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       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
       January 17, 2024

All Things Judicial Features an Interview with Retired Chief
Justice's Commission on Professionalism Executive Director

Mel Wright

RALEIGH — The latest episode of All Things
Judicial features excerpts of an interview with
former Chief Justice's Commission on
Professionalism Executive Director Mel Wright
who retired December 31, 2023. Wright
became the Executive Director of the North
Carolina Chief Justice's Commission on
Professionalism in November 1999, and served
in that capacity until August 2017. He resumed
this role from March 2019 through December
2023 and was succeeded by Lenoir County
attorney Jimbo Perry.

"Professionalism is important because it deals with things such as competency,
ethics, and how you represent clients the best way you know how," Wright said
on the podcast. "We have ethical rules that we have to abide by and that is the
minimum. Professionalism is a step higher I think." 

This interview was conducted in 2023 by the current Executive Director of
the Chief Justice's Commission on Professionalism Jimbo Perry. A video of this
interview can be found on the NCcourts YouTube channel.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties. 
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2021–22 was $672.4M, 86.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 13.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.59% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Chris Mears

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607

919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov
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