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       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
       January 31, 2024

All Things Judicial Features an Interview with District
Attorney Spencer Merriweather

RALEIGH — The latest episode of All Things
Judicial features an interview with District
Attorney Spencer Merriweather who has
served as Mecklenburg County's chief
prosecutor since 2017. On the podcast,
Merriweather shared about his upbringing in
Alabama where as a young boy he witnessed
an impactful trial in which his mother served
on the jury. Later in the episode, he explained
that one of the most important aspects of
serving as the district attorney is ensuring that
each victim's voice is heard in court.

"I don't have all the answers to the ills of the justice system but I do think it is
important that people are met with a sense of empathy," said Merriweather on
the podcast. "It's important that people know that someone in their government
is fighting for them." 

During his tenure as D.A., Merriweather has prioritized the prosecution of
dangerous offenses by establishing and later expanding the Violent Crimes Team.
In addition, he created a trauma-informed unit known as the Special Victims
Team that works to seek justice for victims of domestic violence, child abuse,
sexual assault, and human trafficking. 

Merriweather was sworn into office in 2017 and was subsequently elected in
2018.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties. 
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2021–22 was $672.4M, 86.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 13.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.59% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Chris Mears

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607

919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov
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