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All Things Judicial Focuses on
North Carolina Magistrates

North Carolina magistrates are often the public's first contact with judicial review.

RALEIGH — The latest episode of the All Things
Judicial podcast focuses on North Carolina's
magistrates with guests Magistrate Christopher
Bazzle (Mecklenburg), Magistrate Jacqueline Foster
(Guilford), and Magistrate Katrina Watson
(Mecklenburg). They discuss the role of magistrates
in the Judicial Branch and highlight the specific duties
magistrates perform in their counties. 

"I believe that the magistrate's role is vital to
people's access to justice," said Bazzle on the podcast. "The ability to see and
hear everyone in our community for the individuals that they are and give them
their chance to be heard, both in criminal and civil court without the necessity of
hiring an attorney, gives them a way to resolve issues in a more peaceful manner
and that is very important in maintaining a just and balanced society for
everybody."

Magistrates are judicial officers, recognized by the North Carolina constitution
to perform numerous duties in both civil and criminal proceedings. They are often
a person's first contact with the Judicial Branch and make decisions in criminal
proceedings that include conducting initial appearances, setting conditions of
release, and issuing warrants. Magistrates' civil proceedings include hearing small
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claims cases, entering orders for summary ejectment (evictions), and
determining involuntary commitments. Magistrates are the only civil officials in
the state who can perform marriages. 

To learn more about North Carolina magistrates, please visit the Court Officials
page on NCcourts.gov.

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties. 
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2020–21 was $598.2M, 89.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 10.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.44% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Chris Mears

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607

919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov
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