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All Things Judicial Focuses on Guardians ad Litem During
North Carolina Guardian ad Litem

Child Advocate Month

RALEIGH — April is North Carolina Guardian ad Litem
Child Advocate Month and the latest episode of
the All Things Judicial podcast focuses on the North
Carolina Guardian ad Litem (GAL) program. Their
mission is to advocate for North Carolina's abused
and neglected children in district court proceedings
through a team model of representation that includes
community volunteers, paid staff, and attorney
advocates. 

This episode is hosted by Ruth Griffin, GAL Recruitment and Retention Specialist
Lead, and guests are Reginald O'Rourke, GAL Associate Counsel, and Matt
Wunsche, GAL Appellate Counsel. 

"The National Court Appointed Special Advocates recognizes North Carolina's
model as one of the best models in the nation because of the triune
representation: (GAL) staff, volunteer, and the attorney in court," said O'Rourke
on the podcast. "There are many states that have one part of that, but having all
three is a wholistic way of making sure that we address every aspect of the child
and the family."

To find out more about the North Carolina Guardian ad Litem program and how
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you can volunteer, please visit www.volunteerforGAL.org. 

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of government. More than 6,400 Judicial Branch employees
statewide administer justice in courthouses in North Carolina's 100 counties.
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2019–20 was $578.4M, nearly 88.4% of which
is used to pay salaries and the remaining 11.6% is used for operations. The
Judicial Branch receives only 2.37% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC) is the
administrative agency for the North Carolina Judicial Branch, providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.

Media Contact
Chris Mears

North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
901 Corporate Center Drive, Raleigh, NC 27607

919-890-1000 | www.NCcourts.gov
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