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NC	Senate	District	41	Newsle2er

September	30,	2022

The	General	Assembly	did	not	convene	for	session	over	the	past	2	weeks.	So	there	are	no
votes	or	commi2ee	meeBngs	to	report.

Hurricane	Ian	Updates

For	folks	who	are	or	have	loved	ones	in	Ian's	path,	I	hope	everyone	is	safe.	While	the
hurricane	will	not	be	nearly	as	strong	when	it	hits	North	Carolina,	the	NC	Department	of
Public	Safety	sBll	expects	major	rainfall	today	and	through	the	weekend.	Power	outages
are	already	being	reported	throughout	Mecklenburg	County	and	traffic	lights	are	out	too.
If	you	lose	power,	report	it	to	your	provider	and	be	paBent.

The	State	Emergency	Response	Team	was	acBvated	yesterday	at	the	State	Emergency
OperaBons	Center	in	Raleigh	and	moved	to	24-hour	operaBons	this	morning.

These	rainfall	totals	could	lead	to	localized	flash	flooding,	landslides	in	the	mountains,
and	rises	on	main-stem	rivers.	Rainfall	totals	and	the	Bming	of	the	heaviest	rain	could	be
adjusted	based	on	the	eventual	track	of	Ian.

State	officials	advise	these	Bps	to	make	sure	your	family	is	personally	prepared:
!"Have	mulBple	ways	to	receive	emergency	info,	including	watches	and	warnings.
Make	sure	emergency	alerts	are	enabled	on	your	cell	phone	and	download	a
weather	app.

!"Have	an	emergency	plan.	Know	where	you	would	go	if	you	need	to	evacuate.	Make
a	plan	to	stay	with	family,	friends	or	at	a	hotel.	Public	shelters	should	be	a	last
resort.

!"Gather	some	emergency	supplies	or	refresh	your	emergency	kit.
Visit	ReadyNC.gov	for	info	on	how	to	build	an	emergency	kit.

New	Electric	Vehicle	Charging	StaDons	in	Davidson
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The	Town	of	Davidson	recently	began	installaDon	of	new	public	electric	vehicle
charging	staDons.	The	town	was	a	parBcipant	in	the	Duke	Energy	Park	and	Plug	Pilot
Program.	The	two	staBons	will	be	at	568	Je2on	Street	near	Harris	Teeter	and	Davidson
Town	Hall	at	216	S.	Main	Street.

Davidson	is	currently	reviewing	addiBonal	locaBons	for	addiBonal	charging	staBons	and
hopes	to	take	advantage	of	state	and	uBlity	rebate	programs	that	are	currently	available.

You	can	visit	this	link	to	learn	more	about	Davidson’s	other	sustainability	efforts.	These
efforts	follow	Governor	Cooper's	clean	energy	prioriDes	per	ExecuDve	Order	80:	North
Carolina's	Commitment	to	Address	Climate	Change	and	TransiDon	to	a	Clean	Energy
Economy.

Senator	Marcus	in	the	Community

It	was	an	honor	to	see	the	Kyiv	City	Ballet's	performance
at	Davidson	College.	I	was	lucky	to	get	to	sit	next	to	a
family	from	Karkiv,	Ukraine	that	relocated	here	two
weeks	ago,	aber	iniBally	fleeing	to	Spain.	You	can	see
NBC's	story	about	the	troupe's	world	tour	and	their	stop
in	our	area	here.

Last	week	enjoyed	meeBng	with	neighbors	and	hearing
about	all	the	plans	Camp	Greene	has	to	improve	the
neighborhood,	encourage	affordable	home	ownership
opBons,	and	bring	the	community	together	for	fun	and
for	volunteer	work.	We	also	heard	from	“Mr.	IT”	from
The	RelaDves	about	the	help	they	provide	to	homeless
youth.

I	toured	the	The	RelaDves	On	Ramp	Resource	Center	on
Freedom	Drive	in	Charlo2e	to	learn	about	the	services
they	provide	to	young	people	ages	16-24	who	are
homeless	and/or	disconnected.	They	also	operate	the
Youth	Crisis	Center	for	youth	ages	7-17	who	need	a	safe
place	to	stay.	They	need	volunteers	and	donaBons	so
please	help	if	you	can.	They	also	operate	a	24	hour	crisis
line	for	anyone	in	need	(704.377.0602)	and	serve	as	a
Safe	Place.

This	week	I	joined	the	Mecklenburg	DelegaBon	for	a	tour
of	CityBlock	Health	in	CharloSe.	They	are	a	provider	of
primary	care,	behavioral	health,	and	wrap	around
services	for	~13,000	Medicaid	paBents	with	BCNC's
Healthy	Blue	Plan.	CityBlock	uses	a	value-based	care
model	under	Medicaid	transformaBon	to	get	be2er,
more	efficient,	healthier	outcomes.

I	joined	several	members	of	the	Mecklenburg	DelegaBon
to	tour	the	Survivor	Resource	Center	-	Safe	Alliance	in
Charlo2e,	which	provides	comprehensive	services	to
vicBms	of	sexual	assault,	domesBc	violence,	elder	abuse
and	related	crimes.	We	look	forward	to	when	they	can
provide	even	more	comprehensive	support	when	the
Umbrella	Center	(Family	JusBce	Center)	opens	in	2023.
The	24	hour	Greater	Charlo2e	Hope	Line	is
980.771.4673.

Yesterday	I	held	a	virtual	meeBng	with	AARP	North
Carolina	staff	to	learn	about	all	the	great	work	they	are
doing	in	Mecklenburg	County.	We	discussed	the	need	for
more	affordable	housing	opBons	in	the	county,	various
volunteer	opportuniBes	they	host,	the	importance	of
expanding	Medicaid,	and	the	need	for	safe,	walkable
communiBes.
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Updates	from	the	CLT	Airport	Community	Roundtable:
Your	Chance	to	Weigh	In	About	Airport	Noise

At	the	request	of	the	Federal	AviaBon	AdministraBon	(FAA),	Charlo2e	Douglas
InternaBonal	Airport	(CLT)	convened	the	Airport	Community	Roundtable	(ACR)	in	2017.
This	broad-based	community	iniBaBve	provides	input	into	airport-related	noise	impacts
and	finds,	where	possible,	pracDcal	soluDons	and	recommendaDons	for	the	FAA	to
consider	when	determining	aircra[	operaDng	procedures	at	CLT.	Membership	is
comprised	of	25	representaBves	from	across	Charlo2e,	Mecklenburg	County	ciBes	and
towns,	and	Mecklenburg,	Gaston	and	York	counBes.

On	July	8,	2020,	the	ACR	voted	to	submit	a	list	of	recommendaBons	(linked	here)	to	the
FAA	for	review	and	possible	implementaBon.	While	the	FAA	is	currently	reviewing
recommendaBons	related	to	arrivals	procedures,	the	Airport	has	iniBated	an	update	to
its	Part	150	Noise	CompaDbility	Program	to	evaluate	the	ACR’s	recommendaBons
related	to	departures.	The	Part	150	process	includes	mulBple	public	informaBon	sessions
over	the	next	year,	so	stay	tuned	for	more	informaBon	and	we’d	appreciate	your	help
promoBng	those	opportuniBes	to	consBtuents	when	they	are	scheduled.

The	ACR	will	be	having	a	public	hearing	on	Wednesday,	October	12th	at	6pm	at	5601
Wilkinson	Road.	You	can	sign	up	to	speak	at	this	link.

Financial	Update	on	the	State's	General	Fund
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The	Office	of	the	State	Controller	(OSC)	released	the	General	Fund	Cash	Watch	numbers
for	the	week	ending	September	23,	2022.	OSC	provides	a	weekly	update	on	the	State’s
General	Fund	cash	posiBon	which	can	be	found	at	osc.nc.gov.	The	current	unreserved
cash	balance	in	state	coffers	is	$5.547	billion.

The	State	Controller	is	North	Carolina’s	chief	fiscal	officer	and	serves	as	an	independent
resource	to	ensure	the	financial	integrity	of	the	State.

Ribbon	Cubng	for	West	CharloSe	High	School

On	September	19,	the	community	came	together	to
cut	the	ribbon	for	the	opening	of	the	new	West
CharloSe	High	School.	The	celebraBon	included	a
vocal	performance	of	the	school	song,	the	marching
band,	JROTC	Cadet	Lt.	Col.	Iyannah	Cook,	and	a
recogniBon	of	the	school's	long	history	and	loyal
alumni.	The	"Dub	C	Lions"	have	PRIDE.

Droning	On:	Southern	EdiDon	Conference	at	NCSU

The	Federal	AviaBon	AdministraBon	Southern	Region	is	working	with	other	aviaBon	and
educaBon	stakeholders	on	an	outreach	effort	related	to	the	societal,	economic,	and
educaBonal	benefits	of	drones	for	the	general	public.	

Their	Droning	On:	Southern	EdiBon	event	will	take	place	October	20-21,	2022	at	North
Carolina	State	University.

The	event	will	include	two	days	of	panels,	lectures,	and	demonstraBons:

Thursday,	October	20:	For	Students	and	Educators
!"UniversiBes	and	colleges	with	UAS	programs
!"Companies/organizaBons	that	are	looking	for	drone	professionals
!"Tools	for	educators

Friday,	October	21:	For	Public	Safety	and	State/Local/Tribal	Governments
!"Public	Safety	training
!"Agricultural	uses	of	drones
!"Local	Government	best	pracBces	and	resources

Admission	to	the	event	is	free	and	open	to	the	public.	Please	note	that	there	may	be
addiBonal	costs	for	parking	and	lunch.	You	can	register	for	the	event	here.

Mecklenburg	County	Waste	ReducDon	Event

Mecklenburg	County	Waste	ReducDon	is	hosBng	a	shredding	event	for	sensiBve	papers
in	Senate	District	41	at	Compost	Central	at	140	Valleydale	Road	in	Charlo2e	on	October
15th.	You	can	reserve	a	spot	here.	Please	do	not	bring	materials	in	plasBc	bags,	but
plasBc	file	boxes	are	acceptable	(3	box	limit	per	person).
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COVID-19	&	Monkeypox	Updates

I	got	my	updated	booster	shot	last	week	-	hardly	any	negaBve	side	effects,	but	lots	of
protecBon.	I	hope	you	will	get	yours	too.

An	updated	COVID-19	booster	is	available	now	for	people	12	and	older,	two	months
a[er	they	finish	their	primary	series	or	any	booster	dose.	It	offers	the	most	up-to-date
protecBon	against	the	latest	Omicron	variants.	Omicron	is	the	most	common	form	of
COVID-19.	Find	a	booster	near	you.

The	DHHS	COVID-19	Dashboard,	which	is	updated	weekly	every	Wednesday,	shows	the
following	data	points:

!"Wastewater	tesBng	has	shown	an	decrease	to	11.4m	parBcles,	compared	to	16.7m
last	week.

!"COVID-like	illness	in	hospital	emergency	departments	have	decreased,	at	4.5%	this
week	compared	to	5.4%	last	week.

!"COVID-19	reported	cases	for	the	week	decreased,	from	18,930	to	14,938.
!"COVID-19	hospital	admissions	of	COVID-19	paBents	this	week	remained	relaDvely
constant	at	972,	compared	to	last	week	at	1,011.

!"Booster	rates	are	60%	for	the	total	populaBon.	We	have	78%	of	adults	with	at	least
one	dose	and	30%	of	children	and	teens	ages	5-17	with	at	least	one	dose.

For	more	informaBon	about	how	vaccines	for	children	work	and	where	you	can	find	a
vaccinaBon	appointment	nearby,	visit	MySpot.nc.gov.	Project	ACT	is	also	providing	free
COVID-19	at-home	tests	for	certain	zip	codes	in	SD41,	you	can	check	if	your	home	zip
code	is	eligible	here.

Monkeypox	Updates:

DHHS	has	established	a	monkeypox	website,	which	serves	as	an	informaBonal	resource
hub.	Updates	are	made	to	this	site	frequently,	included	case	counts	and	demographic
data.

Monkeypox	vaccines	are	free	and	available	in	Mecklenburg	County,	but	currently	in
limited	quanBBes.	If	you	are	experiencing	symptoms	or	believe	you	have	been	exposed,
contact	your	doctor	or	local	health	department	to	get	tested.	In	Mecklenburg,	that
number	is	980-314-9400.

Contact	Our	Office
Phone:	(919)	715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov

Mailing	Address:
300	N.	Salisbury	Street,
Rm.	519
Raleigh,	NC	27603 How	can	we	help	you?	Let	us	know	and	reach

out	to	our	office!	We	want	to	hear	from	you.

Senator	Natasha	Marcus	|	Website   
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