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NC	Senate	District	41	Newsle2er
April	6,	2023

Special	Edi6on	to	accommodate	Spring	Break	at	the	NCGA

Introduced	&	Co-Sponsored	Bills
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These	are	the	bills	I	have	introduced	and	co-sponsored	in	the	past	week.	Today	was	the
bill	filing	deadline	for	the	Long	Session.	You	can	find	a	full	list	of	the	bills	I	have
supported	here.

Introduced	bills:
• SB462,	Highway	Safety	Omnibus/AddiGonal	Magistrates.	Increases	magistrates
and	state	troopers	in	Mecklenburg	County,	revises	certain	penal6es	for	failure	to
stop	for	a	school	bus,	and	expands	the	opera6onal	hours	of	the	Charlo2e	iMap
Center.

• SB495,	2023	Safe	Drinking	Water	Act.	Protects	NC	ci6zens	from	harmful	toxins	in
drinking	water	by	requiring	the	Commission	for	Public	Health	to	establish
maximum	contaminant	levels	for	chemicals	that	are	probable	or	known
carcinogens	or	are	otherwise	toxic.

• SB503,	Menstrual	Products	Sales	Tax	ExempGon.	Exempts	menstrual	products
from	the	state	sales	tax.

• SB537,	The	Patrick	Mays	Hazard	Light	Safety	Act.*	Requires	use	of	hazard	warning
signal	lamps	for	vehicles	stopped	in	highway	traffic.	Named	in	honor	of	cons6tuent
who	passed	away	when	traffic	was	stopped	on	I-77	and	his	car	was	hit	from	behind
by	a	tractor	trailer	that	didn't	stop	in	6me.

• SB554,	Study	and	Abate	Ocular	Melanoma/Funds.	Appropriates	$200,000	to	ECU
Department	of	Public	Health	to	study	and	abate	ocular	melanoma	in	Northern
Mecklenburg	County.

• SB555,	Working	Families	Act.	Omnibus	bill	co-sponsored	by	all	House	and	Senate
Democrats	in	support	of	working	families	that	would	reduce	childcare	copayments,
reenact	the	childcare	tax	credit,	increase	the	minimum	wage,	support	homebuyers,
and	enact	paid	family	leave.

• SB569,	Create	Public	App.	for	ReporGng	Threats.	Directs	DPS	to	develop	a	plan	to
create	a	digital	applica6on	that	will	encourage	and	allow	people	to	quickly	and
anonymously	report	6ps	regarding	threats	to	public	safety.

• SB575,	DomesGc	Violence	VicGms'	SeparaGon	Waiver.*	Waives	the	required	one-
year	period	of	separa6on	for	divorce	when	a	person	in	the	marriage	is	a	vic6m	of
domes6c	violence.

• SB603,	ConfidenGality	of	Animal	Services	Records.* A	bill	requested	by	the	ASPCA
keeping	personally	iden6fiable	records	rela6ng	to	animal	adop6ons	confiden6al,
including	when	animals	are	placed	in	foster	care	due	to	domes6c	violence
situa6ons.

• SB676,	Restricted	Drivers	License	for	Undocumented	Immigrants.	Authorizes	the
DMV	to	issue	restricted	drivers	licenses	to	undocumented	immigrants.

• SB681,	Polluters	Pay.	Makes	persons	causing	or	contribu6ng	to	contamina6on
responsible	for	costs	of	cleanup	and	provision	of	alterna6ve	water	supplies	to
persons	with	water	supplies	affected	by	such	contamina6on.

• SB733,	IdenGty	The`	protecGon	Act/Changes.	Ensures	greater	protec6on	from
security	breaches	and	publica6on	of	personal	informa6on	per	recommenda6ons
from	the	Department	of	Jus6ce	and	the	NC	Retail	Merchants	Associa6on.

Co-sponsored	bills:
• SB384, Carbon	Monoxide	Detectors/School	Buildings.*	Studies	the	installa6on	of
adequate	carbon	monoxide	alarm	and	detec6on	systems	and	the	implementa6on
of	radon	gas	tes6ng	in	all	iden6fied	public	schools.

• SB424,	Restore	the	American	Dream. Expands	workforce	housing	by	providing
current	and	ongoing	funding	for	the	Housing	Trust	Fund.

• SB437,	Hate	Crimes	PrevenGon	Act. Increases	the	scope	and	punishment	of	hate
crimes;	requires	SBI	to	create	and	maintain	a	hate	crimes	sta6s6cs	database;
provides	training	for	law	enforcement	officers	and	prosecutors	on	how	to	handle
and	prosecute	hate	crimes.

• SB450,	Seized	Weapons	Security	Act. Authorizes	local	law	enforcement	agencies
to	destroy	unclaimed	firearms	and	firearms	confiscated	aber	convic6on	of	certain
offenses	in	order	to	keep	the	weapons	off	the	streets.

• SB453,	SupporGng	Law	Enforcement.	Strengthens	policies	and	standards
surrounding	law	enforcement	officers,	including	support	for	community	policing
programs,	a	ban	on	chokeholds,	and	secng	standards	for	hiring	and	training	of
officers.

• SB457,	Amend	Animal	FighGng	&	Welfare	Laws.*	Increases	the	scope	and
punishment	of	certain	dog	figh6ng	and	bai6ng	offenses;	allows	addi6onal	tools	to
collect	evidence	for	felony	animal	figh6ng	offenses;	amends	the	dangerous	dog
laws	to	permit	a	case	by	case	determina6on	as	to	whether	a	dog	trained	for
figh6ng	is	dangerous;	and	makes	animal	figh6ng	and	other	cruelty	to	animal
offenses	subject	to	the	state	racketeer	influenced	and	corrupt	organiza6ons	law.

• SB461,	Reenact	EITC.	Reenacts	the	Earned	Income	Tax	Credit	to	help	middle
income	families.

• SB467,	2023	MOMnibus	Act.	Enacts	the	North	Carolina	MOMnibus	Act	by
establishing	the	Maternal	Mortality	Preven6on	Grant	Program,	tackling	implicit
bias	in	healthcare,	and	suppor6ng	and	diversifying	lacta6on	consultant	training
programs

• SB481,	Small	Business	Investment	Grant.	Provides	funds	to	assist	small	businesses.
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• SB492,	Go	Big	for	Early	Childhood	EducaGon.	Appropriates	funds	to	provide	an
ongoing,	increased	source	of	funds	for	the	NC	Pre-K	Program	and	the	NC
Partnership	for	Children,	raises	the	base	reimbursement	rates	for	NC	Pre-K	sites,
and	provides	a	tax	credit	to	early	educa6on	teachers	and	directors.

• SB502,	Modify	School	Performance	Grades.	Modifies	school	performance	grades
to	provide	that	all	schools	receive	a	grade	for	school	achievement	and	a	grade	for
school	growth.

• SB509,	VicGms'	Right	To	Know/Rape	Kit	Status.	Provides	for	the	no6fica6on	of
vic6ms	of	rape	regarding	the	status	of	their	sexual	assault	examina6on	kit.

• SB516,	Improve	Cancer	Cluster	InvesGgaGons	in	NC.*	Establishes	a	Cancer	Cluster
Advisory	Commi2ee	within	the	NC	Collaboratory	and	appropriates	funds	to
establish	posi6ons	to	assist	with	its	cancer	cluster	inves6ga6on	du6es.

• SB517,	Structural	Fill	RemediaGon	Pilot.* Establishes	and	funds	a	pilot	program	for
the	remedia6on	of	certain	coal	ash	structural	fill	sites.

• SB534,	Protect	Whistleblower	LEOs	from	RetaliaGon.*	Protects	from	retalia6on
law	enforcement	officers	that	report	the	use	of	excessive	force	or	other	improper
or	unlawful	ac6vity	by	fellow	officers.

• SB543,	Remove	Barriers	to	Labor	Organizing.	Provides	labor	organiza6ons	with	the
unabridged	right	to	enter	into	labor	agreements	and	repeals	restric6ons	on	labor
organizing	by	public	employees.

• SB548,	Uniform	ParGGon	of	Heirs	Property	Act.*	Protects	family	landowners	from
forced	sales	to	help	them	keep	their	land	intact,	oben	for	farming.	As	North
Carolina	con6nues	to	grow,	this	bill	will	help	preserve	our	natural	and	rural
heritage,	including	important	wildlife	habitat	and	family	farms.	

• SB550,	Direct	Support	Professional	Wage	Increases.*	Increases	wages	to	direct
support	professionals	that	serve	Medicaid	beneficiaries	receiving	services	under
the	North	Carolina	Innova6ons	Waiver.

• SB558,	Broadband	Affordability	Program/Digital	Equity.	Establishes	the	NC
Broadband	Assistance	Program	to	provide	funds	to	eligible	low-income	families	to
help	make	broadband	more	affordable.

• SB565,	Removing	Barriers	to	Jobs	and	Housing.*	Improves	the	Second	Chance	Act
by	revising	the	laws	governing	the	automa6c	expunc6on	of	records	and	the
availability	of	expunged	records.

• SB567,	School	Mental	Health	Support	Act.	Appropriates	funds	for	a	school	mental
health	grant	program	and	establishes	a	mental	health	worker	loan	repayment
program.

• SB588,	Increase	Juror	Pay.	Raises	the	pay	rate	of	jurors	to	the	hourly	minimum
wage.

• SB598,	Healthy	Students	-	A	Nurse	in	Every	School.	Requires	at	least	one	school
nurse	in	every	school	beginning	in	the	2023-24	school	year	and	appropriates
addi6onal	funds	to	meet	that	requirement.

• SB642,	Independent	RedistricGng	Commission.	Amends	the	NC	Cons6tu6on	to
provide	for	an	independent	redistric6ng	process	and	establishes	the	NC	Ci6zens
Redistric6ng	Commission.

• SB652,	InvesGng	in	North	Carolina	Act.	Supported	by	all	House	and	Senate
Democrats.	Increases	Cost	of	Living	Adjustment	for	re6rees,	implements	raises	for
teachers	and	state	employees,	creates	a	small	business	tax	credit,	and	enacts	other
economic	investment	measures	for	the	state.

• SB710,	Community	Solar	Program	Changes.	Updates	the	2017	law	to	include
resiliency	and	other	changes	to	make	the	program	more	accessible	to	residents.

• SB713,	Build	Safer	CommuniGes	and	Schools	Act.	Supported	by	all	House	and
Senate	Democrats.	Increases	funds	for	school	safety	equipment	and	mental	health
services,	restores	the	pistol	purchase	permit	background	check	for	private	gun
sales,	requires	universal	background	checks,	and	creates	an	extreme	risk	protec6on
order	law.

*Bipar6san
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Below	are	a	few	noteworthy	bills	I	voted	on	over	the	past	week.	You	can	find	a	full	list	of
bills	I	voted	on	here.

Key	bills	on	which	I	voted	YES:
• SB80,	State	Auditor	Disclosure	and	Discovery	Act.*	Modifies	provisions	governing
the	State	Auditor's	obliga6on	to	make	records	pertaining	to	an	audit	or
inves6ga6on	available	for	inspec6on	to	State	or	federal	government	officials
seeking	access	to	such	records	in	connec6on	with	a	criminal	inves6ga6on	or	other
official	ma2er.

• SB228,	Private	CondemnaGon/Withdraw	Support.*	Allows	disbursement	without
prejudice	of	all	or	a	por6on	of	the	deposit	made	by	a	condemna6on	in	a	private
condemna6on	proceeding.

• SB303,	Strengthen	Juvenile	Laws.	Comprehensive	juvenile	jus6ce	reform	bill;	the
NCGA	con6nues	to	6nker	with	last	biennium's	"raise	the	age"	legisla6on.

• SB340,	Expand	ProbaGon	Officer/Sheriff	Authority.*	Bipar6san	bill	that	allows
district	a2orneys	to	file	proba6on	modifica6on	pe66ons,	allows	proba6on	officers
to	reduce	a	term	of	supervised	proba6on	in	certain	instances,	and	exempts
sheriff's	officers	from	certain	state	contrac6ng	requirements	when	contrac6ng	for
food	services	at	deten6on	facili6es.

Key	bills	on	which	I	voted	NO:
• SB27,	ParGsan	ElecGons	for	Soil	&	Water.	Provides	the	op6on	for	Soil	and	Water
Conserva6on	Districts	to	change	their	elec6ons	from	non-par6san	to	par6san.	I	do
not	support	this	bill	as	I	believe	we	should	not	be	making	all	elec6ons	par6san.

• SB282,	Veterinary	Medical	Board	InspecGons.	Amends	the	inspec6on	process	of
the	veterinary	medical	board.	I	voted	no	because	this	bill	does	not	have	support
from	the	NC	Veterinary	Medical	Board.

• SB286,	Make	Pamlico	Board	of	EducaGon	ElecGon	ParGsan.	Provides	for	the
par6san	elec6on	of	members	of	the	Pamlico	County	Board	of	Educa6on.	The
residents	in	this	area	made	clear	that	they	do	not	want	this	change.

• SB512,	Greater	Accountability	for	Boards/Commissions.	Amends	the
composi6ons	of	and	appointments	to	various	state	boards	and	commissions.	I
oppose	this	bill	as	this	is	another	power	grab	by	Republican	Legislators	to	take	the
Governor's	execu6ve	branch	power.	There	are	significant	cons6tu6onal	concerns
with	this	bill;	it	will	be	li6gated	if	it	becomes	law.	An	amendment	that	would	have
ensured	appointees	were	not	family	members,	donors	or	lobbyists	was	voted
down	by	the	majority.

• HB149,	Remote	Charter	Academies.	Authorizes	charter	schools	to	provide	remote
instruc6on	to	students	via	remote	charter	academies,	with	no	cap	on	the	number
of	such	remote	charter	schools.	Also	provides	a	1-year	extension	to	the	expiring
virtual	charter	school	pilot	program,	allows	enrollment	growth	and	increases
funding.	I	oppose	this	bill	because	the	virtual	charter	schools	that	exist	now	have
had	D	grades	each	of	the	five	years	they	have	operated	in	the	pilot	program	and
they	are	not	improving.	Addi6onally,	Republicans	added	a	last-minute
amendment	in	Educa6on	Commi2ee	to	give	the	NCGA	power	to	approve	or	reject
the	appointed	President	of	the	NC	Community	Colleges.	This	amendment	has	no
rela6on	to	the	underlying	bill	and	is	another	power	grab	by	Republicans
Legislators.	The	bill	was	added	to	the	calendar	at	the	last	minute	on	the	Senate
floor,	providing	li2le	6me	for	addi6onal	debate.	You	can	read	more	about	the	bill
here.

*Passed	Senate	unanimously

Judiciary	Commiiee	Updates

The	following	noteworthy	bills	were	discussed	in	the	Senate	Judiciary	Commiiee	over
the	past	week:

• SB80,	State	Auditor	Disclosure	and	Discovery	Act.	Details	in	the	"updates	on
noteworthy	votes"	sec6on.

• SB303,	Strengthen	Juvenile	Laws.	Details	in	the	"updates	on	noteworthy	votes"
sec6on.

• SB308,	Guardianship	Rights.	Bipar6san	bill	that	amends	the	laws	governing
guardianships	and	powers	of	a2orney.

• SB340,	Expand	ProbaGon	Officer/Sheriff	Authority.	Details	in	the	"updates	on
noteworthy	votes"	sec6on.

• SB512,	Greater	Accountability	for	Boards/Commissions.	Details	in	the	"updates
on	noteworthy	votes"	sec6on.
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EducaGon	Commiiee	Updates

The	following	noteworthy	bills	were	discussed	in	the	Senate	EducaGon/Higher	EducaGon
Commiiee	over	the	past	week:

• HB149,	Remote	Charter	Academies.	Details	in	the	"updates	on	noteworthy	votes"
sec6on.

Commerce	and	Insurance	Commiiee	Updates

The	following	noteworthy	bills	were	discussed	in	the	Senate	Commerce	and	Insurance
Commiiee	over	the	past	week:

• SB44,	Mobile	Beauty	Salons.	Bipar6san	bill	that	provides	licensure	of	mobile
beauty	salons	and	ensures	their	safe	and	hygienic	opera6on.	Similar	to	the	bill	that
allowed	mobile	barbershops	last	biennium.

Senator	Marcus	in	the	Community	&	MeeGngs	in	Raleigh

Last	Friday	I	toured	the	Charloie	Center	for	Legal	Advocacy.	I	had	a	great	6me	mee6ng	their	staff	and	learning	more
about	the	important	work	they	do	to	support	our	community.	If	you	need	help	with	seeking	asylum,	tax	debt	or

prepara6on,	securing	public	benefits,	domes6c	violence	protec6ons,	tax	disputes,	or	any	other	legal	ma2er,	contact
the	Center	to	ask	for	assistance.

I	par6cipated	in	the	Mayor’s	Fitness	Challenge	on	Sunday.	Each	of	the	three	towns	had	about	the	same	number	of
par6cipants	in	a2endance,	but	I	believe	Davidson	“won”	the	day	based	on	percentage	of	registered	par6cipants.	No

ma2er	which	town	you’re	playing	for,	I	hope	you’re	outside	enjoying	the	beau6ful	spring	weather.	
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Last	week	the	American	Kennel	Club	stopped	by	Raleigh
for	their	"Canines	at	the	Capitol"	event.	It	was	a	nice

treat	to	visit	with	this	adorable	puppy	and	other	unique
dogs.

I	had	a	great	mee6ng	with	the	Cheek	family	from
Huntersville	yesterday	to	learn	more	about	their

homeschooling	and	discuss	my	role	in	state	government.

Last	week	I	a2ended	a	legisla6ve	recep6on	to	hear	from	graduate	students	from	across	the	UNC	System.	They	were
engaging	speakers,	doing	impressive	research	and	teaching	in	their	field,	including	AI,	transporta6on,	food	scarcity,

film,	and	more.	NC's	future	is	bright.

Student	Walkouts:	I	See	You

Students	around	Mecklenburg	staged	walkouts	this	week	to	demand	acGon	from	the
NCGA	to	reduce	gun	violence,	including	students	at	North	Mecklenburg	High	School	in
SD41.	I	see	you.	I	stand	with	you.	I'm	trying.	I	filed	a	comprehensive	gun	safety	bill	last
month,	SB210,	the	Gun	Violence	PrevenGon	Act,	fought	against	the	repeal	of	our	state
background	check	for	handguns	(SB41,	Guarantee	2nd	Amendment	Freedoms	and
Protec6ons),	and	will	keep	working	to	pass	common	sense	gun	reform.

I	spoke	to	a	reporter	with	WSOC-TV	about	the	students'	protests.	You	can	see	the	story
here.

ApplicaGons	Open	for	the	2023	North	Carolina	Award
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NominaGons	are	being	accepted	for	the	2023	North	Carolina	Award,	the	highest	civilian
honor	bestowed	by	the	state,	now	through	April	30.

The	award	recognizes	“notable	accomplishments	by	North	Carolina	ci6zens”	in	the	fields
of	literature,	science,	fine	arts	and	public	service.

Award	nomina6ons	may	be	submi2ed	by	anyone.	A	new,	simplified	nomina6on	form
is	available	online	here.

The	2023	North	Carolina	Award	recipients	will	be	honored	at	an	event	later	this	year.	Past
award	recipients	have	included	some	of	the	country’s	most	dis6nguished	ar6sts,	poets,
writers,	performers,	journalists,	scien6sts	and	public	servants.

Informa6on	on	the	award	and	the	online	nomina6on	process	are	available	here.	To
receive	forms	by	mail	or	e-mail	contact	Jennifer	Fontes	at	Jennifer.fontes@ncdcr.gov	or
(919)	814-6756.

Senate	Page	Program	AccepGng	ApplicaGons

The	Page	Program	has	returned	to	the	NCGA	for	the	2023	Long	Session.	We	will	welcome
high	school	sophomores,	juniors,	and	seniors	from	across	the	state	to	the	NCGA.	This
one-week	program	offers	young	people	the	opportunity	to	learn	about	and	parGcipate
in	the	legislaGve	process	of	our	state.	Senate	Pages	are	important	to	the	opera6on	of
the	General	Assembly	as	they	assist	the	members	and	staff	of	the	Senate	during	the
legisla6ve	session.

The	program	will	be	offered	for	one-week	sessions	through	June	29,	2023.	Availability	of
weeks	is	based	on	a	first-come,	first-served	basis.	Each	Senator	can	select	up	to	five	Pages
for	the	Long	Session	and	preference	is	given	to	students	who	live	in	the	district.	No
experience	necessary.	Parents	of	pages	will	be	responsible	for	securing	lodging	during	the
6me	their	child	serves.

ApplicaGons	are	open	now.	If	you	or	someone	you	know	is	interested	in	applying,	please
email	me	at	natasha.marcus@ncleg.gov for	the	applica6on	link.	You	can	learn	more
about	the	applica6on	process	and	the	Page	Program	here.

Financial	Update	on	the	State's	General	Fund
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The	Office	of	the	State	Controller	(OSC)	released	the	General	Fund	Cash	Watch	numbers
for	the	week	ending	Friday,	March	31,	2023.	OSC	provides	a	weekly	update	on	the	State’s
General	Fund	cash	posi6on	which	can	be	found	at	osc.nc.gov.	The	current	unreserved
cash	balance	in	state	coffers	is	$2.324	billion.

The	State	Controller	is	North	Carolina’s	chief	fiscal	officer	and	serves	as	an	independent
resource	to	ensure	the	financial	integrity	of	the	State.

Contact	Our	Office
Phone:	(919)	715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov

Mailing	Address:
300	N.	Salisbury	Street,
Rm.	519
Raleigh,	NC	27603 How	can	we	help	you?	Let	us	know	and	reach

out	to	our	office!	We	want	to	hear	from	you.

Senator	Natasha	Marcus	|	Website   
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