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The Upstate New York Poison Center will mark   
Monday, Aug. 21, Fentanyl Prevention and                 

Awareness Day, by sounding the alarm on fentanyl. 
“Fentanyl is a potent synthetic opioid. It poses a significant national health issue,     
contributing to a concerning rise in opioid-related deaths nationwide,” says Jeanna  
Marraffa, PharmD, clinical director of the Upstate New York Poison Center, “Similarly, 
our poison center based in Syracuse has observed an increase in poison-related calls  
involving fentanyl and its derivatives. We recognize the urgent need for proactive 
measures to combat this epidemic.” 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, fentanyl is up to 50 times 
stronger than heroin and 100 times stronger than morphine. It is a major contributor to 
fatal and nonfatal overdoses in the U.S. There are two types of fentanyl: pharmaceutical 
fentanyl and illegally made fentanyl. Both are considered synthetic opioids.                   
Pharmaceutical fentanyl is prescribed by doctors to treat severe pain. However, most 
recent cases of fentanyl-related overdoses are linked to illegally made fentanyl. 

The United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reminds everyone that “One 
Pill Can Kill.” The DEA says, “Never trust your own eyes to determine if a pill is                      
legitimate. The only safe medications are ones prescribed by a trusted medical                      
professional and dispensed by a licensed pharmacist.” 

The Upstate New York Poison Center encourages all families who have any opioid                  
prescriptions, including fentanyl, in their home to keep the pills in their original                        
container and keep the bottle out of reach and sight of children and teens. Fentanyl 
patches should be folded in half before disposing. The Poison Center also encourages 
the use of a lockbox for all prescription and non-prescription medicines. 

If an individual is suspected of swallowing/inhaling a drug that might contain 
fentanyl: 

1. Call 911 if the individual is not breathing 

2. If one has access to Naloxone (Narcan), follow instructions to administer Narcan. 

3. If the person is awake and breathing and, direct questions to the Poison Center at    

1-800-222-1222. It is recommended that individuals say this number to their contact 

list. 

As a vital resource for communities in Upstate New York, the Upstate New York Poison 

Center remains steadfast in its mission to educate families and individuals about the 

dangers of fentanyl and provide essential guidance in times of crisis. poison center          

provides free educational materials, including brochures, posters, magnets, pencils, 

etc., for families, community centers, schools, and healthcare facilities throughout our 

54-county coverage area.  
 

See more of this article at: https://www.upstate.edu/news/articles/2023/2023-08-16-fentanyl.php#:~:text=21%20as%20National%

20Fentanyl%20Prevention%20and%20Awareness%20Day,-The%20Upstate%20New 

https://www.cdc.gov/stopoverdose/fentanyl/index.html
https://www.dea.gov/onepill
https://www.dea.gov/onepill
https://bit.ly/2QfOrsr
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2023 - 00:00 
 

Early Voting Begins Thursday for Municipal Elec-
tions in Charlotte and Sanford; Voters Will Be 
Asked for Photo ID 
The in-person early voting period for September 2023 municipal elections in CHARLOTTE and Sanford   
begins Thursday, August 24, and ends Saturday, September 9. 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. 
The in-person early voting period for September 2023 municipal elections in Charlotte and Sanford begins 
Thursday, August 24, and ends Saturday, September 9. This is the first election in which voters will be asked to 
show photo identification under a law enacted in 2018. 
 
The State Board of Elections offers the following 10 tips for early voters in those two cities: 
 
1. Eligible voters may cast a ballot at any early voting site in their county. For sites and hours, use the One-

Stop Early Voting Site Search or read One-Stop Voting Sites for the September 12, 2023 Election (PDF). 
2. Sample ballots are available for eligible voters through the Voter Search tool. To be eligible to vote in a   
     municipal election, the voter must be registered and live in that municipality – and, in some cases, the ward 

or district with a seat up for election. 
3. Voters will be asked to show photo ID when checking in at the voting site. Most voters will simply show 

their driver’s license, but there are many other acceptable photo IDs. For more information, including the 
full list of acceptable IDs, visit Voter ID. 

4. If a voter cannot show a photo ID, they can still vote by filling out an ID Exception Form and voting a                  

provisional ballot. County boards of elections must count provisional ballots with properly completed ID     

Exception Forms.                                                                                                                                                             

5. Don’t have an ID? All county boards of elections can issue free voter photo IDs to registered voters in the 

county through the last day of early voting, which is September 9. To be issued a free voter photo ID card, the 

voter must provide their name, date of birth, and the last four numbers of their Social Security number, and 

have their photo taken. Additionally, any North Carolina resident can get a free non-driver’s ID card from the 

DMV. Find more information under “No-Fee ID Cards” at State IDs | NCDMV.                                                          

6. Individuals who missed the regular voter registration deadline for their municipality’s election may register 

and vote at the same time during the early voting period. Same-day registrants must attest to their eligibility 

and provide proof of where they live. For more information, visit Register in Person During Early Voting.                

7. Voters who receive an absentee ballot by mail may deliver their completed ballot to an election official at an 

early voting site in their county during early voting hours. Ballots will be kept securely and delivered to the 

county board of elections for processing.                                                                                                                                     

8. The State Board asks that all voters respect the rights of others to participate in the election. Every eligible 

voter is entitled to cast their ballot freely, without harassment or intimidation. Voters who feel harassed or in-

timidated should notify an election official immediately. 

https://vt.ncsbe.gov/ossite/
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/ossite/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/One-Stop_Early_Voting/2023/One-Stop%20Site%20List_September2023.pdf
https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/voter-id
https://www.ncsbe.gov/news/press-releases/2023/08/02/voters-can-now-get-free-photo-id-cards-county-boards-elections
https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/license-id/identification/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ncsbe.gov/registering/how-register/register-person-during-early-voting
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9. Voters at one-stop early voting sites are entitled to the same assistance as voters at a voting place on Election 
Day. Curbside voting is available for eligible individuals at all early voting sites. For more information, vis-
it Curbside Voting. 
10. The State Board of Elections and county boards of elections do not generally provide information about 
candidates. However, candidates’ websites, political parties, media outlets, and advocacy groups often compile 
information about candidates for voters. 
 
For more information about early voting, please visit Vote Early in Person. For more information about munic-
ipal elections scheduled for October and November 2023, see Upcoming Election. 
 
### 
 
Source of Article: https://www.ncsbe.gov/news/press-releases/2023/08/22/early-voting-begins-thursday-municipal-elections-
charlotte-and-sanford-voters-will-be-asked-photo-id 

https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/help-voters-disabilities/accessible-voting-sites/curbside-voting
https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/vote-early-person
https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/upcoming-election
https://www.ncsbe.gov/news/press-releases/2023/08/22/early-voting-begins-thursday-municipal-elections-charlotte-and-sanford-voters-will-be-asked-photo-id
https://www.ncsbe.gov/news/press-releases/2023/08/22/early-voting-begins-thursday-municipal-elections-charlotte-and-sanford-voters-will-be-asked-photo-id
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th 2023 

10AM to 2PM 
 

CN JENKINS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1421 STATESVILLE AVENUE 

CHARLOTTE, NC 28206 

 

* SHOES * SOCKS * BACKPACKS * CARE BAGS 
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MONDAY, JUNE 5, 2023 - 00:00 
 

Governor Cooper Launches NC S.A.F.E. Initiative 
to Promote Safe Gun Storage 
 
Today, Governor Roy Cooper announced the NC S.A.F.E. (Secure All Firearms Effectively) 
initiative to urge North Carolinians to take action to safely store their firearms and save lives. 
 

RALEIGH 
 
Today, Governor Roy Cooper announced the NC S.A.F.E. (Secure All Firearms Effective-
ly) initiative to urge North Carolinians to take action to safely store their firearms and save 
lives. This call to action highlights firearm safety in response to mounting numbers of deaths 
of children and youth from firearm injury, along with a surge in firearm thefts across the state. 

“For those of us who own guns, it’s our responsibility to keep them safe and out of the wrong 
hands,” said Governor Cooper. “Safe storage is an essential part of responsible gun ownership, 
and this initiative will encourage North Carolinians to safely secure their firearms in their 
homes and vehicles.” 

There is an urgent need for North Carolinians to safely secure their firearms in order to de-
crease childhood deaths, decrease firearm thefts, and increase the safety of homes and commu-
nities. The NC S.A.F.E. (Secure All Firearms Effectively) is a new statewide initiative that pro-
vides resources on best practices for firearm storage and safety. NC S.A.F.E. is not associated 
with any advocacy-based initiatives related to gun laws or regulations. 

“Children are gaining access to firearms in their homes, and gun theft — especially from cars 
— is on the rise throughout North Carolina,” said NC Department of Public Safety Deputy 
Secretary William Lassiter. “Today, more than 20% of youth car break-ins involve guns. That’s 
double what we’ve seen in recent years. We all have to work together to stop guns from getting 
into the wrong hands.” 

“Too many of our children are dying from gun violence, and it simply does not have to be this 
way,” said Attorney General Josh Stein. “If you own a gun or are thinking of buying one, lock 
it up and keep it secured so it’s not stolen or lost. Our children’s lives may depend on it.”    

The NC S.A.F.E. initiative is part of Governor Cooper’s ongoing commitment to reducing vio-
lence and strengthening public safety in North Carolina. In March 2023, the Governor an-
nounced the creation of a statewide Office of Violence Prevention focused on reducing vio-
lence and firearm misuse in North Carolina. In 2019, the Governor directed state agencies to 
close crime reporting gaps between state and federal agencies. The Governor’s budget pro-
posal includes investments in school and community safety, including the Office of Violence 
Prevention. 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncsafe.org%2F&cf=13425&v=658a98e39696e215896db52faa8a0cae6c3836496c5e910be132a601718f385a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncsafe.org%2F&cf=13425&v=658a98e39696e215896db52faa8a0cae6c3836496c5e910be132a601718f385a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.nc.gov%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2F2023%2F03%2F14%2Fgovernor-cooper-signs-executive-order-establishing-state-office-violence-preve
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.nc.gov%2Fnews%2Fgovernor-cooper-signs-gun-safety-executive-directive&cf=13425&v=7ecc1b5d8bb85cf97f85a96b30b0728cee280a8613c24f69
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Firearms are the leading cause of injury-related death among children and youth in North Car-
olina. Last year, a Johnston County 2-year-old died from a single gunshot wound to the head 
after finding his father’s loaded handgun in the front seat of the family’s truck. In April, a 7-
year-old in Robeson County died while visiting a family member after the child found a loaded 
gun inside the residence. Nationwide, an estimated 82% of adolescent suicides by firearm in-
volve a gun belonging to a family member. 

Gun thefts have increased across North Carolina. In Raleigh, 211 firearms were stolen from 
vehicles in 2020. In Durham, 62% of the approximately 185 gun thefts from cars in 2022 were 
from unlocked cars — meaning these were preventable crimes. According to a 2021 Behavior-
al Risk Factor Surveillance System survey, more than half of the firearms that were stored 
loaded at home—already a safety risk--were also unlocked. 

Gun owners in North Carolina can prevent firearm injuries and deaths as well as gun theft 
through safe storage. There are many ways to effectively secure a gun, including cable locks, 
trigger locks, gun safes, lockboxes, and gun cases. To secure guns in vehicles, NC S.A.F.E. 
urges gun owners to both lock their vehicle and safely secure the firearm with a locking de-
vice. 

Governor Cooper has proclaimed June 4 – 10 as NC S.A.F.E. Week of Action to raise aware-
ness about the importance of safe gun storage. As part of this week, representatives of the 
North Carolina Department of Public Safety will be traveling across the state to spread this 
message along with local law enforcement, juvenile justice and other partners in public safety. 
In addition, NC S.A.F.E. will be encouraging all North Carolinians to secure their firearms ef-
fectively and to insist others do in their communities to save lives. 

Visit ncsafe.org to find a full list of firearm storage options and a checklist for the steps to ef-
fectively secure firearms. 

 
Source of article: https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2023/06/05/governor-cooper-
launches-nc-safe-initiative-promote-safe-gun-storage 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncdhhs.gov%2Fpublic-health-approaches-reduce-violence-and-firearm-misuse-leading-injury-and-death%2Fopen&cf=13425&v=59c0f8594176567ed
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbs17.com%2Fnews%2Flocal-news%2Fjohnston-county-news%2Fdad-pleads-guilty-after-johnston-county-toddler-dies-in-shooting%2F&cf=13425&v
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwpde.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fit-is-just-so-quiet-in-my-house-now-without-him-robeson-co-mother-after-childs-death&cf=13425&v=f75e7615b428ffa
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwpde.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fit-is-just-so-quiet-in-my-house-now-without-him-robeson-co-mother-after-childs-death&cf=13425&v=f75e7615b428ffa
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpublichealth.jhu.edu%2Fdepartments%2Fhealth-policy-and-management%2Fresearch-and-practice%2Fcenter-for-gun-violence-solutions%2Fsolutions
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpublichealth.jhu.edu%2Fdepartments%2Fhealth-policy-and-management%2Fresearch-and-practice%2Fcenter-for-gun-violence-solutions%2Fsolutions
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fraleighnc.gov%2Fsafety%2Flock-it-or-lose-it&cf=13425&v=dfc24ca0d98be9a41cc696b2fdd147fb3e8f9e186771541876ae0eeb4e829b9e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fraleighnc.gov%2Fsafety%2Flock-it-or-lose-it&cf=13425&v=dfc24ca0d98be9a41cc696b2fdd147fb3e8f9e186771541876ae0eeb4e829b9e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fstolen-guns-from-cars-put-further-strain-on-durham-police%2F20653198%2F&cf=13425&v=4b378718294b49d637f04613bcb7f72057c5d19
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fstolen-guns-from-cars-put-further-strain-on-durham-police%2F20653198%2F&cf=13425&v=4b378718294b49d637f04613bcb7f72057c5d19
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fschs.dph.ncdhhs.gov%2Fdata%2Fbrfss%2F2021%2Fnc%2Fnccr%2FLOADULK2.html&cf=13425&v=5fbb682592cbfa477e0feededd697000f9ca21a9d5b6fa25a936e861
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fschs.dph.ncdhhs.gov%2Fdata%2Fbrfss%2F2021%2Fnc%2Fnccr%2FLOADULK2.html&cf=13425&v=5fbb682592cbfa477e0feededd697000f9ca21a9d5b6fa25a936e861
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.nc.gov%2Fgovernor-proclaims-north-carolina-safe-week-action-2023%2Fopen&cf=13425&v=8c200551f01c9f37adb778af136d2af6dcfb81454cb48
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39297362&msgid=509792&act=HEWZ&c=1346310&pid=1108135&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncsafe.org%2F&cf=13425&v=658a98e39696e215896db52faa8a0cae6c3836496c5e910be132a601718f385a
https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2023/06/05/governor-cooper-launches-nc-safe-initiative-promote-safe-gun-storage
https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2023/06/05/governor-cooper-launches-nc-safe-initiative-promote-safe-gun-storage
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Newest Suicide Prevention Signs going in  

Mecklenburg County's 4th Street Parking Deck!  
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CIAA may have left the city, but we haven't! Get your tickets to the 10th Annual Low Country Gala 

using promo code HBCU10 to save 10% on your early bird tickets. 

 

Your ticket purchase helps to provide scholarships to deserving high school seniors in Charlotte 

Mecklenburg Schools planning to attend any HBCU.  

 

Please visit DavidandFriendsLLC.net to learn more about our organization and how you can help.  

Early Bird      General Admission    
$75.00+$6.88 Fee     $80.00+$7.21 Fee     
Sales end on Jul 23, 2023    Sales start on Jul 23, 2023 
Sales ends on July15th 
 

  VIP Tables 
 $1,000.00+$68.91 Fee 
 Sales end on Sep 8, 2023 
  Guaranteed Seating, Recognition in Booklet, Signage on Table and at Check in, Private Bar 

Go to Eventbrite to purchase: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/david-friends-back-in-stride-again-fundraising-gala-supporting-hbcus-
tickets-530716797227?discount=HBCU10 

https://davidandfriendsllc.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a6bc262bbe332023268fe240&id=00da56e195&e=7691d679a5
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Services Available 
Individual Counseling 

Family Counseling 

Marriage & Couples Counseling 

Peer Support Services 

Intensive In-Home Services 

Community Health and Support Services 

Group Counseling 

Substance Abuse Intensive Outpatient Therapy 

Sexual Trauma Therapy 

 School Advocacy 

Crisis Intervention 

COVID-19 testing, tracing, and vaccinations 

 

All of our services ae culturally sensitive and can be provided in the office or home settings. 

The following methods of payment are accepted: 

United Health Care 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

United Behavioral Health 

Optum Health Behavioral Solutions 

Tricare (Prime & Standard) 

Aetna Healthcare 

Cigna Healthcare 

Medcost 

NC Medicaid 

NC HealthChoice 

Sliding Scale Fee for Self-Pay Consumers 
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  15 

 

Genesis Project is moving forward into integrative services. To do so, we now 

have medical services at our center with a holistic approach, which means                

providing support that looks at the whole person, not just their mental health 

needs. The support should also consider their physical, emotional, social, and  

spiritual wellbeing. Come one come all or refer someone to get a medical                      

evaluation.   

Call 704-596-0505, TODAY!!! 
 

Let's support the mission and the great opportunity of having a doctor supporting                                  

Genesis Project’s program. 
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