
For Immediate Release
From Sen. Joyce Waddell <joyce.waddell@ncleg.net>
To <sjohnston@tuesdayforumcharlotte.org>
Reply-To <joyce.waddell@ncleg.net>
Date 2024-01-22 21:54

Roundcube Webmail :: For Immediate Release https://nginx-alpha.securedserverspace.com:2096/cpsess4167181940/3rdparty/roundcube/index.php?...

1 of 3 1/23/24, 10:21 PM



 

From the Office of Sen. Joyce Waddell, NC Senate
Mecklenburg County

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 22, 2024
Chapter V
Volume 3

CONTACT: Sen. Joyce Waddell
(919) 733-5650
Joyce.Waddell@ncleg.gov

Greetings: 
At the General Assembly

For the Week

Martin Luther King, Jr. celebrations were held all over the country. I
participated as a keynote speaker in a local event at the Novant Health

Medical Center. As a non-violent civil rights leader, Martin Luther
King Jr's advocacy has benefited us all.

Joyce Waddell

Rural Education
North Carolina is the 10th highest priority state when it comes to rural
education, according to a new report from the National Rural
Education Association. In North Carolina, 481,044 of our students
attend rural school districts.

Schools and districts are large, instructional spending on students is
low, and the state is one of the few places where rural students
graduate high school at a lower rate than their non-rural peers. Access
to student supports is on par with peers in other states, except for low
enrollment in public preschool access and inadequate internet
connectivity.

The report says, “Rural schools and students often seem invisible
because many policymakers lack personal experience in rural
communities,” and it concludes it is time for “educators, policymakers,
caregivers, students, citizens, and employers to deepen our
understanding of rural education issues and to move beyond
simplistic and often harmful notions about rural schools and their
communities.”

I believe that public schools are so important for this very reason. If
we provide equitable resources throughout the state, all schools can
provide a great education with access to technology and a curriculum
that will promote our children.
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Flu Deaths
In its latest update, the NC Department of Health and Human Services
is showing a clearer picture of how high flu and COVID cases have
spiked in the past month. As of January 6, NCDHHS said its lab-
confirmed flu deaths have reached a total of 95, seven of those
pediatric deaths. This is a significant jump from the last update which
showed 52 total deaths reported in the state through Dec. 30.

The most recent week’s data from Dec. 31-Jan. 6 was the deadliest
week yet with 23 adult deaths and two pediatric deaths. For that same
time frame, however, the DHHS reports a decrease in emergency
department visits for respiratory viruses, with a decrease seen across
all COVID, flu and RSV cases. A reported 17.2% of all visits had
symptoms of respiratory virus in this latest week compared to
23.3% the previous week.

Martin
Luther

King, Jr.
Day

Senator Waddell
was the keynote
speaker at the

Huntersville Novant
Health Medical

Center. The medical
center hosted a

MLK, Jr. prayer
breakfast event.

Vaccines
According to the NC Department of Health and Human Services,
respiratory issues and viruses are rising. Please be careful when

moving about the community.

Vaccines are a necessity for good health. Getting vaccinated is vital
for keeping North Carolinians healthy. Get vaccinated as soon as

possible.
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