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All Things Judicial Features a Discussion on
the History of the North Carolina Constitution

RALEIGH — A special episode of All Things
Judicial celebrates North Carolina Constitution
Day by featuring excerpts of a discussion
between Chief Justice Paul Newby and former
University of North Carolina School of Law
Professor John Orth on the history of the North
Carolina Constitution. North Carolina
Constitution Day is December 18, the
anniversary of the day the first North Carolina
constitution was ratified in 1776. 

"The Greek philosopher Aristotle defined a
'constitution' as the 'arrangement of offices in a state' and that is essentially what
the state constitution does in state government," said Orth on the podcast. "But
that does not mention what we think of as so important which are the rights
which are protected by, not created by, but protected by the state constitution."

"With regard to Professor Orth's question 'what is a constitution,' my response
would simply be that it's a foundational social contract among 'we the people'
with regard to the relationship between the people and government," said Newby
on the podcast. "Particularly with regard to individual rights versus the
government."

This discussion was recording earlier in 2023 and the complete video can be
found on the NCcourts YouTube channel.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties. 
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2021–22 was $672.4M, 86.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 13.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.59% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.
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