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NC	Senate	District	41	Newsle2er
September	8,	2023

Budget	Update

Although	nothing	has	been	officially	calendared	yet,	signs	are	strong	that	the	overdue
two-year	state	budget	will	be	revealed	next	week	and	that	the	NCGA	will	return	to
Raleigh	to	vote	on	it.	Some	Republican	leaders	are	hoping	to	include	gambling
expansion,	including	authoriza@on	of	several	new	casinos	and	legaliza@on	of	slot-
machine-style	consoles,	in	the	budget	bill.	It's	unclear	at	this	point	whether	there	are
sufficient	votes	to	pass	a	budget	that	includes	these	provisions.	If	they	are	included,
lawmakers	will	be	forced	to	vote	with	li2le	@me	to	review	or	debate	the	idea.
Nego@a@ons	about	casinos	have	reportedly	been	happening	in	private,	delaying
implementa@on	of	raises	for	teachers,	bus	drivers	and	school	support	staff,	Medicaid
expansion,	benefits	for	state	re@rees,	and	the	ongoing	inability	to	hire	adequate
employees	at	NCDMV	and	most	other	state	agencies.	You	can	read	more	about	the	latest
on	these	topics	here.	Please	let	me	know	what	you	think	about	the	idea	of	adding
mulMple	gambling	casinos	and	slot	machines	in	our	state.

Senator	Marcus	in	the	Community

Last	week,	I	a2ended	an	an@-human	trafficking	training	hosted	by	the	Lantern	Project,	a
North	Carolina-based	non-profit	whose	primary	goals	are	to	educate	the	public,	iden@fy
the	signs,	and	generate	strong	community	@es	to	prevent	human	trafficking.	This	webinar
was	designed	to	teach	legislators	how	to	recognize	the	signs	that	someone	is	a	vic@m	of

human	trafficking	and	how	we	can	help	protect	people,	especially	children.
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I	signed	this	le2er	in	support	of	the	ERA-NC	Alliance's	request	to	change	gendered
language	in	many	of	our	North	Carolina	statutes.	The	group	met	with	the	NC	General

Statutes	Commission	in	June	to	review	the	changes.	During	this	mee@ng,	the	Commission
asked	that	the	suggested	changes	to	the	statutes	be	narrowed	down,	which	the	group
has	done.	Hopefully,	with	the	support	of	legislators,	these	changes	will	be	approved	so

our	statutes	apply	equally	to	all	people,	regardless	of	gender.

Last	week,	I	joined	Governor	Cooper,	fellow	legislators,	and	local	elected	officials	for	a
visit	to	the	CMS	bus	lot	in	Senate	District	41	on	Wilkinson	Blvd,	to	meet	the	drivers	who
ensure	our	children	are	delivered	safely	to	and	from	school	each	day.	There	is	a	shortage
of	drivers	this	year,	which	we	would	like	to	address	by	offering	a	compe@@ve	wage	in	the
new	state	budget.	Un@l	more	drivers	can	be	hired	and	cer@fied,	CMS	will	use	satellite

stops	to	economize.	Anyone	interested	in	becoming	a	CMS	bus	driver	can	sign	up	here	-
Classes	start	September	11.	Also,	Governor	Cooper	announced	that	he	will	release	funds

from	his	discre@onary	fund	to	relieve	the	bo2leneck	at	the	training	and	cer@fica@on
stage,	so	we	can	get	more	drivers	behind	the	wheel	faster.	Read	more	here.

Mecklenburg	ShiSing	to	eCourts
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This	week,	I	a2ended	a	briefing	by	the	Administra@ve	Office	of	the	Courts	about
Mecklenburg	County's	imminent	shiY	to	eCourts.	It	is	expected	to	make	the	court	system
work	more	efficiently	and	equitably,	bringing	us	into	the	modern	era	and	reducing	the
need	for	paper	and	cumbersome	folders.	We	are	assured	that	all	stakeholders	are
prepped	and	ready	to	make	it	work,	hopefully	avoiding	some	of	the	problems

encountered	in	other	coun@es	2hat	launched	earlier.	If	you	have	concerns	or	ques@ons
about	the	switch	to	eCourts,	let	me	know	and	I	can	put	you	in	touch	with	someone	at

AOC	to	assist	you.

Deadline	Approaching	for	CMS:
Sex	EducaMon,	Preferred	Name,	Pronouns,	and

Student	InformaMon	Surveys

As	a	result	of	the	Parents'	Bill	of	Rights,	parents	with	the	Charlo2e-Mecklenburg	Schools
district	must	fill	out	forms	to	let	the	district	know	a)	what	name	and	pronouns	their	child
can	use	at	school,	b)	whether	their	child	can	a2end	reproduc@ve	health	and	safety
educa@on	programs,	and	c)	whether	their	child	can	par@cipate	in	protected	student
informa@on	surveys.	Previously,	students	received	the	instrucMon	under	(b)	and	(c)
unless	parents	opted	out;	now	parents	must	opt	in.	This	is	crea@ng	a	lot	of
administra@ve	work	for	schools	and	they	are	asking	for	your	coopera@on.	The	deadline
to	complete	the	form	is	Monday,	September	11.	Learn	more	here,	including	an
interview	I	did	with	WCNC-TV	about	the	new	requirements.

Resources	for	Student	Loan	Borrowers	Returning	to
Repayment
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The	pandemic-related	pause	of	payments,	interest,	and	collec@ons	for	most	federal
student	loan	borrowers	ended	September	1st.	As	a	result,	tens	of	millions	of	borrows	will
have	or	will	soon	receive	a	bill	due	this	October.	Many	borrowers	will	be	receiving	this	bill
for	the	first	@me	in	over	three	years,	and	those	who	graduated	during	the	pandemic	are
likely	receiving	this	bill	for	the	first	@me.

Because	this	process	is	confusing	and	the	resources	available	may	be	difficult	to	navigate,
please	view	this	helpful	resource	document	to	learn	about	the	process	and	review	the
help	that	may	be	available	to	you,	as	well	as	the	op@ons	you	have	for	repayment	plans.

If	borrowers	are	not	able	to	make	payments,	even	through	an	income-driven	repayment
plan,	the	Department	of	Educa@on	has	ins@tuted	a	special	return	to	repayment	on-ramp
period,	which	will	func@on	like	a	grace	period	through	September	30,	2024.	During	this
@me,	loan	servicers	will	automa@cally	apply	a	forbearance	to	borrowers’	accounts	for	the
payments	they	miss,	and	borrowers	will	be	able	to	avoid	the	most	significant
consequences	of	delinquency	and	default.	Those	who	were	eligible	for	the	pandemic
payment	pause	are	eligible	for	this	benefit.

Overdose	Awareness	PresentaMon	and	Q&A
September	13th

Davidson	Lifeline	is	hos@ng	this	community	conversa@on	and	Q	&	A	session	on
September	13th	at	6:30	PM	about	youth	drug	use,	Fentanyl,	and	Xylazine.	The	event	will
be	held	at	the	Davidson	Town	Hall	&	Community	Center	(251	South	St,	Davidson).	This
panel	is	designed	to	provide	answers,	resources,	and	help	our	community	iden@fy	the
signs	of	an	overdose.	Read	more	about	the	event	here.

COVID-19	Trends,	Wastewater	Monitoring,	and	Hospital
Admissions
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This	week,	I	a2ended	a	briefing	by	NC	DHHS	about	the	recent	surge	in	COVID-19	cases.
We	have	seen	steady	increases	in	COVID-19	virus	par@cles	and	hospital	admissions	this
summer,	as	we	saw	in	previous	summers.	As	of	the	most	recent	week	recorded:

• An	average	of	36.2	Million	COVID-19	virus	parMcles	per	person	were	found	in
wastewater	samples	statewide,	an	increase	from	the	week	before	(28.8	Million)

• 493	hospital	admissions	were	for	COVID-19,	and	16	were	for	influenza,	an
increase	for	both	viruses	the	week	before	(484	for	COVID-19	and	8	for	influenza)

There	is	a	steep	upward	trend	in	wastewater,	reaching	levels	we've	not	seen	since	last
winter,	but	not	so	much	severity	as	shown	in	hospital	admissions.	These	increases	occur
because	of	summer	travel,	the	beginning	of	the	school	year,	the	evolu@on	of	variant
strains,	and	the	waning	immunity	of	the	popula@on	as	more	@me	passes	since	people's
most	recent	infec@on	and	vaccina@on.	View	a	live	graph	of	the	informa@on	here.

To	combat	the	spread	of	the	virus,	make	sure	you	receive	an	updated	vaccine	as	soon
as	it's	available.	People	with	the	updated	vaccine	are	18.6	@mes	less	likely	to	die	from
COVID-19.	COVID-19	vaccines	are	available	to	everyone	6	months	and	older,	and	you	are
due	for	another	dose	if	your	last	COVID-19	vaccine	was	before	September	2022.	The	new
vaccine	will	be	available	later	this	month;	watch	this	link for	informa@on	about	that.	Find
a	COVID-19	vaccine	near	you	here.

Though	the	federal	public	health	emergency	ended	May	11,	North	Carolina	will	conMnue
to	offer	free	COVID-19	vaccines	while	supplies	last.	You	can	get	a	free	vaccine	regardless
of	your	immigra@on	status.	You	can	also	get	a	free	vaccine	even	if	you	don't	have
insurance.	Once	emergency	supplies	run	out,	COVID-19	vaccines	will	be	available	like
other	vaccines.	Medicare,	Medicaid,	and	private	insurance	will	cover	the	cost.

North	Carolina's	Law	on	Stopping	for	a	School	Bus

Annual	reminder:	All	traffic	must	stop	for	a	stopped	bus,	unless	it	is	on	a	road	of	four	or
more	lanes	with	a	median	or	center	turning	lane.	Please	see	review	this	diagram	for	a
reminder	as	we	enter	the	new	school	year.
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Links	to	Helpful	InformaMon

DomesMc	Violence	Hotline:	If	you	or	someone	you	know	is	experiencing	domes@c
violence	or	partner	abuse,	please	call	Safe	Alliance	at	704-332-2513	and	they	can	help
you.

Suicide	PrevenMon:	If	you	have	thoughts	of	harming	yourself,	please	call	or	text	988,	the
Suicide	Preven@on	Hotline	for	help.

Property	Tax	values	and	histories	in	Mecklenburg	County	can	be	searched	on	this	site
that	includes	links	to	Polaris	and	informa@on	about	past	assessments.	You	can	find	more
detailed	informa@on	on	real	estate	values	on	the	Mecklenburg	site.

Mecklenburg's	Department	of	Community	Resources provides	individuals	and	families
with	immediate	access	to	a	diverse	range	of	Mecklenburg	County	Health	and	Human
Services	programs	and	community	partner	services	in	Community	Resources	Centers
throughout	the	County.

Mecklenburg's	County	Bar website	provides	a	list	of	pro	bono	resources	for	those	unable
to	afford	legal	counsel.

Voter	InformaMon:	You	can	find	your	current	informa@on	on	the	NC	Voter	Lookup	page.	

Unclaimed	Cash!	Visit	NCCash.com	today	to	see	if	you	have	unclaimed	property	under
the	supervision	of	the	NC	Treasurer’s	office.

Free	Property	Tax	Assistance	Services

Do	you	need	help	with	your	property
taxes?	The	Charlohe	Center	for	Legal
Advocacy	is	providing	free	assistance	to
help	homeowners	prepare	their	NC
property	tax	relief	applica@ons.	Call
980-256-7952	or	visit	their	website	to
learn	more	here.

COVID-19	Test	Updates	-	this	informaMon	sMll	up	to	date

COVID	TESTS	are	approved	for	use	aYer	expira@on	date.	The	FDA	granted	another	three-
month	shelf-life	extension	for	the	iHealth	COVID-19	An@gen	Rapid	Test,	which	extended
the	shelf-life	of	all	iHealth	tests	from	6	months	to	15	months.	Please	use	the	tool	at	the
link	below	to	check	the	most	updated	expira@on	date	of	your	kit.	FDA	for	shelf-life
extensions	are	issued	every	three	months	based	on	stability	studies,	and	the	new	shelf-
lives	for	our	tests	will	apply	to	tests	already	produced	as	well	as	future	produc@on.	More
informa@on	here.

Financial	Update	on	the	State's	General	Fund
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The	Office	of	the	State	Controller	(OSC)	released	the	General	Fund	Cash	Watch	numbers
for	the	week	ending	Friday,	September	1.	OSC	provides	a	weekly	update	on	the	State’s
General	Fund	cash	posi@on	which	can	be	found	at	osc.nc.gov.	The	current	unreserved
cash	balance	in	state	coffers	is	$6.580	billion.

The	State	Controller	is	North	Carolina’s	chief	fiscal	officer	and	serves	as	an	independent
resource	to	ensure	the	financial	integrity	of	the	State.

Contact	Our	Office
Phone:	(919)	715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Sarah.E.Reynolds@ncleg.gov
Sara
Mailing	Address:
300	N.	Salisbury	Street,
Rm.	519
Raleigh,	NC	27603 How	can	we	help	you?	Let	us	know	and	reach

out	to	our	office!	We	want	to	hear	from	you.

Senator	Natasha	Marcus	|	Website   

Sen. Natasha Marcus, District 41 | 300 N. Salisbury Street, Raleigh, NC 27603
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