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NC	Senate	District	41	Newsle2er

August	5,	2022

The	General	Assembly	did	not	convene	for	session	over	the	past	2	weeks.	So	there	are	no	votes	or
commi2ee	meeBngs	to	report.

Medicaid	Expansion	Stalls	at	the	NCGA

Earlier	this	summer	the	State	Senate	passed	House	Bill	149 to	close	the	health	insurance
coverage	gap	in	North	Carolina.	I	was	excited	to	vote	yes	and	see	this	huge	step	forward
for	healthcare	access	in	our	state.	Unfortunately,	the	bill	stalled	in	the	House.

Per	NCDHHS,	the	state	would	reap	more	than	$500	million	per	month	in	federal	funding
if	state	legislators	come	together	to	expand	Medicaid.	Unfortunately,	the	momentum
we	had	has	stalled.	Republican	leadership	in	the	House	is	refusing	to	take	up	the	Senate's
bill	and	the	House	is	not	passing	its	own	version	either.	It's	unclear	whether	Republican
leaders	will	be	able	to	agree	on	the	next	steps	forward.

I	remain	hopeful	that	we	will	come	back	for	a	special	session	to	pass	this	important	piece
of	legislaBon	which	will	save	lives,	rescue	rural	hospitals,	and	inject	billions	of	dollars	of
federal	dollars	into	our	state's	economy.	You	can	read	more	about	these	updates	here.

ArIcle	on	New	Pipeline	Spill	Developments
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A	naBonal	media	company	published	an	arIcle	highlighBng	the	most	recent	updates	on
the	Colonial	Pipeline	spill.	While	Colonial's	early	esBmate	was	that	63,000	gallons	of
gasoline	had	leaked	in	the	Oehler	Nature	Preserve,	their	updated	filing	says	is	was
actually	2	million	gallons	of	gasoline and	25	percent	of	that	volume	is	sIll	present.
AddiBonally,	the	company	determined	that	the	pipeline	had	been	leaking	for	18	days
before	it	was	discovered	by	young	men	riding	ATVs	in	the	area.

NC	Policy	Watch	also	published	an	arBcle	about	Colonial	Pipeline's	claims	to	be	"holding
itself	accountable"	for	the	environmental	disaster.	You	can	read	that	arBcle	here.

I	send	out	regular	emails	to	folks	in	the	district	who	have	been	impacted	by	the	pipeline
and	to	local	environmental	advocates	who	want	to	stay	up	to	date	on	what's	happening
with	clean-up	efforts.	If	you	would	like	to	join	that	listserv,	please	email	me	at
natasha.marcus@ncleg.gov	and	I	will	be	sure	to	add	you	to	the	list.

NC	Health	News	Highlights	Maternal	Health

NC	Health	News	has	a	"gender	health"
secIon	of	their	website	that	highlights
arBcles	focusing	on	women's	health	and
maternal	health.	A	recent	arBcle	discusses
how	in	2020,	about	1	in	13	infants	were
born	to	a	woman	receiving	late	or	no
prenatal	care	in	North	Carolina.	Based	on
the	latest	data	available,	North	Carolina
has	the	eighth	highest	infant	mortality	rate
among	all	states	in	the	U.S.	at	6.9	deaths
per	1,000	live	births.	Black	infants	are	2.5
Bmes	more	likely	to	die	than	white	infants.

I	am	proud	to	have	supported	many	bills
related	to	women's	health	and	maternal
health,	including	the	NC	Momnibus	Act
and	the	Healthy	Pregnancy	Act.

Cutbacks	to	CATS	Routes	in	Senate	District	41

The	Charlo2e	Area	Transit	system	(CATS)	is	implemenBng	cutbacks	to	several	routes	that
will	impact	Senate	District	41,	including	routes	along	Bea]es	Ford	Road	and	express	bus
services	for	North	Mecklenburg.	CATS	has	a	bus	driver	shortage	and	is	forced	to	make
cuts.

CATS	held	public	meeBngs	throughout	the	week,	and	you	can	watch	recordings	of	these
meeBngs	here.	You	can	read	more	about	the	changes	to	our	transit	system	here	and
here.

Golden	LEAF	FoundaIon	SITE	Program	ApplicaIons

Roundcube Webmail :: Latest Updates from the NCGA https://nginx-alpha.securedserverspace.com:2096/cpsess7146356752/3rdparty/roundcube/?_task=m...

3 of 7 8/8/22, 9:12 PM

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9piQd49apce-6Cw8QlYrz9aXhNhterAvUC7Y73HCw-pLPcVNWTQN-9HepRRQNwJuJzh8xcpyNlGJ4zdxi4GGwbXoBxVq_uHQbmd-hCS6lIgYuVDESvDjZLVmsGZwAse4Q7sZxYCN3mE0CWzPC1vnpc6UPxgi0_GFvtJNt-m3XpL9RCOYiZy6w6qr5CIai4Gj8C0amnq2u37Os=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9piQd49apce-6Cw8QlYrz9aXhNhterAvUC7Y73HCw-pLPcVNWTQN-9HepRRQNwJuJzh8xcpyNlGJ4zdxi4GGwbXoBxVq_uHQbmd-hCS6lIgYuVDESvDjZLVmsGZwAse4Q7sZxYCN3mE0CWzPC1vnpc6UPxgi0_GFvtJNt-m3XpL9RCOYiZy6w6qr5CIai4Gj8C0amnq2u37Os=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pkYKrQUAQsjlrFpWK9J_NsR2YTFcY8hgTWMNjTaFd35rukW4_W6mZK6OQf3cDHPkSFyRoU9oO80OVzQ793ZQGV9v_Wg7HxYH0Bl8xeEiK3kMXoCyFAIK1oVv__IfgN3PamwTAQAtvEnTDonx0XrqFCvT1HWL0Pdj6GoYpzERDiV3mNraPYaU56duGbV3WT1QobKQK-AbRLy3aohVpNQsyktQMRQBdPboUEud-AsL41zK0lOZmV673C2rN2Xl97nakgQ3e7gLu0Ac-cDqIqJTpTS8BXu6f4cvvw-7zJZJTY2IDHkkNTmVsYw==&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pkYKrQUAQsjlrFpWK9J_NsR2YTFcY8hgTWMNjTaFd35rukW4_W6mZK6OQf3cDHPkSFyRoU9oO80OVzQ793ZQGV9v_Wg7HxYH0Bl8xeEiK3kMXoCyFAIK1oVv__IfgN3PamwTAQAtvEnTDonx0XrqFCvT1HWL0Pdj6GoYpzERDiV3mNraPYaU56duGbV3WT1QobKQK-AbRLy3aohVpNQsyktQMRQBdPboUEud-AsL41zK0lOZmV673C2rN2Xl97nakgQ3e7gLu0Ac-cDqIqJTpTS8BXu6f4cvvw-7zJZJTY2IDHkkNTmVsYw==&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
mailto:natasha.marcus@ncleg.gov
mailto:natasha.marcus@ncleg.gov
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9p2ZQ_LRx_HHCKjcD_dAUpNMsAFcDSVUKEAJrY0plUy5rGYrzwUh3iTN6hUg2W8o7pVyyGZdr2eMzRAbyua3xcP04Wcx0XN1wPGyU0tQJaKT2oify1gxnPMJhUcsLK4FboH4Z2SdPmaP4=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9p2ZQ_LRx_HHCKjcD_dAUpNMsAFcDSVUKEAJrY0plUy5rGYrzwUh3iTN6hUg2W8o7pVyyGZdr2eMzRAbyua3xcP04Wcx0XN1wPGyU0tQJaKT2oify1gxnPMJhUcsLK4FboH4Z2SdPmaP4=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9p2ZQ_LRx_HHCKjcD_dAUpNMsAFcDSVUKEAJrY0plUy5rGYrzwUh3iTN6hUg2W8o7pVyyGZdr2eMzRAbyua3xcP04Wcx0XN1wPGyU0tQJaKT2oify1gxnPMJhUcsLK4FboH4Z2SdPmaP4=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9p2ZQ_LRx_HHCKjcD_dAUpNMsAFcDSVUKEAJrY0plUy5rGYrzwUh3iTN6hUg2W8o7pVyyGZdr2eMzRAbyua3xcP04Wcx0XN1wPGyU0tQJaKT2oify1gxnPMJhUcsLK4FboH4Z2SdPmaP4=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYxffAgvZVQdzKnA7jT3TnM_S5LN8P38S99kLOTI_jjQgz4lUlRbKfKClI-PqnaVljNWmqBn-lBm0UGXKl9NMLHIfb3LPlR8q7A7K7e-voDtpI6Xq0CQWakI=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYxffAgvZVQdzKnA7jT3TnM_S5LN8P38S99kLOTI_jjQgz4lUlRbKfKClI-PqnaVljNWmqBn-lBm0UGXKl9NMLHIfb3LPlR8q7A7K7e-voDtpI6Xq0CQWakI=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboY6I27MUBHQR1yK-ulyeJtXThwHogfQbO1iD-pdNsrI82JfByRIl0eCjC4jbxlzU_rXioWa3nOxFJvR0L2GUgfnXQsrg3Q2lJOFnlaEzHbDl1VcWtztIbVAM=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboY6I27MUBHQR1yK-ulyeJtXThwHogfQbO1iD-pdNsrI82JfByRIl0eCjC4jbxlzU_rXioWa3nOxFJvR0L2GUgfnXQsrg3Q2lJOFnlaEzHbDl1VcWtztIbVAM=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pDN-zPXpJ-JAMlbGdk6Gfo3P_ka_eVCXuQ1xuNXXKoUGrmjQoBmO8WVMYag9knJ8LVjwCvaCQKq4JX0RRNst10LozILfermKyP1DjGl-Vv-yoSYichbU25sDU5trdgDx_5BczP5QEWXE=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pDN-zPXpJ-JAMlbGdk6Gfo3P_ka_eVCXuQ1xuNXXKoUGrmjQoBmO8WVMYag9knJ8LVjwCvaCQKq4JX0RRNst10LozILfermKyP1DjGl-Vv-yoSYichbU25sDU5trdgDx_5BczP5QEWXE=&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pmfjYoM-EUnLToOkt3fsbsougqK5znAUR2z6OPKwWKfQ1xlWKztwiSeP7Pm3OsuCoyM2bgusqKdXbP6rgNcdaVqFpJ24WbWC22KMkRDV9bN9GN3o3DjvlznrLR6-Vtrg-le02t7qp7vp6zdsZUH0kh_oylYbntDmBfYZvzJaMxLyxAOhLwWTwEgGxS6kLsA29Y0b3FfrnYzZdxfgVxpo0RMFyV951i-R4YKnxSWG93OKgkVPqtWV8Yvr2G49aY0iL&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pmfjYoM-EUnLToOkt3fsbsougqK5znAUR2z6OPKwWKfQ1xlWKztwiSeP7Pm3OsuCoyM2bgusqKdXbP6rgNcdaVqFpJ24WbWC22KMkRDV9bN9GN3o3DjvlznrLR6-Vtrg-le02t7qp7vp6zdsZUH0kh_oylYbntDmBfYZvzJaMxLyxAOhLwWTwEgGxS6kLsA29Y0b3FfrnYzZdxfgVxpo0RMFyV951i-R4YKnxSWG93OKgkVPqtWV8Yvr2G49aY0iL&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pLRodqvz5gNIKlQyiH2jzMRCDZ-cGUiAoR3gv-Bc1iIpqU7YRR0N8KvICQbn-hoRoJ449Av7hLs9_zXgkUpv26l_l65o0j3xInpWiqJuWbXyDTEQhH3scHXFosm9twLauRmF032bZdE-QjGTcy6WB02wHAjx-qcflS6rNGOHG_cRmmOF4n8wMUBFuYIYKSngGpQokWkuEtsLGHBmcO_YAoK-FMBwmnrvz&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YMx29R6wjRlRzGWJMRpggVDigME36ZpeapwpVmhCBmXWZfkSTmboYx6qg4hROS9pLRodqvz5gNIKlQyiH2jzMRCDZ-cGUiAoR3gv-Bc1iIpqU7YRR0N8KvICQbn-hoRoJ449Av7hLs9_zXgkUpv26l_l65o0j3xInpWiqJuWbXyDTEQhH3scHXFosm9twLauRmF032bZdE-QjGTcy6WB02wHAjx-qcflS6rNGOHG_cRmmOF4n8wMUBFuYIYKSngGpQokWkuEtsLGHBmcO_YAoK-FMBwmnrvz&c=iS4E0ovMQB8z4a9sP2c5Db4j3tMKluJmhcNG0sdVtcV49f5d7CFIQw==&ch=bhAQhw58b_-YtWAgKZqUoE0JNW9rM2l-tyTEgYJLNYurC6mfB8YyoA==


The	next	round	of	the	SITE	Program	with	The	Golden	LEAF	FoundaIon	is	now	open.	This
program	is	available	to	governmental	enBBes	and	501(c)(3)	nonprofits	for	funding	to
support	idenBficaBon,	due	diligence,	and	development	of	sites	to	a2ract	new	businesses
and	create	opportuniBes	for	exisBng	businesses	to	expand.	If	potenBal	applicants	have
quesBons	about	the	program	contact	SITE@GoldenLEAF.org	

ApplicaIons	are	due	on	September	19	at	noon	for	consideraBon	by	the	Golden	LEAF
Board	in	December	2022.	They	will	announce	another	round	later	this	year	for
consideraBon	in	June	2023.	

PresentaIon	on	PFAS	Impacts	in	NC

This	acernoon	my	legislaBve	assistant	and	I	a2ended	a	presentaBon	from	leading
scienBsts	and	local	acBvists	about	PFAS	contaminaBon	in	North	Carolina	hosted	by	the
NC	State	Superfund	Research	Center.	I	appreciated	them	taking	the	Bme	to	share	their
research	prioriBes	with	legislators	and	the	moving	tesBmony	from	advocates	who	have
been	personally	impacted	by	PFAS	exposure.	I	am	proud	to	have	co-sponsored	numerous
pieces	of	legislaBon	related	to	PFAS,	including	creaIng	a	PFAS	Taskforce,	banning	the
manufacturing	of	PFAS,	and	replacing	PFAS	firefighIng	foam.	As	Rep.	Butler	and	Rep.
Harrison	said	during	the	meeBng,	"We	know	we're	being	poisoned.	We	know	who's
doing	it.	We	ought	to	be	able	to	stop	it."	This	is	an	issue	that	impacts	voters	of	all	poliBcal
persuasion	and	we	must	work	together	on	a	biparBsan	basis	to	address	these	"forever
chemicals"	in	our	state.

I	want	to	share	some	resources	that	these	experts	shared	during	the	presentaBon.	You
can	read	more	about	the	economic	impacts	of	PFAS	here	and	about	how	to	order	PFAS
exposure	test	here	and	here.

Electronics	Takeback	with
Mecklenburg	County	and	Goodwill

In	North	Carolina,	it	is	illegal	to	dispose	of
a	TV	or	computer	in	a	landfill.	Your
curbside	collector	will	not	pick	up	TVs	or
computers	with	your	trash.

Instead,	please	bring	your	items	to
Mecklenburg	County's	electronics
takeback	event	with	Goodwill	Industries	on
August	19th	at	the	North	Mecklenburg
Recycling	Center	(12300	N.	Statesville
Road)	from	9am	-	12pm.

StoryIme	at	Holbrook	Park
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Charlo2e	Mecklenburg	Library	will	be	hosBng	story	Bme	on	Tuesdays	at	10:30am	through
August	30th	at	Holbrook	Park	(100	Sherwood	Drive,	Huntersville).	These	events	are
geared	towards	children	up	to	age	3	to	support	early	literacy	skill	development	and
help	foster	a	love	of	books	and	reading.	This	is	a	rain	or	shine	event	and	no	registraBon
is	required.	Parents	and	caregivers	are	encouraged	to	parBcipate.	More	informaBon	can
be	found	at	this	link.

Historic	Investments	in	Electric	Vehicle	Industry

VinFast,	an	electric	vehicle	company,	is	building	a	$4	billion	factory	in	Chatham	County,
considered	the	largest	single	foreign	direct	investment	in	the	North	Carolina	history.	This
arIcle	puts	that	investment	into	a	global	perspecBve	and	gives	me	hope	that	we	can
transiBon	to	electric	vehicles	at	a	faster	pace.	Do	you	plan	to	switch	to	an	EV?	What	will	it
take	to	get	you	to	switch?

North	Carolina	Named	#1	State	for	Business

In	case	you	missed	it,	CNBC	recently	named	North	Carolina	as	the	#1	state	for	business
in	the	country	for	2022!	In	the	past	year	there	have	been	more	than	24,000	new	jobs	in
the	state	and	over	$10	billion	in	investments	from	innovaBve	companies.

There	are	many	reasons	our	state	has	risen	to	the	top,	including	our	decision	to	avoid
passing	HB2-style	bills	in	recent	years.	While	this	is	good	news,	I	am	aware	that	many
working	families	do	not	yet	feel	the	posiBve	impacts	of	our	state's	strong	economy	and
will	conBnue	to	fight	for	good	public	policy	for	people,	not	just	businesses.

COVID-19	&	Monkeypox	Updates
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The	DHHS	COVID-19	Dashboard,	which	is	updated	weekly	every	Wednesday,	shows	the
following	data	points:

!"Wastewater	tesBng	has	shown	an	increase	to	23.2m	parBcles,	compared	to	20.5m
last	week.

!"COVID-like	illness	in	hospital	emergency	departments	have	decreased	slightly,	at
7.1%	this	week	compared	to	7.5%	last	week.

!"COVID-19	reported	cases	for	the	week	decreased,	from	33,159	to	31,848.
!"COVID-19	hospital	admissions	of	COVID-19	paBents	this	week	increased	to	1,350,
compared	to	last	week	which	was	at	1,289.

!"Booster	rates	are	59%	for	the	total	populaBon.	We	have	77%	of	adults	with	at	least
one	dose	and	29%	of	children	and	teens	ages	5-17	with	at	least	one	dose.

!"The	Omicron	variant	conBnues	to	represent	the	vast	majority	of	COVID	diagnoses.
BA.5	represents	58%	of	cases,	BA.4	16%,	BA.2.12.1	13%,	BA.2	8%,	and	B.1.1.529
5%.

For	more	informaBon	about	how	vaccines	for	children	work	and	where	you	can	find	a
vaccinaBon	appointment	nearby,	visit	MySpot.nc.gov.	The	North	Carolina	COVID-19
Vaccine	Help	Center	can	also	help	you	make	an	appointment	by	calling	888-675-4567.
The	help	center	is	open	7	a.m.-7	p.m.	on	weekdays	and	8	a.m.-4	p.m.	on	weekends.

The	White	House	has	officially	declared	that	Monkeypox	is	a	public	health	emergency.
Declaring	a	public	health	emergency	will	assist	greatly	in	aeempIng	to	slow	the	spread
and	work	to	avoid	it	becoming	an	endemic	infecIon.

Monkeypox	vaccines	are	free	and	available	in	Mecklenburg	County,	but	currently	in
limited	quanBBes.	If	you	are	experiencing	symptoms	or	believe	you	have	been	exposed,
contact	your	doctor	or	local	health	department.	In	Mecklenburg,	that	number	is
980-314-9400.	More	informaBon	about	monkeypox	is	available	on	the	CDC	website.

The	majority	of	cases	in	North	Carolina	have	been	reported	in	Mecklenburg	County.	In
order	to	make	sure	the	state	is	ge]ng	resources	where	they	are	most	needed,	NCDHHS
Secretary	Kinsley	and	NCDHHS	officials	will	be	visiBng	a	Mecklenburg	County	Public
Health	Monkeypox	vaccine	clinic	and	will	be	discussing	the	county’s	operaBons	and
response	to	the	outbreak	early	next	week.	I	will	be	briefed	on	those	plans	and	will	share
them	in	my	next	newsle2er.

Contact	Our	Office
Phone:	(919)	715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov

Mailing	Address:
300	N.	Salisbury	Street,
Rm.	519
Raleigh,	NC	27603 How	can	we	help	you?	Let	us	know	and	reach

out	to	our	office!	We	want	to	hear	from	you.

Senator	Natasha	Marcus	|	Website   
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