQP9F5u8AW2jaFilZpuc83VwEd6G2lKx_82zT76JK4ZgFTfht6bHfn4FMj-hDQRQJ0LfjMHG_-mjkJZziB811Iwr-Kgy2hS13s40WqEh9bZhSMEcRknexTQ4rZW30r63qxmnVv1z9Hrag4veoDgn_6Qu2lTCazlkBo069-640jV9xo-adIofxc8CllKMZ3L3Isj1P4kGJEwPOSbFnwwMA5gAjjSOLyblDZ2e2Dnzqy9yxf_DU5cEwdGULpuMOpjKtloM73py8LMgoyTerOhqP06HmhTtk3VbI8bCqifqw27p5fM1Qd0o5NnU4Kg7rppX0SepOA_TQn3jzmI1V1c5TBEKc1_N6MJuk-WicLdsxVCkcIL0DBdgKrKsIqvGczdoNQXozFQYfCroYHnItt5VrPVKV-ZRWeLL5q_wehc
https://sc3sa2.fd51.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABmMTLVoKzTk4XSpuTQWE66iHymftHlRVptxBlZZtjmZz4KmV3xqxc88eWlqoxiaxze7s7T1GKMLGPsb1tmsGZ5_lT-Eq53miQP9F5u8AW2jaFilZpuc83VwEd6G2lKx_82zT76JK4ZgFTfht6bHfn4FMj-hDQRQJ0LfjMHG_-mjkJZziB811Iwr-Kgy2hS13s40WqEh9bZhSMEcRknexTQ4rZW30r63qxmnVv1z9Hrag4veoDgn_6Qu2lTCazlkBo069-640jV9xo-adIofxc8CllKMZ3L3Isj1P4kGJEwPOSbFnwwMA5gAjjSOLyblDZ2e2Dnzqy9yxf_DU5cEwdGULpuMOpjKtloM73py8LMgoyTerOhqP06HmhTtk3VbI8bCqifqw27p5fM1Qd0o5NnU4Kg7rppX0SepOA_TQn3jzmI1V1c5TBEKc1_N6MJuk-WicLdsxVCkcIL0DBdgKrKsIqvGczdoNQXozFQYfCroYHnItt5VrPVKV-ZRWeLL5q_wehc


While there was support from the Congressional Black Caucus for an

immediate response to the crime, violence and the influx of drugs into

Black communities, there was a call for something different than just a

crime bill. The caucus put forward the Racial Justice Act — which

acknowledged tough sentencing and police protection paired with calls

for full employment, investments in quality education and drug

prevention and treatment, alternatives to incarceration, early intervention

programs and criticism of police brutality. However, when it was all said

and done, less than a quarter of the funding went to prevention and

rehabilitation programs, instead the bill further entrenched the idea that

vulnerable urban communities are best managed through harsh

punishment and heightened surveillance.

 

According to a study in The Prison Journal, entitled The System Is Not

Broken, It Is Intentional [Ortiz & Jackey, 2019] — The Prisoner Reentry

Industry (PRI) emerged as a by-product of mass incarceration, with the

stated purpose of helping formerly incarcerated individuals reintegrate

into society and achieve a new "law-abiding" status.  

 

This was exemplified in 2007 when Congress passed the Second

Chance Act (SCA), a bill aimed at improving prisoner reentry

programming by issuing federal reentry grants. However, the SCA proved

to be mostly symbolic because it lacked substantive funding and merely

helped the state extend its presence in those same vulnerable

communities.



At last week's 2024 NC Rehabilitation and Reentry Conference in Raleigh,

North Carolina, PRI was on display over the 2½ days - from Governor

Cooper's keynote, on the heels of his Executive Order No. 303, to the

heart-felt testimonials about the power of redemption and rehabilitation,

to the earnest non-profits organizations (ours included) and market-

ready for-profit vendors — reentry is indeed an industry. 

It should be noted that North Carolina's rate of incarceration stands out 

within the US and globally.

However, it's now time for us to reimagine the business of reentry, which

we'll explore in Part II of Beyond Second Chances.
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