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All Things Judicial Features an Interview with Retired
Superior Court Judge J.C. Cole and Former District Court

Judge and U.S. Attorney Janice Cole

RALEIGH — The latest episode of All Things
Judicial features an interview with two former
Perquimans County judges: Emergency
Superior Court Judge J.C. Cole and former
District Court Judge Janice Cole who also
served as U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District
of North Carolina. They have a unique and
interesting story as husband and wife who met
while working in federal law enforcement in
New York City, and as African Americans who
worked as attorneys in Eastern North Carolina
then held consecutive judgeships in the same
judicial district. In the interview, Judge J.C. Cole shares his judicial philosophy of
being strict but compassionate from the bench, and prioritizing empathy for
humanity over judicial authority.   

"When I talk to people, I am J.C. Cole who just happens to be a judge and not
Judge Cole," said J.C. Cole on the podcast. "You just have to be a human being
first and not a person who seems so far and above everyone else." 

Judge Janice Cole met her husband while she worked as an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern District of New York, a job she earned through her
experience as one of the first women working as a patrol officer for the N.Y.P.D.
In the interview, she shares about breaking the many barriers as an African
American woman during her career as a patrol officer, assistant U.S. attorney,
private attorney, district court judge, and U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of
North Carolina.   

"I felt with my ability I could overcome (sexism and racism)," said Janice Cole on
the podcast. "When people see that you can produce, when they see you in the
courtroom, when they see your ability and style ... they want somebody that they
think is going to be able to help them win. Once I could show those skills then I
think that broke down the barriers."

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties. 
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2021–22 was $672.4M, 86.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 13.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.59% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Chris Mears

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607

919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov

This email was sent to sjohnston@tuesdayforumcharlotte.org as a North Carolina media member, or you have indicated you wish to receive these

messages.
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