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Judge Ashleigh Dunston at the entrance to the Wake County Legal Support Center.

All Things Judicial Highlights the
Wake County Legal Support Center

RALEIGH — In the latest All Things Judicial podcast
episode, we highlight the new Wake County Legal

Support Center. In the first segment, we are joined
by Wake County District Court Judge Ashleigh Parker e ) =
Dunston who discusses the center's creation and N

ALL THINGS

operation. In the second segment, Judge Dunston ." S

takes listeners on a tour of the new center and ] U D l C I A L
further explains how it serves the citizens of Wake

County.

"Over the last two months that (the center) has been in operation, we have seen
more informed and educated individuals coming in to represent themselves," said
Dunston on the podcast. "And that is exactly what the center is supposed to do."

The Wake County Legal Support Center is located in the Wake County
Courthouse and began operation on January 9, 2023. It is designed to serve as a
resource hub for Wake County residents who are self-represented litigants in civil
legal matters. The Center provides access to legal forms and information packets
that address common problems like family law and housing, while partnering with
community organizations to provide free legal clinics and access to other social
services and community resources.

Judge Ashleigh Parker Dunston is a district court judge in the 10th Judicial
District, which encompasses Wake County. Prior to that, Judge Dunston served as
an assistant attorney general at the North Carolina Department of Justice and as
an assistant district attorney at the Wake County District Attorney's Office.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.
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About North Carolina Judicial Branch

The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties.

The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2020-21 was $598.2M, 89.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 10.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.44% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts

The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.
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