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       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
       October 12, 2023

All Things Judicial Features an Interview with Beaufort
County Attorney Claude R. Wheatly, Jr.

RALEIGH — The latest episode of All Things
Judicial features excerpts of an interview with
attorney Claude R. Wheatly, Jr. from Beaufort
County. Wheatly was licensed to practice law in
1941 but postponed his legal career to enlist in
the U.S. Army after the Japanese bombed
Pearl Harbor later that year. Post WWII, he
returned to Beaufort County where he earned
recognition and praise as a general practitioner
for over 70 years. In the interview, Wheatly
gives advice to new attorneys and shares
stories about his life and career which included
an account of being held at gunpoint by a disgruntled client. The interview was
conducted by attorney James T. Cheatham in 2005 for the Chief Justice's
Commission on Professionalism.

"Just because your opponents may be experienced trial lawyers and you are a
beginner, don't let that frighten you," said Wheatly on the podcast. "Look into the
facts of the case. Because they are experienced does not mean they are right." 

This interview is part of the Chief Justice's Commission on Professionalism's
Historic Video Series. A video of this interview can be found on the NCcourts
YouTube channel.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties. 
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2021–22 was $672.4M, 86.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 13.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.59% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Chris Mears

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607

919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov
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