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NC	Senate	District	41	Newsle2er

November	11,	2022

The	General	Assembly	did	not	convene	for	session	over	the	past	two	weeks.	So	there	are
no	votes	or	commi2ee	meeAngs	to	report.	AddiAonally,	since	this	is	not	a	poliAcal

newsle2er,	I	won't	include	commentary	about	elecAon	results.	I	will	simply	say	that	I	am
very	grateful	to	have	been	re-elected	to	serve	a	third	term	in	the	NC	Senate.

I	Extend	My	Gra7tude	To	Our	Military

I	am	grateful	to	all	our	current	and	former	servicemen	and	women	for	their	patrioAsm,
love	of	country,	and	willingness	to	serve	and	sacrifice	for	our	freedoms.	I	send	special
appreciaAon	for	my	son-in-law,	who	is	currently	service	in	the	US	Navy,	staAoned	in
Norfolk,	VA.

Legisla7ve	Plans	for	2023

According	to	recent	updates	from	Sen.	Phil	Berger,	the	NCGA	will	not	be	called	into	a
vo7ng	session	for	the	rest	of	this	year.	I	am	disappointed	that	we	will	not	be	voAng	to
expand	Medicaid.	Our	swearing-in	ceremony	for	the	next	biennium	will	be	in	January	of
2023.	You	can	read	more	about	the	Republican's	proposed	prioriAes	and	plans	for	the
General	Assembly	in	2023	here.

Colonial	Pipeline	Updates
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Colonial	Pipeline	has	applied	for	a	permit	to	treat	contaminated	water	at	the	site	of	the
gasoline	contaminaAon	and	then	release	it	directly	into	the	North	Prong	Clarke	Creek	in
Huntersville.	This	would	allow	Colonial	to	stop	having	to	truck	contaminated	water
offsite,	which	is	costly	and	requires	many	trucks	to	come	and	go	from	the	site.	The
contaminated	water	cannot	be	treated	at	a	municipal	treatment	plant	because	those
systems	do	not	accept	water	that	is	contaminated	in	this	way	(benzene	and	related
chemicals	are	obviously	present	in	high	amounts).	

While	this	idea	to	treat	and	release	the	water	may	be	a	good	alternaAve	to	trucking	it
offsite,	I	have	concerns	about	whether	the	permit	specifies	the	appropriate	safety
standards,	i.e.	the	water	quality	standards	approved	by	the	NCDEQ	and	the	EPA.	It	is
impera7ve	that	the	water	be	fully	treated	to	within	safe	standards	before	it’s	released
into	the	creek.

As	I	flagged	in	a	previous	newsle2er,	NCDEQ/DWR	recently	has	a	public	comment	period
to	hear	from	folks	about	their	thoughts	and	concerns	on	the	permit	process.	I	spoke	to
their	staff	today	and	they	that	said	,	while	they	have	not	made	a	decision	about	whether
to	hold	a	public	hearing	yet.	You	can	read	the	public	comments	submi2ed	by	the	Yadkin
Riverkeeper,	me	and	others	here	and	here.

I	will	be	sure	to	keep	everyone	updated	via	this	newsle2er	and	social	media	as	I	learn
more.

Suspected	Arson	Case	in	Cornelius

The	Cornelius	Police	Department	is
invesAgaAng	a	potenAal	intenAonal	fire
this	week	in	Smithville.	The	Department	is
requesAng	that	anyone	who	no7ced	any
suspicious	ac7vity	in	the	area	of	Smith
Circle,	Nannie	PoSs	Lane,	or	Statesville
Road	(Highway	21)	around	11:45pm	on
Wednesday	11/9/22	to	call	(704)
892-7773	or	North	Mecklenburg	Crime
Stoppers	at	(704)	896-7867.	More
informaAon	here.

Affordable	Housing	and	the	Dillon	Rule

The	CharloSe	Journalism	Collabora7ve	recently	published	an	arAcle	on	Asheville's
a2empts	to	tackle	the	affordable	housing	crisis	and	the	potenAal	impacts	it	could	have	if
Charlo2e	implemented	a	similar	policy.	Under	North	Carolina's	Dillon	Rule,	local
governments	have	only	the	powers	granted	to	them	by	the	state	consAtuAon	and
statutes.	In	this	context,	the	Dillion	Rule	prohibits	local	governments	from	manda7ng
affordable	housing	units.	I	am	proud	to	have	sponsored	legisla7on	to	grant	local
municipaliAes	the	authority	to	enact	inclusionary	zoning	to	tackle	the	affordable	housing
crisis.

Asheville	has	had	a	temporary	pause	on	hotel	construcAon	for	the	past	few	years,	and
the	moratorium	was	recently	liaed.	Since	it	has	been	liaed,	there	are more	rules	and
regulaAons	in	place	to	encourage	hotel	developers	to	revamp/reuse	historic	buildings,
donate	to	affordable	housing	iniAaAves,	and	agree	to	pay	their	workers	a	livable	wage.
Stakeholders	are	deba7ng	whether	a	similar	policy	could	assist	CharloSe	in	its
affordable	housing	crisis.	You	can	read	the	full	arAcle	here.

Grants	Available	for	Local	Nonprofits
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Mecklenburg	County	is	offering
Community	Service	Grants	to	help	fund
nonprofits	that	meet	various	needs	in	the
community	(i.e.	affordable	housing,
literacy,	healthcare,	career	readiness,	etc).
Nonprofits	can	apply	for	FY2024
Community	Service	Grants	unAl	December
5th.	The	applicaAon	link	and	other	details
are	available	here.

MyFutureNC	Releases	2022	County	ASainment	Profiles

The	2022	County	ASainment	Profiles	highlight	each	of	North	Carolina’s	100	counAes’
educaAonal	a2ainment	levels	and	performance	on	key	metrics.	The	data	assists	in	the
decision-making	process	regarding	local	prioriAes	to	increase	educaAonal	a2ainment	at
the	local	level.	There	is	also	an	overall	2022	a2ainment	profile	for	the	state.	Read	more
and	download	any	county's	profile	here.

Lake	Norman	Marine	Commission
November	Public	Mee7ng

The	Lake	Norman	Marine	Commission	is
having	their	November	meeAng	on	the
14th	at	7pm.	The	proposed	agenda
includes	revising	charter	boat	regulaAons
and	reviewing	the	1st	quarter	report	for
FY22-23.	The	meeAng	will	be	at	the
Charles	Mack	CiAzens	Center	in
Mooresville.	They	will	be	accepAng	public
comments	at	the	meeAng,	which	are
limited	to	3	minutes.

Juvenile	Deten7on	Center	to	Close

Mecklenburg	County's	juvenile	detenAon	facility	is	set	to	close	on	December	1st.	I	am
worried	about	how	this	closure	will	likely	require	young	people	to	be	moved	to	faciliAes
far	from	their	homes	and	interrupt	their	educaAon.	I	parAcipated	in	discussions	with	the
Mecklenburg	DelegaAon,	DPS,	and	the	Sheriff's	office	months	ago	to	see	if	there	was	a
be2er	opAon,	but	those	efforts	were	unsuccessful.	You	can	read	more	about	this
impending	closure	here.

Local	Workforce	Development	Grants
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The	NC	Department	of	Commerce	recently	awarded	over	$8.45	million	to	local
organiza7ons	across	the	state	in	support	of	workforce	development.	I	am	happy	to
report	that	many	Mecklenburg	County	organizaAons	were	recipients,	including:

!"CharloSe	Works:	Awarded	2	grants	totaling	$700,000	to	leverage	the	workforce
board's	exisAng	reentry	partnership,	alongside	a	new	partnership	with	a	minority
and	service-disabled	veteran-owned	business	to	help	small	businesses	grow	and
help	“non-tradiAonal”	talent	secure	employment.

If	you	know	of	an	organizaAon	that	may	want	to	apply	for	a	local	workforce	grant,	there	is
more	informaAon	here.

New	Charter	Schools	in	CharloSe	&
Closing	of	North	Mecklenburg	Magnet	School

On	Monday,	the NC	Charter	Schools
Advisory	Board recommended	allowing
theMovement	Founda7on to	open	three
new	charter	schools	in	2024	(one	in	West
Charlo2e,	one	Northeast	Charlo2e,	and
one	East	Raleigh).	The	Movement
FoundaAon	was	created	by	Charlo2e-
based	Movement	Mortgage,	and	opened
its	first	charter	school	in	2017	in	Charlo2e.

Charlo2e-Mecklenburg	Schools	voted	this
week	to	close	Trillium	Springs	Montessori,
a	preK-6	magnet	in	Huntersville,	and	move
staff	and	students	to	a	refurbished	Lincoln
Heights	school	in	north	Charlo2e.	More
informaAon	about	that	decision	here.

Medica7on	Take-Back	Sites

Novant	Health	has	placed	medica7on	take-back	containers	at	certain	hospital	lobbies.
Anyone	can	use	the	containers	to	dispose	of	unused,	unwanted,	or	expired	prescripAon
or	over-the-counter	medicaAons	free	of	charge.	There	is	a	locaAon	in	SD41	at	the
Huntersville	Medical	Center	at	10030	Gilead	Road.	Learn	more	here.

Foster	KiSens	Find	Forever	Home

On	a	personal	note,	I	am	very	happy	to	report	that	all	seven	of	my	foster	ki2ens	have
found	their	forever	homes!	A	big	thank	you	to	the	families	who	adopted	these	wonderful
babies	and	to	Cats	of	Davidson	for	all	the	incredible	animal	welfare	work	they	do	in	our
community.	The	mom	of	the	li2er,	Riley,	is	sAll	looking	for	her	permanent	home.	If	you	or
someone	you	know	would	be	interested	in	adopAng	her	or	any	of	the	other	cats	and
ki2ens	they	are	fostering,	please	email	catsofdavidson@gmail.com.
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Financial	Update	on	the	State's	General	Fund

The	Office	of	the	State	Controller	(OSC)	released	the	General	Fund	Cash	Watch	numbers
for	the	week	ending	Friday,	November	4,	2022.	OSC	provides	a	weekly	update	on	the
State’s	General	Fund	cash	posiAon	which	can	be	found	at	osc.nc.gov.	The	current
unreserved	cash	balance	in	state	coffers	is	$3.229	billion.

The	State	Controller	is	North	Carolina’s	chief	fiscal	officer	and	serves	as	an	independent
resource	to	ensure	the	financial	integrity	of	the	State.

COVID-19	Updates

An	updated	COVID-19	booster	is	available	now	for	people	5	and	older,	two	months
aker	they	finish	their	primary	series	or	any	booster	dose. Find	a	booster	near	you.	You
can	see	updates	on	the	key	data	points	(wastewater	tesAng,	hospitalizaAon,	vaccine
rates,	etc.)	on	the DHHS	COVID-19	Dashboard.

For	more	informaAon	about	how	vaccines	for	children	work	and	where	you	can	find	a
vaccinaAon	appointment	nearby,	visit	MySpot.nc.gov.	Project	ACT	is	also	providing	free
COVID-19	at-home	tests	for	certain	zip	codes	in	SD41,	you	can	check	if	your	home	zip
code	is	eligible	here.
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Contact	Our	Office
Phone:	(919)	715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov

Mailing	Address:
300	N.	Salisbury	Street,
Rm.	519
Raleigh,	NC	27603 How	can	we	help	you?	Let	us	know	and	reach

out	to	our	office!	We	want	to	hear	from	you.

Senator	Natasha	Marcus	|	Website   

Sen. Natasha Marcus, District 41 | 300 N. Salisbury Street, Raleigh, NC 27603

Unsubscribe sjohnston@tuesdayforumcharlotte.org

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by natasha.marcus@ncleg.gov powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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