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Chief Justice Paul Newby Proclaims May as
Drug Court Month for the Judicial Branch

RALEIGH — Chief Justice Paul Newby has proclaimed
the month of May 2022, as "Drug Court Month" for
the North Carolina Judicial Branch. This
month, treatment courts throughout North
Carolina will join more than 4,000 such programs
nationwide in celebrating National Drug Court Month.

A courtroom is not a place where you expect to find
scenes of celebration and tears of joy. Unless, of
course, it's treatment court. Rather than continue to
allow individuals with long histories of addiction
and crime to cycle through the justice system at
great expense to the public, treatment courts use the
leverage of the court to keep them engaged in treatment long enough to be
successful. Today, drug courts and other treatment courts have proven that a
combination of accountability and compassion can save lives while also saving
valuable resources and reducing criminal justice costs.

"North Carolina's treatment courts have been working to restore lives and families
for 27 years," said Chief Justice Newby. "We set aside this month to raise
awareness that treatment courts can help break the cycle of addiction and crime
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and encourage hope and healing through recovery."

Drug Court Month is a celebration of the lives restored through the drug courts.
According to the National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP), this
year alone, more than 150,000 individuals nationwide who entered the justice
system due to addiction will receive the chance to repair their lives, reconnect
with their families, and find long-term recovery.

As of January 2022, there are a total of 61 treatment courts serving 32 North
Carolina counties.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 7,000 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties. 
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2020–21 was $598.2M, 89.2% of which is used
to pay salaries and the remaining 10.8% is used for operations. The Judicial
Branch receives only 2.44% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Charles Keller

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607

919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov
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