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Save the Date: Town Hall in Huntersville on March 23

YOU ARE INVITED TO A

LEGISLATIVE TOWN HALL
WITH STATE SENATOR NATASHA MARCUS

NORTH COUNTY REGIONAL LIBRARY
16500 HOLLY CREST LANE, HUNTERSVILLE

& THURSDAY, MARCH 23 | 6PM
=

RSVP AT HTTP.//BIT.LY/MARCUSMARCHTC

Join me for my second town hall of the year on Thursday, March 23rd at 6PM. This will
be an in-person event at North County Regional Library (16500 Holly Crest Lane,
Huntersville) with an option to join virtually as well. You can sign up at this link. I'll
provide updates about my legislative priorities for the biennium, my committee work,
bills moving through the NCGA, and what issues are being debated in Raleigh.

Updates on Noteworthy Votes
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Key bills on which | voted YES:

e HB76, Access to Healthcare Options. An act to expand Medicaid in North
Carolina. I've been advocating for this important step for a very long time and was
proud and grateful to finally bipartisan support for this vitally important piece of
legislation. It will save lives, save rural hospitals, boost our economy, avoid medical
bankruptcies and more.

HJR175, Confirm Ed Wilson/Special Superior Court Judge*. Approve confirmation
of Ed Wilson as Special Superior Court Judge per Governor's Cooper's
recommendation.

SB58, Protect Critical Infrastructure*®. Increases punishment for attacks committed
against utilities. This bill was passed in response to the attack on Moore County's
critical infrastructure.

SB156, Medicaid Children & Families Specialty Plan. Ensures that children in foster
care maintain Medicaid-covered health services if they are moved to another
county. | am proud to be a co-sponsor on this important bill.

SB189, Fentanyl Drug Offenses and Related Changes*. Increases the fine amounts
related to trafficking heroin, fentanyl and other dangerous street drugs, provides
for new offenses related to deaths caused by the distribution of certain controlled
substances, and establishes the Task Force on Enforcement of Fentanyl and Heroin
Drug Violations.

SJR54, Confirm Katherine Bosken, Commissioner of Banks*. | was happy to vote
yes on confirming Katherine Bosken as the Commissioner of Banks and appreciated
her taking the time to explain why she is confident about the safety and security of
North Carolina's banks, which are structured very differently than the banks that
failed in other states earlier this week.

Key bills on which | voted NO:

e HB40, Prevent Rioting and Civil Disorder. Increases penalties for current offenses
and creates new offenses related to civil disorder that occurs in conjunction with
protests. This bill is unnecessary since rioting and property damage is already a
crime. | oppose it because it casts an unconstitutional, wide net that will punish
non-violent protestors and will have a chilling effect on North Carolinians first
amendment rights to peacefully protest. | introduced an amendment on this bill to
align it with the First Amendment freedom of speech protections, but Republicans
voted down the amendment. You can read more about the bill here and watch the
floor debate too (my remarks start at around -26:30 of the video). The bill passed
both chambers and, although the Governor Cooper vetoed the bill in 2021, he
declined to veto it this year. You can read about that here.

HB88, Omnibus Local Elections. Changes the way vacancies on the Guilford County
Board of Education will be filled. It arose out of a push by the local GOP executive
committee to appoint a controversial nominee for a vacant seat and the Board's
refusal to seat him. You can read more about the bill here. The bill also makes the
following counties change their Board of Education races from non-partisan to
partisan: Ashe, Cabarrus, Henderson McDowell, and Mitchell. | received many
emails opposing the politicization of school boards.

SB157, Limited Provisional License Modification. Permanently reduces the time a
limited learner's permit must be held before obtaining a provisional license from
one year to nine months. While | agree that we need to do more to assist young
drivers who are still facing serious backlogs due to the pandemic, | do not agree
with this total overhaul of the learner's permit process. | fear it will make our roads
more dangerous and cause injury and teen driver collisions.

*Passed Senate unanimously

Introduced & Co-Sponsored Bills
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These are the bills | have introduced and co-sponsored in the past 2 weeks. You can find a
full list of the bills | have supported here. All local bills (for North Meck towns and CMS)
were filed per their respective requests.

Introduced bills:

SB210, Gun Violence Prevention Act. A comprehensive omnibus gun safety bill,
whose highlights include universal background checks, mandating safe storage,
banning bump stocks, and prohibiting semiautomatic weapons for those under 21.
You can read more about the bill here and here.

SB227, Funds for Davidson Pedestrian Safety*. Appropriates $600,000 to improve
pedestrian safety in the Town of Davidson. You can read WSOC-TVs coverage of this
bipartisan bill here.

$B229, School Calendar Flexibility/CMS. Provides flexibility to the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Board of Education in adopting the school calendar.

SB231, NC Adopt ERA. Ratifies the Equal Rights Amendment to the US Constitution
to enshrine equal rights for women. | am proud that this important bill is co-
sponsored by every House and Senate Democrat. Unfortunately, no bipartisan
support.

SB241, Design Element Exemption-Historic Downtown Davidson. Allows certain
design and aesthetic controls for structures located along Highway 115 in the
historic downtown of Davidson.

$B242, Davidson/Demolition of Historic Structures. Authorizes Davidson to adopt
ordinances regulating the demolition of historic structures.

SB243, Town of Davidson-Expedited Review. Clarifies that the Davidson is not
required to provide expedited review of certain subdivision approvals.

SB264, Davidson Historic District Subdivision Exemption. Exempts designated
historic districts from certain restrictions on zoning in Davidson.

SB270, Funds for Cornelius Infrastructure Projects.* Appropriates $1 million to the
Town of Cornelius for infrastructure improvements in Smithville.

$B271, Funds for Cornelius History Museum.* Appropriates $3 million to acquire
and restore the historic Cornelius High School agriculture building to serve as a
history museum in Cornelius.

SB272, Funds for Smithville CommUNITY Coalition.* Appropriates $3 million for
the Smithville CommUNITY Coalition for the protection of the historically African
American neighborhood in Cornelius.

SB285, Request Consent/Early Voting/Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. Requires
consent from the CMS Superintendent before using certain schools as early one-
stop voting sites to ensure student safety.

SB306, Fix Our Democracy. An omnibus elections and voting rights bill to end
gerrymandering, secure fair courts, increase voter accessibility, ensure more
transparency in the legislature, and implement campaign finance reforms.

SB328, Improve Pipeline Safety. A bill filed in response to the Colonial Pipeline
leak in Huntersville. It seeks to protect North Carolinians and our environment
from aging and poorly maintained pipelines by providing increased authority to
DEQ to study and maintain pipelines and directs DEQ to report findings to the Joint
Legislative Commission on Energy Policy.

Co-sponsored bills:

SB226, Freedom to Vote. Appropriates funds to the State Board of Elections for
election security, prohibits voter and poll worker intimidation, improves voting
access, expands one-stop early voting, and studies creating a nonpartisan process
for redistricting. Read more about the bill here.

$B256, Harmony Requirement Changes - Town of Huntersville.* Clarifies the
harmony requirement limitation for residential developments that contain
affordable housing for the Town of Huntersville. Filed per town request.

SB263, Healthy Students - A Nurse in Every School.* Requires at least one school
nurse in every school in a public school unit beginning in the 2023-2024 school
year.

SB288, Increase Rates/Set Floor/Child Care Subsidy.* Increases child care subsidy
rates to those in the 2021 market rate study, with automatic increases upon
completion of subsequent new studies.

$B294, Reduce Maternal Morbidity/Mortality/Medicaid*. Implements rate
increases for obstetrics maternal bundle payments for pregnancy care.

$B295, Student Tax Reduction (STAR) Act*. Eliminates the tax burden on student
debt relief.

SB320, Honoring NC's Contribution to Civil Rights. Authorizes the African
American Heritage Commission to study the feasibility of establishing monuments
commemorating events and persons related to the Civil Rights Movement in the
state and appropriates funds to place markers at sites along NC's Civil Rights Trail.
SB330, Protect Judges' Personal Information.* Protects the personal information
of judges and their immediate family members.

*Bipartisan support
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Press Conferences at the NCGA

It has been a very busy two weeks in Raleigh. | held numerous press conferences with
Senate and House colleagues and advocates to announce bills we filed to address various
causes about which | am passionate.

SENATE BILL 306
FIXOURDEMOCRACY

Comprehensive voting rights and
election reform legi ion filed by

Senator Natasha Marcus
- End gerrymandering
« Secure fair courts
- Increase voter accessibility

W CAR « More transparency in the
) oL
W ,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

District 41

| spoke at the press conference about my Fix Our Democracy bill and other pro-democracy bills this week. You can
watch the full press conference here (my remarks are from 3:05 to 6:55).

1 joined gun safety advocates and survivors of gun We marked International Women's Day with a press
violence at a moving press conference on my Gun conference about the importance of passing the ERA!
Violence Prevention Act bill and other commonsense gun
safety reform bills filed by my colleagues.

DEQ Public Hearing on Proposed Wastewater Permit

Yesterday | joined Huntersville residents and environmental advocates for DEQ's public
hearing on the proposed wastewater permit for the Colonial Pipeline leak. | was happy
the event was well attended by residents, elected officials and numerous press outlets.
As | said at the event, the residents whose lives have been disrupted by this massive leak
near their homes deserve to have their questions answered and to know that water will
be safe before its released into the nearby creek. The Yadkin Riverkeeper and the
Southern Environmental Law Center argued that the permit must be strengthened to
meet safe standards for benzene per the Clean Water Act and that the effluent should be
monitored for PFAS too. This impacts not just Huntersville residents, but everyone
downstream too. You can read more about the hearing here.

If you missed the public hearing, it's not too late to submit your comment in writing.
Today is the deadline. You can submit comments on the record via email to
publiccomments@ncdenr.gov or via US mail (as long as its postmarked by today) to:

Wren Thredford, Wastewater Permitting
Attn: Colonial Pipeline Permit

NC Division of Water Resources

617 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, N.C., 27699-1617

On a related note, | also re-filed SB328, Improve Pipeline Safety, yesterday which would
ensure that there is more transparency and accountability for our aging hazardous liquid
pipelines so that we can avoid allowing something like this to happen again.
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Senator Marcus Wants to Hear Your Thoughts on
Legalizing Sports Betting

The General Assembly is expected to debate and
vote on legalizing sports betting this session.

i/ L Senator Marcus has heard from various lobbyists and
Wil advocates both for and against this issue, and wants
to hear your thoughts. Please complete this short
survey to share your thoughts on legalizing sports
betting.

Appropriations/Base Budget Committee Updates

Senator Marcus
Member
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this week to hear a presentation of the Governor's proposed budget. The budget
proposal includes an average 18% teacher raise over the biennium, a $1 billion plan to
support mental health, the largest investment in state employee compensation in 50
years and critical funding for childcare, job training, and economic development. This is
a responsible, balanced budget that does not raise taxes for North Carolinians while
maintaining almost $7 billion in reserves in case of a potential downturn. You can read
the full budget proposal here.

Budget negotiations will begin in full in the coming weeks and months. Republicans in
the NC House have not presented their budget yet. Keep an eye on my social media and
future newsletters for budget updates.

Judiciary Committee Updates

The following bills were discussed in the Senate Judiciary Committee over the past 2
weeks:

e HJR175, Confirm Ed Wilson/Special Superior Court Judge. See details in "updates
on noteworthy votes" section.
HBA40, Prevent Rioting and Civil Disorder. See details in "updates on noteworthy
votes" section.
SB58, Protect Critical Infrastructure. See details in "updates on noteworthy votes"
section.
SB189, Fentanyl Drug Offenses and Related Changes. See details in "updates on
noteworthy votes" section.

Education Committee Updates
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The following noteworthy bills were discussed in the Senate Education Committee over
the past 2 weeks:

HB11, Schools for the Deaf and Blind. Would change the governing structure of
the Eastern NC School for the Deaf, the NC School for the Deaf, and the Governor
Morehead School for the Blind to be by separate Boards of Trustees and would
remove the Governor's appointment powers. | do not support this bill because it is
unconstitutional violation of the separation of powers.

SB90, Searches of Student's Person. Standardizes the procedures for searching
students' bodies in public schools. The initial version of this bill was egregiously
unconstitutional, but the sponsors changed the language during the committee
hearing to comply with the 4th Amendment protections against unreasonable
search and seizure.

SB187, Teacher Licensure/Retired Educator Program. Makes changes to teacher
licensure requirements and expands the program to allow retired educators to
return to work in high-need schools.

SB193, Career Development Plans. Provides for career development plants for all
middle and high school students. | am proud to be a co-sponsor of this bill.
SB239, Reduce Barriers to State Employment. Reduces barriers to state
employment by directing the State Human Resources Commission to regularly
assess education, experiential, and training requirements for state jobs.

We expect all of these bills to make their way through Senate committees and to the
floor for a vote soon. So if you have feedback about them, let me know.

Commerce and Insurance Committee Updates

B
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The following bills were discussed in the Senate Commerce and Insurance Committee
over the past 2 weeks:
e SB157, Limited Provisional License Modification. See details in "updates on
noteworthy votes" section.
e SIR54, Confirm Katherine Bosken, Commissioner of Banks. See details in "updates
on noteworthy votes" section.

Celebrating Women's History Month

Spectrum News recently released a fun
bipartisan video series on female
legislators in honor of Women's History
Month. | was honored to be part of the
video and to welcome the news team to
District 41. We discussed why we need
more women in leadership and other
topics. Watch the full video here.

Ocular Melanoma Research
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collaboratory

science. policy. solutions.

Staff from the NC Collaboratory recently contacted my office to provide an update on the
gene therapy related ocular melanoma research project. The project is just now
entering the second half of its first year and will continue to receive guaranteed funding
through June 2024.

By the end of the research project the team hopes to have generated a “playbook” for
the development of AAV-based drugs for the treatment of uveal melanoma. Further
research would include experiments to develop an arsenal of AAV-based vectors that
target additional genetic defects in uveal melanoma, such as tumor suppressor mutations
and regulatory RNA molecules. If you'd like more information about this research, let us
know and | can share the full update.

Senator Marcus in the Community & Meetings in Raleigh

Welcome Mecklenburg
Delegation

First Floor, Room 1000

The Joint Legislative Women's Caucus met for the first The Mecklenburg Delegation visited Central Piedmont
time this biennium at the NC Museum of Science. | was Community College to discuss the school's legislative
there, but missed the photo. It's good for female priorities for the 2023 Legislative Session with Dr.
legislators to meet in a bipartisan environment. We Deitemeyer and members of the Board of Trustees.

discussed a bill to require 3D mammograms to be
covered by insurance.

| met with members of the Chapel of Christ the King I had a Zoom meeting with two Northwest School of the
Church for the Episcopal Diocese of NC for their advocacy Arts students because they wanted to present their AP
day. We discussed affordable housing initiatives, climate course project advocating for laws to protect the right of
change action, and gun violence prevention. same-sex couples to marry and adopt children, per

Obergefell v. Hodges, in a post-Dobbs environment.

https://nginx-alpha.securedserverspace.com:2096/cpsess0726054401/3rdparty/roundcube/?_task=m...
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Earlier this week Governor Cooper announced a violence prevention initiative in conjunction with the Attorney
General's office. | was happy to attend the announcement at the Governor's Mansion, along with many violence
prevention advocates, including some from Mecklenburg County. Read more here.

FIRST North Carolina hosted a legislative reception this week to celebrate their work to advance computer science and
STEM across the state. | am looking forward to attending their big competition in Charlotte this Sunday as well!

The Charlotte Regional Business Alliance was in Raleigh this week with several elected officials from the Charlotte
region for their Advocacy Reception. Governor Cooper attended the event and spoke about how Charlotte is an
important driver in our state's economy.

Charlotte Observer Interview on Medical Marijuana

| recently spoke with the Charlotte Observer about SB3, the Compassionate Care Act,
which would legalize medical marijuana in North Carolina. | am proud to be a co-sponsor
of this bill and voted yes when it came to a vote in the Senate. | answered some
questions, discussed its pros and cons, and its future as it moves through the House.
Read the full article here.

Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization
Seeking Community Feedback

CRTP?

charlotte regional planning organization
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The Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization (CRTPO) is soliciting
feedback on its 2024-2033 Draft Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
amendments to the 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), and the air quality
conformity determination report for the MTP & TIP during its 30-day public comment
period. The public comment period concludes Friday, April 14.

The draft project lists and maps can be found at this link. Comments should be directed
to CRTPO via email at email@crtpo.org or via mail at:

CRTPO

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center
600 E. Fourth st., 8t floor

Charlotte, NC 28202

In addition to the 30-day public comment period, CRTPO will offer additional
opportunities for public comment at its April 19, May 17, and June 21, 2023 CRTPO Board
meetings. These meetings begin at 6 p.m. in Room 267 of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Government Center.

Applications Open for the 2023 North Carolina Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 2023 North Carolina Award, the highest civilian
honor bestowed by the state, now through April 30.

The award recognizes “notable accomplishments by North Carolina citizens” in the fields
of literature, science, fine arts and public service.

Award nominations may be submitted by anyone. A new, simplified nomination form
is available online here.

The 2023 North Carolina Award recipients will be honored at an event later this year. Past
award recipients have included some of the country’s most distinguished artists, poets,
writers, performers, journalists, scientists and public servants.

Information on the award and the online nomination process are available here. To
receive forms by mail or e-mail contact Jennifer Fontes at Jennifer.fontes@ncdcr.gov or
(919) 814-6756.

Training for Small Businesses on
Science and Technology Sector

CONNECTING MILITARY AND BUSINESS
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The NC Defense Technology Transition Office (DEFTECH) will partner with First Flight
Venture Center, the North Carolina Department of Commerce’s Board of Science,
Technology & Innovation, and our hosts at four NC Community Colleges, to conduct this
educational training.

The purpose of this training is to educate and inform more small businesses in North
Carolina’s vastly growing science/technology ecosystem on how to compete and win
more Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology
Transfer (STTR) awards from federal agencies. Known as America’s Seed Fund™, the
SBIR/STTR programs are the single largest search source of early-stage technology
development and commercialization funding for small businesses.

Upcoming dates (you can attend virtually or in-person):
e March 22, Winston-Salem
e March 23, Boone

Ada Jenkins Center & Community Link
Offering Tax Assistance Services

A

ADA JENKINS

= Community Link

During Tax Season 2023, the Ada Jenkins Center will again host two program sites —
Davidson and Huntersville — for Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and Tax
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE).

VITA volunteers will assist neighbors with incomes of $60,000 or less prepare their
taxes for free. In 2022 they helped 173 households, saving them a total of $43,250 in tax
preparation fees. Appointments are required. Register for the Davidson location here and
the Huntersville location here.

Community Link is also hosting VITA services in Charlotte. They have multiple time slots
available at Allegra Westbrook Regional Library on Beatties Ford Road and their Saturday
11AM-4PM time slot does not require an appointment.

Update on Duke Energy Power Outages
The Governor's office recently provided some
[ updated information on the rolling power
C 5 outages that affected many North Carolinians
DU KE o ) over the holidays. You can read the readout
‘4 of a recent meeting between Duke Energy
and the Governor here, and view their
E N E RGY presentation to the Utilities Commission
® here. You can voice your concerns directly

with the Utilities Commission here.

Senate Page Program Accepting Applications
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PAGE PROGRAM
APPLICATIONS
ARE LIVE

The NCGA Page Program is open to NC high school sophomores,
juniors and seniors to learn about and participate in the legislative
process for a 1-week period during the 2023 Long Session.

The program will be offered from Feb. 6 to June
29, 2023. Each Senator can select up to 5 pages
for a one-week slot within the time frame listed.

Interested applicants can email me at natasha.marcus@ncleg.gov for
the application link. Learn more about the program at the link below.

https://ncleg.gov/Senate/PageProgram

Senator Natasha Marcus

The Page Program has returned to the NCGA for the 2023 Long Session. We will welcome
high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors from across the state to the NCGA. This
one-week program offers young people the opportunity to learn about and participate
in the legislative process of our state. Senate Pages are important to the operation of
the General Assembly as they assist the members and staff of the Senate during the
legislative session.

The program will be offered for one-week sessions through June 29, 2023. Availability of
weeks is based on a first-come, first-served basis. Each Senator can select up to five Pages
for the Long Session and preference is given to students who live in the district. No
experience necessary. Parents of pages will be responsible for securing lodging during the
time their child serves.

Applications are open now. If you or someone you know is interested in applying, please
email me at natasha.marcus@ncleg.gov for the application link. You can learn more
about the application process and the Page Program here.

Financial Update on the State's General Fund

Beginning Cash, Friday, March 03 12,121,997,021.58|
Add Receipts:

Tax and Non-Tax Receipts 525,339,571.51
Coronavirus Relief Receipts 0.00
Other Receipts 1,153,512,261.21

Less Disbursements:
Payroll 68,286,157.66
State Aid 23,925,171.05
dicaid/Other Provider Pay 1,183,230,445.58
Tax Refunds/| 97,006,014.06
Debt Service 0.00|
Coronavirus Relief Transfers Out 0.00
General Operatin 292,047,572.09|
Ending Cash, Friday, March 10 12,136,353,493.86)

Less Reserved Cash:
Due to Local Governments - Sales and Use Tax 936,828,897.59
Other Reserves 31,305,101.31
American Recovery Plan Act Reserve 54,098,841.60
Carry Forward Reserve 302,737,260.43
Clean Water Drinking Water Reserve 0.00
Coronavirus Capital Projects Reserve 0.00
Coronavirus Relief Reserve 0.00
Earthquake Disaster Recovery Reserve 0.00
Economic Development Project Reserve 642,275,000.00)
Federal Infrastructure Match Reserve 95,328,642.00
Housing Reserve 0.00
Hurricane Florence Disaster Recovery Reserve 60,991,927.49
Information Technology Reserve 108,943,174.00
Local Fiscal Recovery Reserve-ARPA 0.00
Local Govt Coronavirus Relief Reserve 0.00
Local Project Reserve 0.00
Medicaid Contingency Reserve 326,512,736.00
dicaid T Reserve 155,642,170.00
NC GREAT Reserve 0.00]
Opioid Reserve 0.00|
Public School Contingency Reserve 0.00|
Public School Need Based Capital Reserve 0.00
Repairs and Reserve 0.00|
Retiree Supplement Reserve 0.00
SCIF General Fund Reserve 0.00
Savings Reserve 4,750,000,000.98|
and Inflation Reserve 1,000,000,000.00
State Emergency /Disaster Reserve 748,792,652.30
L Liability Solvency Reserve 0.00
g1 Harbor Enhan: Reserve 283,800,000.00
World University Games Reserve 25,000,000.00
Unreserved Cash Balance, Friday, March 10 2,614,097,090.16
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The Office of the State Controller (OSC) released the General Fund Cash Watch numbers
for the week ending Friday, March 10, 2023. OSC provides a weekly update on the State’s
General Fund cash position which can be found at osc.nc.gov. The current unreserved
cash balance in state coffers is $2.614 billion.

The State Controller is North Carolina’s chief fiscal officer and serves as an independent
resource to ensure the financial integrity of the State.

Contact Our Office
Phone: (919) 715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov

Mailing Address:
300 N. Salisbury Street,

Rm. 519 )
Raleigh, NC 27603 How can we help you? Let us know and reach

out to our office! We want to hear from you.
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