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Redistric3ng	Updates

My	Interview	with	WSOC-TV's	Joe	Bruno Speaking	at	Senate	RedistricGng	and	ElecGons	Commi2ee
(I	only	remove	my	mask	when	speaking)

This	week	the	Senate	RedistricGng	Commi2ee	debated	House	Bill	605,	2022	Primary
Date.	NCGA	leaders	moved	the	bill	quickly	-	introducing	it	(by	guQng	an	exisGng	bill
passed	by	the	House),	speeding	it	through	two	Senate	commi2ees,	and	adding	it	to	the
calendar	for	votes,	all	on	the	same	day.	They	then	rushed	it	over	to	the	House	chamber,
where	that	body	voted	on	it	the	same	aUernoon,	having	never	heard	it	in	any	House
commi2ees.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDDbc_9SmiMg9Ov4cVWH7SCuibNOE-COXxBvmPYwIq5djXAjbd66dAnrlYKO3Is2pTBd7PIkXknqT7kMGJPmamGSrbSwv-BF4Dzg8TYCV8TLo7DAdRg4xkpvXlR6nNO5jCAwweBrN4MTEuuYLYaHoNBVi7U54mvHQCbpQdp3qCA0mdPzzowf5eOdNOotEH73L5fMO62uB_kJIFoHP-IVm1Xg==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDDbc_9SmiMg9Ov4cVWH7SCuibNOE-COXxBvmPYwIq5djXAjbd66dAnrlYKO3Is2pTBd7PIkXknqT7kMGJPmamGSrbSwv-BF4Dzg8TYCV8TLo7DAdRg4xkpvXlR6nNO5jCAwweBrN4MTEuuYLYaHoNBVi7U54mvHQCbpQdp3qCA0mdPzzowf5eOdNOotEH73L5fMO62uB_kJIFoHP-IVm1Xg==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLD5aOcsy7IKOrMdtwVhApqX5GBAO3HWj-4rYKBSdopJFKkMTO-4QgZlOlXR2R9Y96Z9MhhYO_6oqoiOVzsz7002FBpytfupzKH7n737nMFYog=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLD5aOcsy7IKOrMdtwVhApqX5GBAO3HWj-4rYKBSdopJFKkMTO-4QgZlOlXR2R9Y96Z9MhhYO_6oqoiOVzsz7002FBpytfupzKH7n737nMFYog=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==


The	bill	seeks	to	delay	the	2022	Primary	and	municipal	elec3ons	yet	again,	from	May
17th	to	June	7th,	presumably	to	give	the	legislature	addiGonal	Gme	to	redraw	district
maps.	However,	the	NC	Supreme	Court	is	scheduled	to	hear	oral	arguments	in	the
redistricGng	cases	on	February	2nd	and	will	make	its	ruling	promptly.	During	commi2ee,	I
noted	that	the	bill	seeks	to	interfere	with	what	the	NC	Supreme	Court	will	ul3mately
decide.	In	addiGon,	I	know	many	voters	are	eager	to	avoid	any	more	delays	in	the
already-delayed	municipal	elecGons.	Finally,	the	bill	was	so	rushed	that	it	failed	to
consider	how	disrupGve	it	would	be	to	the	final	week	of	school	to	have	elecGons
happening	on	June	7.	(Many	polling	locaGons	are	located	at	schools.)

So,	the	bill	was	sloppy,	unnecessary	and	could	create	further	delay	and	confusion.	It	is
be2er	to	allow	the	Court	to	make	its	ruling,	including	any	changes	in	the	elecGon
calendar	that	may	be	necessitated	by	the	ruling.	I	voted	no,	as	did	all	other	Democrats	in
both	chambers,	but	the	bill	passed.	We	expect	Governor	Cooper	to	veto	the	bill.	You	can
read	more	about	HB605	and	my	public	comments	about	it	here	and	here.	I	had	a	brief
interview	with	Spanish-language	media	Enlace	LaGno	NC	immediately	aUer	the	vote	on
HB605,	which	you	can	watch	here.

I	also	did	an	interview	with	WSOC-TV's	Joe	Bruno	earlier	this	week	about	how
Mecklenburg	voters	are	impacted	by	the	enacted	Congressional	maps,	which	you	can
watch	here.

Celebra3ng	Dolly	Parton's	Imagina3on	Library:
Mecklenburg	Kids	from	Birth	to	5	Eligible	for	Free	Books

Smart	Start	of	Mecklenburg	County	is	celebraGng	the	5th	anniversary	of	their
organizaGon's	partnership	with	Dolly	Parton's	ImaginaGon	Library.	Entertainment	legend
Dolly	Parton	developed	the	program	so	that	every	preschool	child	in	her	hometown
would	have	their	own	library	of	books,	and	now	the	program	is	available	to	children	in
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDupGiHD0K6tLAtznVlli0M2groIiDFZwu2HkuJVlsuO--4PQ5CiR0JOrZXt-Ejhb0E90TpR7dryMxS83GP3n8HVYxG-8bRXz04NiRwLmMSLxjad5Y6FS79SxdIvf7PYq15IlA2qUjAEYvqHrXgSBZIlnWe6yQ9ufb3-8LqpKlQzPa_LKfKfBOkW-h9IgBECB_TaDlxHSs7XkqAQRJMwpiymCg9TQ1WL0hjrP2eJ2peYbab48iqkoGjf9sYesNg7Ze_jGGa9rkbd6FJKdSLOdwQV3NDVPfohtZYTdQsOUKLxIIXhKyjCCnVHhlHaRgGkl41NYrW22jSVm_0upOaePw5A==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
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over	2,000	communiGes	across	the	world,	including	Mecklenburg	County.

The	program	began	in	Charlo2e	by	distribuGng	books	to	newborns	within	zip	code
28205.	It	has	since	expanded,	with	Smart	Start	focusing	on	families	residing	in	"the
crescent,"	Charlo2e's	12	most	vulnerable	zip	codes.	Over	the	next	few	years,	addiGonal
zip	codes	bolstered	their	service	area	as	funding	allowed,	focusing	on	book	deserts	in
Charlo2e.	In	2017,	state	legisla3on	provided	funding	to	expand	the	program
countywide.	Now	every	child	from	birth	to	age	five	in	Mecklenburg	County	has	the
opportunity	to	par3cipate	in	the	program.

The	Dolly	Parton	ImaginaGon	Library	is	a	voluntary	program.	Parents	can	sign	up	to
receive	a	new	book	each	month	through	the	ImaginaGon	Library	at	no	cost.	You	can	read
more	about	the	program	here.

Interview	with	Queen	City	News	on	Snow	Day	Policy

This	week	I	spoke	with	Queen	City	News	about	the	Save	Spring	Break	Act	(Senate	Bill
242),	a	bill	I	introduced	that	sought	to	allow	Charlo2e-Mecklenburg	Schools	to	use
remote	learning	during	severe	weather	in	order	to	avoid	adding	in-person	make-up
days	during	Spring	Break.	My	bill's	language	was	included	in	SB654	which	was	signed
into	law	last	year	and	applies	statewide.	The	bill	does	not	eliminate	snow	days	(as	CMS
had	one	just	last	week),	but	provides	the	opGon	to	have	a	remote	day	so	that	students
and	staff	do	not	have	to	give	up	part	of	their	Spring	Break	for	a	make-up	day	(as
happened	today).	You	can	watch	the	full	interview	here.

Rally	for	Democracy:
Remembering	the	Capitol	Insurrec3on
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Earlier	this	month	community	members	gathered	in	Davidson	to	reflect	on	the	violent
insurrec3on	of	January	6,	2021.	During	my	remarks,	I	noted	the	unse2ling	truth	that
violence	frequently	follows	progress.	The	events	of	1/6/21	were	an	extreme	example,	but
part	of	a	pa2ern	of	backlash.	We	should	not	let	it	discourage	us	from	working	for
progress.	I	also	quoted	Rep.	Alma	Adams	and	President	Biden	and	ended	my	remarks	by
asking	audience	members	to	raise	their	hand	if	they	were	commi\ed	to	protec3ng	our
vo3ng	rights,	equal	rights,	fair	maps	and	ul3mately	our	democracy.	The	crowd	was
clearly	commi2ed.

Smithville	CommUNITY	Coali3on	Mee3ng

Last	week	I	joined	local	leaders	and	Cornelius	residents	to	see	Smithville	CommUNITY
Coali3on's	presentaGon	of	its	plan	to	revitalize	and	save	Smithville.	The	group	has
worked	hard	to	preserve	this	historic	neighborhood	and	the	affordable	housing	located
there.	SCC	is	hopeful	that	the	town	and	the	county	will	help	fund	their	plan.

I	applaud	SCC's	work	and	have	supported	various	affordable	housing	iniGaGves	at	the
General	Assembly,	including:

!"Senate	Bill	252,	Cornelius	Affordable	Housing	Funds
!"Senate	Bill	386,	Expand	Workforce	Housing
!"Senate	Bill	588,	Low-Income	Housing	Tax	Credits

Colonial	Pipeline	Updates

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspQnXj7XnMRGtWVGoh_7uLDNcR1ozoakO13V7w4nuPRI0hSOOEgEFeiUszkv_4nYpa_B8uHqaCam5dbxBBiNfdrd5AeUaYasIEEtGyfE3ZGnXJcEU6GnQLA0=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspQnXj7XnMRGtWVGoh_7uLDNcR1ozoakO13V7w4nuPRI0hSOOEgEFeiUszkv_4nYpa_B8uHqaCam5dbxBBiNfdrd5AeUaYasIEEtGyfE3ZGnXJcEU6GnQLA0=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspQnXj7XnMRGtWVGoh_7uLDNcR1ozoakO13V7w4nuPRI0hSOOEgEFeiUszkv_4nYpa_B8uHqaCam5dbxBBiNfdrd5AeUaYasIEEtGyfE3ZGnXJcEU6GnQLA0=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspQnXj7XnMRGtWVGoh_7uLDNcR1ozoakO13V7w4nuPRI0hSOOEgEFeiUszkv_4nYpa_B8uHqaCam5dbxBBiNfdrd5AeUaYasIEEtGyfE3ZGnXJcEU6GnQLA0=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspU-U2jhieXgKmimGCcST9L15viT_QyKGNjvVTzJSv__ieybY_BOdOdx8VlNAZZeIiw7xLx3DNY72aeAo-hSK4Mo5dwhn03V3tm7D9rHWsheE1eT-mUTZAn8=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspU-U2jhieXgKmimGCcST9L15viT_QyKGNjvVTzJSv__ieybY_BOdOdx8VlNAZZeIiw7xLx3DNY72aeAo-hSK4Mo5dwhn03V3tm7D9rHWsheE1eT-mUTZAn8=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspUthavisgud8UOtrJN8DAC6hn5y_LHmeUgfCmYEem7BlvqqajefVEf1CLr0aad1jKvVVpMHOCDRSRYsTdc-YQhHwQxpZuyLMLjyPNCPGO6rDLv-33XC_3rI=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspUthavisgud8UOtrJN8DAC6hn5y_LHmeUgfCmYEem7BlvqqajefVEf1CLr0aad1jKvVVpMHOCDRSRYsTdc-YQhHwQxpZuyLMLjyPNCPGO6rDLv-33XC_3rI=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspUEZsaVX1UlXV93IxSsDjf__7j-zzWXQ0ysqALCQa1njgMAquz7OF3tbOFq4fqxuVEpP0a6j35iPuN8ZWrdXvLSLfrqlhZONNy-mINgsfM0kB270GH968l4=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspUEZsaVX1UlXV93IxSsDjf__7j-zzWXQ0ysqALCQa1njgMAquz7OF3tbOFq4fqxuVEpP0a6j35iPuN8ZWrdXvLSLfrqlhZONNy-mINgsfM0kB270GH968l4=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==


Last	week	I	spoke	with	Wayne	Randolph,	Trust	Fund	Branch	Head,	Division	of	Waste
Management,	at	NC	Department	of	Environmental	Quality	to	get	an	update	about	the	clean-
up	of	the	Colonial	Pipeline	gasoline	spill	in	Huntersville.	I	get	weekly	wri2en	updates	from	NC
DEQ,	but	I	wanted	to	dig	a	li2le	deeper	to	ensure	that	progress	was	being	made	and	that	I	was
aware	of	any	concerns	or	problems,	so	that	I	could	bring	that	informaGon	to	my	consGtuents’
a2enGon,	parGcularly	those	living	near	the	site.

The	top	line	news	is	that	there	have	been	no	surprises	in	recent	months	and	the	clean-up,
although	slow	and	3me	consuming,	is	progressing.	However,	there	are	disagreements
between	NC	DEQ	and	Colonial	about	how	to	assess	the	total	volume	of	the	plume	and	about
when	and	how	extracGon	of	the	deeper	area	should	begin.	They	are	discussing	how	to	resolve
those	disagreements,	while	the	lawsuit	looms	in	the	background.

Here	are	some	specifics	about	acGviGes	at	the	site	that	I	thought	you	would	want	to	know:

Surface	water

TesGng	of	surface	water	(like	nearby	creeks/streams)	has	been	happening	since	the	spill	was
first	discovered.	They	have	never	detected	gasoline	(also	called	free	product)	in	the	surface
water	and	s3ll	have	not.	For	the	past	several	weeks,	NCDEQ's	Division	of	Water	Resources
(DWR)	has	been	requiring,	per	their	usual	process,	that	Colonial	Pipeline	test	surface	water	in
addiGonal	locaGons.	This	is	all	good	news.

!"Caveat:	There	is	one	locaGon	where	one	reading	rose	above	the	“non-detect”	level	for
one	chemical.	Toluene	is	used	in	paint,	gasoline	and	other	fuels.	Toluene	was	detected	at
4ppb	in	April	on	2021	and	at	6.7ppb	in	May	of	2021.	It	has	been	at	less	than	1ppb	(non-
detect)	ever	since.	The	sample	was	collected	southeast	of	the	site,	in	a	farm	field,	where
groundwater	was	naturally	trickling	up	from	the	soil	(called	a	seep).	Since	the	tests
showed	only	one	chemical	(not	a	family	of	chemicals	you’d	expect	to	see	in	gasoline),	at
levels	that	remained	below	surface	water	sample	standards,	and	did	not	persist,	it	is
unlikely	there	is	a	problem.	Nevertheless,	just	to	be	sure,	DEQ	is	requiring	Colonial	to
conGnue	to	sample	this	locaGon.	It	is	unknown	whether	the	toluene	was	present	due	to
the	Colonial	spill	or	farming	acGvity	on	the	property.	It	never	rose	above	allowed	levels
and	did	not	reach	the	stream.

Drinking	Well	Water	is	Safe

Colonial	conGnues	to	monitor	drinking	well	water	on	a	regular	basis.	As	residents	know,	some
wells	were	capped	since	the	spill.	No	contaminants	have	been	detected	in	opera3ng	water
supply	wells.	This	is	good	news	and	the	most	important	factor	in	protecGng	human	health.

Wastewater

Since	the	clean-up	began,	Colonial	has	been	trucking	all	the	wastewater	it	produces	(aUer



separaGng	it	from	the	free	product)	to	regulated	disposal	facility	offsite.	Recently,	Colonial	has
sought	alterna3ves	to	this	costly	and	cumbersome	prac3ce.	They	have	looked	into	two
possibiliGes:

1.	ConnecGng	to	the	Charlo2e-Mecklenburg	sewage	wastewater	system,	so	that	the
wastewater	from	the	site	would	flow	directly	to	treatment	plants.	This	would	require	a
Publicly	Owned	Treatment	Works	(POTW)	permit.

2.	GeQng	a	permit	to	release	the	wastewater	into	nearby	streams/surface	water.	This
would	require	a	NPDES	permit	from	NC	DWR	and	will	be	considered	carefully	to	make
sure	no	contaminants	are	re-introduced	to	the	area.

Due	to	the	large	volume	of	water	Colonial	needs	to	discharge,	it	is	expected	that	opGon	one
will	be	limited	and	that	they	will	conGnue	to	pursue	opGon	two.	Thus,	for	the	Gme	being,
Colonial	will	have	to	conGnue	to	truck	water	off-site.

Tank	Alarm	Systems

Colonial	is	in	the	process	of	installing	alarms	on	its	frac	tanks,	where	it	stores	the	water	and
gasoline	extracted	from	underground.	The	alarms	will	noGfy	the	company	if	the	level	in	the
tank	gets	too	high	and,	if	so,	automaGcally	shut	off	the	pump.	UnGl	now,	Colonial	has	been
relying	on	workers	to	monitor	those	levels	(and	no	overflows	have	occurred)	but	will	soon	have
the	alarms	to	provide	an	added	layer	of	protecGon.

Air	Monitoring

There	have	been	occasional	readings	above	0	on	the	on-site	air	monitors	required	by
Mecklenburg	County.	Recently,	the	most	recent	report	showed	1	VOC	concentraGon	detected
above	1	ppm	and	the	previous	report	showed	3	VOC	concentraGons	detected	above	1ppm.
This	is	typical	and	not	a	concern	since	air	monitoring	is	happening	constantly	and	these
readings	were	short-term	and	dissipated	quickly.	They	can	be	explained	by	the	operaGon	of
machinery	(such	as	vacuum	truck	and	frac	acGviGes)	in	the	upwind	vicinity	of	the	monitors	and
do	not	pose	a	threat	to	human	health.	Benzene	monitoring	at	all	frac	tank	and	site-wide
locaGons	did	not	detect	any	airborne	concentraGons.

1.3	million+	Gallons	Extracted

As	of	January	18,	2022,	1,317,602	gallons	of	product	and	6,775,471	gallons	of	Petroleum
Contaminated	Water	have	been	extracted	at	the	site.	There	are	currently	107	Recovery	Wells
and	117	total	Monitoring	Wells	(97	shallow	and	20	deep/bedrock),	which	is	more	than
there	were	at	the	beginning	of	this	process.	New	wells	are	drilled	when	the	older	ones	hit	more
rock/soil	than	water	and	free	product,	which	slows	the	extracGon	process	in	those	older	wells.

We	s3ll	do	not	have	an	updated	es3mate	of	how	many	gallons	of	gasoline	remain
underground.	We	know	that	there	is	free	product	deeper	in	the	ground	than	where	Colonial’s
extracGon	wells	are	currently	operaGng.
The	daily	rate	of	extracGon	varies	depending	on	which	wells	are	operaGng,	how	efficiently	they
are	working,	and	when	new	wells	are	drilled.	It’s	dynamic	day	to	day.	But	overall,	DEQ	does	not
believe	we	are	near	the	end.	Instead,	it	is	my	understanding	that	it’s	likely	that	significant
gasoline	is	underneath	the	currently	idenGfied	plume.	DEQ	relies	on	Colonial	to	test	and	collect
the	data	necessary	to	know	more,	and	so	far,	that	data	has	not	been	provided	to	DEQ.	DEQ	has
filed	a	lawsuit	and	is	in	negoGaGons	with	Colonial	about	how	to	proceed	to	both	assess	and
then	begin	to	extract	that	addiGonal/deeper	gasoline	in	a	way	that	neither	slows	the	extracGon
process	nor	makes	the	spill	migrate	deeper	or	harder	to	clean-up.

It’s	important	to	know	that	the	plume’s	loca3on	and	width	has	been	delineated	with



certainty.	If	it	expands/migrates,	DEQ	will	know.	It	has	migrated	very	slightly	since	the	original
spill,	in	line	with	what	geologists	expect	and	within	the	network	of	monitoring	wells	already	in
place.	The	big	quesGons	that	remain	are	a)	how	deep	is	the	spill	and	b)	how	many	gallons	are
sGll	underground.

I	will	keep	you	updated	as	new	informaGon	is	available.

NC	DHHS	Announces	State’s	System	of	Community-Based
Services	and	Supports	for	People	with	Disabili3es

For	families	interested	in	services	for	persons	with	disabili3es,	NC	DHHS	has	released
the	Olmstead	Plan	for	2022-2023.	The	plan	is	designed	to	assist	people	with	disabili3es
who	receive	or	are	eligible	for	publicly-funded	services	to	reside	in	and	experience	the
full	benefit	of	being	part	of	day-to-day	life	in	communiGes	alongside	those	without
disabiliGes.	Developed	with	stakeholders	from	across	the	state,	the	plan’s	goal	is	to	divert
people	from	entering	insGtuGons	and	to	support	those	wishing	to	leave.	You	can	read
more	about	the	Olmstead	Plan	here.

Eagle	Scout	Award	Ceremony

Congratula3ons	to	Troop	58's	newest
Eagle	Scouts!	Earlier	this	month,	I	was
honored	to	award	Joshua,	Noah,	Alex,	and
Ryan	their	flags	during	the	ceremony	held
at	the	Davidson	College	Presbyterian
Church	CongregaGon	House.	The	Eagle
Scout	is	the	highest	advancement	rank	in
Boy	ScouGng,	with	an	emphasis	on
community	involvement.

Updates	on	the	Proposed	Piedmont	Lithium	Mine	Project
in	Gaston	County

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLD8x2i4fMl6wbJf0O5EK0NOxOk2Z5fM1OX-KVrv3M-dDL740qYGLIQIwEkMx6GP0sAdhxZH5KPjTGkCqTXQ-Ds5r0Mjgsf2o00GtuHT81MxE6Q0mfyFgXOTVfCCvlBY2hqg4Qq534Y6czs4zsiQH-Dm7lk6YbBaT_oKQ1RFBDawngocILi_sm0YAmITr18XMKH5eNWnLzXl7ziiyHs1kYgd6OAfJyFhCm19DcdRqEpRs7HmDOhpOPEvwXJDGayM0FveANyppHnuxRwb1iHqitCEXAUpgu__jAi5SD4LGb0Vf_WxavAAIIywvw-SHyQcnBVjVX5rvrG_FhBYifee669gw==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLD8x2i4fMl6wbJf0O5EK0NOxOk2Z5fM1OX-KVrv3M-dDL740qYGLIQIwEkMx6GP0sAdhxZH5KPjTGkCqTXQ-Ds5r0Mjgsf2o00GtuHT81MxE6Q0mfyFgXOTVfCCvlBY2hqg4Qq534Y6czs4zsiQH-Dm7lk6YbBaT_oKQ1RFBDawngocILi_sm0YAmITr18XMKH5eNWnLzXl7ziiyHs1kYgd6OAfJyFhCm19DcdRqEpRs7HmDOhpOPEvwXJDGayM0FveANyppHnuxRwb1iHqitCEXAUpgu__jAi5SD4LGb0Vf_WxavAAIIywvw-SHyQcnBVjVX5rvrG_FhBYifee669gw==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==


Residents	of	Gaston	County	have	expressed	skep3cism	and	concern	over	a	recent
economic	output	study	of	the	proposed	Piedmont	Lithium	mine.	The	study	stated	that
the	operaGon	will	create	over	1,000	jobs	and	$3.9	billion	over	six	years.	However,	the
report	did	not	include	the	poten3al	environmental	costs	of	the	project,	including
groundwater	disrupGon	and	the	impacts	on	nearby	businesses	or	lost	property	value.	You
can	read	more	about	these	updates	here.	I	wrote	to	the	DEQ	Secretary	last	month	to
express	my	concerns	about	this	proposed	project,	which	you	can	read	here.

COVID-19	Vaccine	&	Tes3ng	Informa3on

Do	you	have	ques3ons	about	who	is
eligible	for	the	COVID-19	vaccine	or
booster,	or	where	you	can	get	a	vaccine?
Please	go	to	the	DHHS	website	here	for
more	informaGon	on	all	things	related	to
the	COVID-19	vaccine.	AddiGonally,	the
Biden	administra3on	recently	launched	a
website	offering	free	COVID-19	at-home
tests	(4	per	household).	You	can	place	your
order	here.

The	Arts	Empowerment	Project	Scholarship	Opportunity

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDppQaP-O6BC9bYPDcr2_He0LEQGsu6mKc0WxhjHVOC618VCGicO_hFDpv5BbHABW7plJ3IFODzvUm8zRNkIjwz1mGN9hwYounJawOT4oKYMa7NnhwKZiukjnOzC25ME85crbX_uFUXHUDZC7TlUUBwrPE3FCNvjHqA5g1na0GBFfVk-p8S0L-rso8uotqaTjlEUbBzbfn088IlH5ZavlneNf9lkSXobh06kDpZj7cAo133BnLuewEcg==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDppQaP-O6BC9bYPDcr2_He0LEQGsu6mKc0WxhjHVOC618VCGicO_hFDpv5BbHABW7plJ3IFODzvUm8zRNkIjwz1mGN9hwYounJawOT4oKYMa7NnhwKZiukjnOzC25ME85crbX_uFUXHUDZC7TlUUBwrPE3FCNvjHqA5g1na0GBFfVk-p8S0L-rso8uotqaTjlEUbBzbfn088IlH5ZavlneNf9lkSXobh06kDpZj7cAo133BnLuewEcg==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDFiyBxxebB7vfbzn1aKhE0So7RXCd1t_OAP9Zjh39dUBdlGtQMTpJIgSMp9K1a6fro4ievk_-vfYMbfEaT9WdxFFiuxKtwJQivswI45XWpVgagPQ0sg02UJfDMBJofr8Dsz3AExYyQ6w=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDFiyBxxebB7vfbzn1aKhE0So7RXCd1t_OAP9Zjh39dUBdlGtQMTpJIgSMp9K1a6fro4ievk_-vfYMbfEaT9WdxFFiuxKtwJQivswI45XWpVgagPQ0sg02UJfDMBJofr8Dsz3AExYyQ6w=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDHM8WHV1C3QSl6U6YaP6zNJ6HeWu1GXH4wrKlWXnX4rmCdQICZOxuCWgTYcGvGKNk4N66iuO_L7CTBspKtA1fnkTnscw25e3E0E1IqVQy80Y=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDHM8WHV1C3QSl6U6YaP6zNJ6HeWu1GXH4wrKlWXnX4rmCdQICZOxuCWgTYcGvGKNk4N66iuO_L7CTBspKtA1fnkTnscw25e3E0E1IqVQy80Y=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDqVF71zfhxF7-KkO8Ic8EAIy6kHwtJimV6E3I8VxCgKM1QBmylNQc6DOu4ozk-XIP4dEI96RY3lwNijCl0xjSYL-a91WPejAb&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDqVF71zfhxF7-KkO8Ic8EAIy6kHwtJimV6E3I8VxCgKM1QBmylNQc6DOu4ozk-XIP4dEI96RY3lwNijCl0xjSYL-a91WPejAb&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==


The	Arts	Empowerment	Project	is	accepGng	applicaGons	for	the	Judge	Bill	Jones
Memorial	Scholarship	Fund.	The	scholarship,	named	for	a	judge	who	advocated	for	at-
risk	youth,	gives	students	up	to	$1,500	in	funding	for	visual	and	performing	arts
workshops,	classes,	camps,	produc3ons,	research	opportuni3es,	and	more.	Read	more
about	the	scholarship	here.	Applica3ons	are	due	by	March	31,	2022.

Volunteer	Opportuni3es	at	Ada	Jenkins	Center

Ms.	Marlene	teaches	the	third	graders.	It's	been	challenging	during	the	pandemic,	but	she	enjoys	the	work.

The	student	who	drew	this	told	me	he	wants	to	be	a	chef	when	he	grows	up,	like	his	dad.	His	classmates	suggested	that
he	consider	becoming	an	arGst	since	he's	so	talented.

I	answered	the	call	for	volunteers	needed	at	the	Ada	Jenkins	Center	this	week.	I	helped
out	in	Ms.	Marlene's	LEARN	Works	AUer-School	program,	where	I	got	to	meet	some	great
third	graders,	help	them	learn	mulGplicaGon	and	pre-fixes,	see	the	online	assessment
program	they	use,	make	paper	snowflakes	with	the	kids,	and	admire	the	work	of	one
student,	who	drew	the	excellent	piece	pictured	above.	I'm	looking	forward	to	returning
to	assist	in	two	other	classrooms	next	week.

The	Ada	Jenkins	Center	serves	residents	in	North	Mecklenburg	and	is	looking	for
volunteers	in	the	following	programs:

!"The	LEARN	Works	AUer-school	Academic	Program	needs	classroom	volunteers	—
for	a	few	weeks,	or	for	the	enGre	spring	semester.	Click	here	to	learn	about	Ada
Jenkins	Center	EducaGon	Services	and	our	volunteer	opportuniGes,	and	to
complete	a	New	Volunteer	ApplicaGon.

!"During	Tax	Season	2022,	they	will	host	two	program	sites	for	Volunteer	Income	Tax
Assistance	(VITA)	and	Tax	Counseling	for	the	Elderly	(TCE).	Through	April	15,	2022,
VITA	volunteers	will	help	neighbors	with	incomes	of	$57,000	or	less	prepare	their
taxes	for	free!	They	need	volunteers	in	several	posiGons	–	some	with	tax

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDew6hE7IHZSfpOhgBPk1OcvYagkymTTgqZi-NOGES2bQt1l1NcgvapX3Y232Fgww45Kk0qeOd00uOch77CpUVNpeQbHH6K7nAEUxvBtZnY6V6EJeOiaZX9Iu_-QJ4s2Pr7-rqT2zlsQKKbGn-D0jqTaVByO1q32SWJQvCKQCsqEXCvZa-zCfdgtCht18tiA-2gwbRIvibWhg0gRNCdE5Z4Gu0smE236J5clSFD3ZFW50=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspRLoZs5A_vLDew6hE7IHZSfpOhgBPk1OcvYagkymTTgqZi-NOGES2bQt1l1NcgvapX3Y232Fgww45Kk0qeOd00uOch77CpUVNpeQbHH6K7nAEUxvBtZnY6V6EJeOiaZX9Iu_-QJ4s2Pr7-rqT2zlsQKKbGn-D0jqTaVByO1q32SWJQvCKQCsqEXCvZa-zCfdgtCht18tiA-2gwbRIvibWhg0gRNCdE5Z4Gu0smE236J5clSFD3ZFW50=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspf3OCUVpytiWRYQYUf-3uL-7XYFT_j01ESlK_QIn2xa4pad0oh45Gx2X5_70SETJmdyqxvRtxm86yu1C91DubD5I_cSgJMYBMbagbMkpkKZLUSdjQlhMOWF6nvwWJV4RpOAniGjyyWTShJHCXld3Nafckq7nhPKDB1I-k6lkj9p7wNejS9Fo0x6kkRKAjQ2MwEJtbD12gkQdQcXZfR3SRsUdzERVdC1ZwvEXktGuIU64kA36WzhNVd5PGhIdrue1SoyGUmKnoMG9PmdRWyFkBjr4aXgkny_EDVM3VchkGeqHLwgISZgWYRE57J4UHxCcBbuKX8UXyfec9YGAjUPgSmJz8I92vV55rK8S8OPh8fqIcpkqo05dTFhk1-RvFKYcp9vA9gHBTPcVrCc9bPFD3sxgoPnty-jt_oA004hKmxr-x7vHUnXx2_qgbQBy31W7DeBTaVLIrq7ikbXdaQJ1zfol7tFLxW0IyZpJH4X8GATUBNOdGqwplq2KS7-HEn7OwuibNuNK314pnc3PDCyqB8Tzd6gPc6bbfQLlH2UH1aAJAbtS_dOXvmCPvrBAygC34JQ0WzogZLD99GMyTL1ks3e5SibFMbukUKkI71PmCsqX91hXYXK3QNUYTXMzYURZndh0cwALGdrPswEy997ZdTN9QKTLCjuRh6G4EmD5J7zJ89xe0PDfo-3QCQP8QHhBTuqW44db4ElAcTtpivRUhT5qL9-SC-AKUMFQFclzj-cWc3_xKu-DsnkBeS32GWqmp-Wdu1vrb4RGnQEbeRrk-wQpoFVLqi_IZKqAi5J8l15n1ucQ7BUUbdkhfc9tRqyK8eJKZhGnwSs0X55WsAMB-31xqoqYx6kWUpkP8VpDPhw5NIGNELgggcI=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspf3OCUVpytiWRYQYUf-3uL-7XYFT_j01ESlK_QIn2xa4pad0oh45Gx2X5_70SETJmdyqxvRtxm86yu1C91DubD5I_cSgJMYBMbagbMkpkKZLUSdjQlhMOWF6nvwWJV4RpOAniGjyyWTShJHCXld3Nafckq7nhPKDB1I-k6lkj9p7wNejS9Fo0x6kkRKAjQ2MwEJtbD12gkQdQcXZfR3SRsUdzERVdC1ZwvEXktGuIU64kA36WzhNVd5PGhIdrue1SoyGUmKnoMG9PmdRWyFkBjr4aXgkny_EDVM3VchkGeqHLwgISZgWYRE57J4UHxCcBbuKX8UXyfec9YGAjUPgSmJz8I92vV55rK8S8OPh8fqIcpkqo05dTFhk1-RvFKYcp9vA9gHBTPcVrCc9bPFD3sxgoPnty-jt_oA004hKmxr-x7vHUnXx2_qgbQBy31W7DeBTaVLIrq7ikbXdaQJ1zfol7tFLxW0IyZpJH4X8GATUBNOdGqwplq2KS7-HEn7OwuibNuNK314pnc3PDCyqB8Tzd6gPc6bbfQLlH2UH1aAJAbtS_dOXvmCPvrBAygC34JQ0WzogZLD99GMyTL1ks3e5SibFMbukUKkI71PmCsqX91hXYXK3QNUYTXMzYURZndh0cwALGdrPswEy997ZdTN9QKTLCjuRh6G4EmD5J7zJ89xe0PDfo-3QCQP8QHhBTuqW44db4ElAcTtpivRUhT5qL9-SC-AKUMFQFclzj-cWc3_xKu-DsnkBeS32GWqmp-Wdu1vrb4RGnQEbeRrk-wQpoFVLqi_IZKqAi5J8l15n1ucQ7BUUbdkhfc9tRqyK8eJKZhGnwSs0X55WsAMB-31xqoqYx6kWUpkP8VpDPhw5NIGNELgggcI=&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==


knowledge,	some	without.	Click	here	for	details.

Take	a	Virtual	Tour	of	the	NC	Zoo!

The	North	Carolina	Zoo	has	launched	a
virtual	tour	of	their	faciliGes,	which	you
can	watch	here.	They	also	have	a	variety	of
"virtual	visit"	experiences,	from	addiGonal
tours	to	art	projects	to	at-home	science
acGviGes.	This	is	a	great	acGvity	as
everyone	stays	warm	from	the	winter
weather	this	weekend!

Business	Recovery	Grant	Program

The	North	Carolina	Department	of	Revenue	has	launched	the	Business	Recovery	Grant
Program,	which	will	provide	assistance	to	businesses	that	suffered	economic	losses	due
to	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	The	applica3on	period	closes	January	31,	2022.	Two	types	of
grants	are	available	to	an	eligible	business	that	suffered	an	economic	loss	of	at	least	20%
during	the	pandemic:

!"A	hospitality	grant	is	available	to	an	eligible	arts,	entertainment,	and	recreaGon
business,	as	well	as	eligible	accommodaGon	and	food	service	business	such	as	a
hotel,	restaurant,	and	bar	(NAICS	codes	71	and	72).

!"A	reimbursement	grant	is	available	to	an	eligible	business	not	classified	in	NAICS
Code	71	and	72	that	did	not	receive	funding	from	other	relief	programs	including
Paycheck	ProtecGon	Program,	COVID-19	Job	RetenGon	Grant,	and	EIDL	Advance.

You	can	read	more	about	the	applicaGon	and	apply	here.

50th	Annual	Youth	Legisla3ve	Assembly

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspf3OCUVpytiWb0jr5ifyctphcyltk2c-0vIsbBv0daQLls7eKokBKFujgAaFJXRGrH2iYamezP3O8BUuduDX1JiQNQ6btPlqIqJn8dC1G9IL1FfFkUpzNSZ3XMMqFK3RAmEE78DS5VqCUHqA0cEphg5JdRywjhFGbUat4yEFLya3c9c-3psMFQxaX2KYUJH1JKx98CMfEDOSgm52_zLx4qZnTHyOzYDvf_jCvHuQ_jkY7oVS6PEse9ksouNyQ7QDbYj2EM5XLXJe5wW563nrQcDhfq8hKBQCbdaUwboO3BM6Bt-UL63RKqp2G3Gn31XD8nhuFur8PgFouWVuI50qredOrHPzCs-ZfqB-7cCopdRsUBjEx-0jCVaowZ83Dfhhs3TCWLEmfaMVp30JshP3pd2PE7ISkHNx6vDLJKU6VR5OEG_krPSL9jPN1Ro8j3MN7w0DAxYjWhn1--cc95qvfuZDkl63Qju7zfPKAKZKJSDjrmWElMS-fb7_U0EUswBy28ZxpRd-lQ3TLtWri9vaGZ3kHUQykNk5HutEVhEHmY9V2Fql5x4W6hdXdm6uhvuEgLxmSNbEeRDFQHvkxvWcFpuHOIsQm_I2WAW9fwL0by_tOB7pHdQ6HMCOU0xT9VZ8XWkkKv_K8IbWDutQ_z8H0ePYDoVl4_rTMkwKnaBGcOAyE-ZcaG7pqLvFUasUFZ6VbF28urTR31-hcTX-7NjJNE8Qv3icP3dmCFIXpJRLgjeWIyzyX7VNLGXBoVdDvRiRUpV6bQL3y5SK0ZwF1PD6ILkrCx1hmTKcVjhnsFymgaQeKCuSAFb9ycDv5fC01VNiKr1oIF4s7n37GjvlGna9GNUEiM7jc_NOORmcYJWZwukhKu9SEBRFJzKKfTEx9H8QvJKjdock8-8whGK9V04tGbgmtnDBO4hJlfkEt3EI_wW3bpQiTD7r6oAEFOYNzta7jw==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_B7o9q2zELDNu7JOJfqmpw3eda5hJyXxeMDBpzHAxaq7QMfvN6gspf3OCUVpytiWb0jr5ifyctphcyltk2c-0vIsbBv0daQLls7eKokBKFujgAaFJXRGrH2iYamezP3O8BUuduDX1JiQNQ6btPlqIqJn8dC1G9IL1FfFkUpzNSZ3XMMqFK3RAmEE78DS5VqCUHqA0cEphg5JdRywjhFGbUat4yEFLya3c9c-3psMFQxaX2KYUJH1JKx98CMfEDOSgm52_zLx4qZnTHyOzYDvf_jCvHuQ_jkY7oVS6PEse9ksouNyQ7QDbYj2EM5XLXJe5wW563nrQcDhfq8hKBQCbdaUwboO3BM6Bt-UL63RKqp2G3Gn31XD8nhuFur8PgFouWVuI50qredOrHPzCs-ZfqB-7cCopdRsUBjEx-0jCVaowZ83Dfhhs3TCWLEmfaMVp30JshP3pd2PE7ISkHNx6vDLJKU6VR5OEG_krPSL9jPN1Ro8j3MN7w0DAxYjWhn1--cc95qvfuZDkl63Qju7zfPKAKZKJSDjrmWElMS-fb7_U0EUswBy28ZxpRd-lQ3TLtWri9vaGZ3kHUQykNk5HutEVhEHmY9V2Fql5x4W6hdXdm6uhvuEgLxmSNbEeRDFQHvkxvWcFpuHOIsQm_I2WAW9fwL0by_tOB7pHdQ6HMCOU0xT9VZ8XWkkKv_K8IbWDutQ_z8H0ePYDoVl4_rTMkwKnaBGcOAyE-ZcaG7pqLvFUasUFZ6VbF28urTR31-hcTX-7NjJNE8Qv3icP3dmCFIXpJRLgjeWIyzyX7VNLGXBoVdDvRiRUpV6bQL3y5SK0ZwF1PD6ILkrCx1hmTKcVjhnsFymgaQeKCuSAFb9ycDv5fC01VNiKr1oIF4s7n37GjvlGna9GNUEiM7jc_NOORmcYJWZwukhKu9SEBRFJzKKfTEx9H8QvJKjdock8-8whGK9V04tGbgmtnDBO4hJlfkEt3EI_wW3bpQiTD7r6oAEFOYNzta7jw==&c=GlGVIJzXFraTPVbPr7bwjp2ftFG6An7oEc3RXEqTgX6VFrfVl52RBQ==&ch=4Yh3hIC0O5DQYEw8ebZidjh6CHDIWhEY2H5v8C6JFkbVXBc4pzwXfQ==
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ApplicaGons	are	live	for	the	50th	Annual	Youth	LegislaGve	Assembly	(YLA).	The	YLA	offers
students	a	unique	opportunity	to	learn	first-hand	about	the	legisla3ve	process.	The
LegislaGve	Services	Office,	under	the	North	Carolina	General	Assembly,	is	now	accepGng
applicaGons	for	the	conference	to	be	held	April	8	–	10,	2022,	in	Raleigh.	Applica3ons	will
be	accepted	through	February	1,	2022.

The	YLA	teaches	high	school	students	about	the	laws	governing	North	Carolina’s	ciGzens
as	well	as	the	lawmaking	process.	Students	draU,	debate	and	vote	on	mock	legislaGve
bills	while	developing	skills	in	research,	interviewing,	group	facilitaGon	and	policy	wriGng.
As	the	bills	are	debated,	the	students	get	a	chance	to	pracGce	communicaGng	their	ideas,
opinions	and	experiences	in	a	team-building	environment.	At	the	conclusion	of	the	three-
day	program,	the	parGcipants	have	a	be2er	understanding	of	the	lawmaking	process	as
well	as	enhanced	wri2en	and	oral	communicaGon	skills.	The	YLA	program	is	open	to
students	in	North	Carolina	who	are	in	good	standing	at	a	public,	private,	charter	or	home
school.	For	more	informaGon	please	email	YLA	Coordinator,	Erica	Gallion,	at
erica.gallion@ncleg.gov	or	call	919-301-1372.

Apply	Here

If	this	newsle2er	was	forwarded	to	you	and	you	would	like	to	receive	future	ediGons,
please	subscribe	at	this	link	or	email	me	at	Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov	and	let	me	know

you	want	to	subscribe	to	the	biweekly	newsle2er.	

Contact	Our	Office
Phone:	(919)	715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov

Mailing	Address:
300	N.	Salisbury	Street,
Rm.	519
Raleigh,	NC	27603 How	can	we	help	you?	Let	us	know	and	reach

out	to	our	office!	We	want	to	hear	from	you.
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