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Noteworthy	Votes

Below	are	a	few	noteworthy	bills	I	voted	on	over	the	past	week.	You	can	find	a	full	list	of
bills	I	voted	on	here.

Yes	votes:
• HB814,	Neighborhood	Occupantless	Vehicle.	BiparDsan	bill	that	defines
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neighborhood	occupantless	vehicle	as	a	type	of	fully	autonomous	vehicle	used	to
transport	goods	without	a	human	occupant	and	authorizes	its	operaDon	on
highways	with	certain	restricDons	and	equipment	requirements.

No	votes:
• SB739, Senate	RedistricGng	Plan	2021/SBK-7.	An	act	to	realign	the	North	Carolina
State	Senate	districts	following	the	return	of	the	2020	Federal	Decennial	Census.
More	details	below.

• SB740, Congressional	RedistricGng	Plan	2021/CST-13.	An	act	to	realign	the	North
Carolina	Congressional	districts	following	the	return	of	the	2020	Federal	Decennial
Census.	More	details	below.

• HB976, House	RedistricGng	Plan	2021/HSA-9.	An	act	to	realign	the	North	Carolina
House	of	RepresentaDves	districts	following	the	return	of	the	2020	Federal
Decennial	Census.	More	details	below.

Congressional	and	NCGA	RedistricGng	Updates

Speaking	at	the	Senate	RedistricDng	and	ElecDons	Commi2ee	on	11/2/21
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This	map	shows	the	new	district	lines	in	Mecklenburg	County	and	members'	residences.

The	maps	passed	by	Republicans	this	week	in	the	North	Carolina	General	Assembly	are
bad.	Independent	analyses	confirm	that	they	will	give	Republicans	an	unearned	parDsan
advantage	in	the	US	Congress,	the	State	House,	and	the	State	Senate.	I	voted	NO	on	all
three.	

Congressional	Map	&	It’s	Impact	in	Mecklenburg	County

The	Congressional	map	gets	an	F	from	the	non-parGsan	Princeton	Gerrymandering
Project	for	giving	a	“significant	parDsan	advantage”	to	Republicans	and	creaDng	a	high
efficiency	gap	(21%	“wasted	votes”).	The	map	will	likely	result	in	the	elecDon	of	10	or	11
Republicans	and	only	3	or	4	Democrats	to	Congress.	I	believe	this	is	clear	parDsan
gerrymandering	given	that	NC	voters	are	pre2y	evenly	split	between	Republicans	and
Democrats	and	that	the	current	maps,	drawn	under	court	order,	are	much	closer	to	an
even	parDsan	split.	Gerrymandering	like	this	causes	many	voters	to	feel	like	their	votes
do	not	ma2er.	

The	Republican	map	splits	the	three	most	populated	counDes,	Mecklenburg,	Wake	and
Guilford,	into	three	parts	each.	This	dilutes	the	power	of	the	heavily	DemocraDc	votes	in
those	counDes	and	divides	communiDes	of	interest,	pu^ng	metropolitan	areas	into
districts	that	are	largely	rural	and	far	away.	One	egregious	example	is	that	the	towns	of
Davidson,	Cornelius,	Huntersville	and	Pineville,	plus	part	of	the	Steele	Creek	area	of
Charlo2e,	will	be	carved	out	of	Mecklenburg	County’s	Congressional	district	and	a2ached
to	the	outer	limit	of	a	new	Congressional	district	made	up	of	six	rural	counDes	to	the
west.	Also,	the	Southeastern	porDon	of	Mecklenburg	County	will	be	a2ached	to	a
“Sandhills	region	district”	stretching	east	of	Charlo2e	into	eight	rural	counDes.	
Democrats	offered	two	alternaDve	maps,	both	of	which	were	graded	A	by	the	non-
parDsan	Princeton	Gerrymandering	Project.	They	scored	be2er	than	the	Republican	map
on	all	the	adopted	criteria,	but	were	nevertheless	rejected.	

The	new	Congressional	map	passed	the	Senate	on	Tuesday	on	a	party-line	vote,	27	to
22.	This	map	will	have	a	significant	impact	on	Mecklenburg	County	residents’	and	North
Carolina’s	representaDon	in	Washington.	

State	Senate	Map

The	State	Senate	map	also	gets	an	F	from	the	non-parGsan	Princeton	Gerrymandering
Project	for	giving	a	“significant	parDsan	advantage”	to	Republicans.	We	believe	the	map
violates	the	VoDng	Rights	Act	and	includes	a	pa2ern	of	parDsan	gerrymandering	in
several	counDes,	including	Mecklenburg,	in	violaDon	of	the	NC	consDtuDonal	guarantee
of	free	elecDons.	Democrats	offered	several	amendments	that	would	have	cured	the
violaDons	and	followed	the	commi2ee’s	adopted	criteria	more	closely.	Yet,	in	almost
every	case,	Republicans	rejected	our	amendments.	

Republicans	even	unnecessarily	double-bunked	4	sets	of	incumbents	(1	in	Guilford,	1	in
Wake,	and	2	in	Mecklenburg)	in	their	original	map.	They	later	agreed	to	separate	those
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incumbents	into	separate	districts	in	all	but	one	case	--	mine.		

State	Senate	Map	in	Mecklenburg/Iredell	

In	Mecklenburg	County,	the	Republican	Senate	map	shihs	all	of	Davidson	(where	I	live)
and	part	of	Cornelius	(Precincts	242	&	208)	into	a	new	district	that	is	made	up	mostly	of
Iredell	County,	which	is	currently	represented	by	Sen.	Vickie	Sawyer	(R).	In	other	words,	I
am	double-bunked	with	a	Republican	incumbent	in	a	Republican	district.	This	outcome
dilutes	the	votes	and	representaDon	of	these	North	Mecklenburg	residents	by	shihing	us
to	another	county,	where	we	have	li2le	in	common	with	the	rest	of	the	district.	

The	Mecklenburg	DelegaDon	offered	an	alternaDve	map	that	would	have	kept	all	current
members	in	separate	districts.	Our	amendment	was	also	more	compact	and	split	zero
voDng	precincts.	Although	our	map	more	closely	followed	the	commi2ee’s	criteria,	it
was	rejected.	

The	Commi2ee	Chair	offered	to	undouble-bunk	me	if	the	enDre	Mecklenburg	delegaDon
agreed	to	introduce	and	vote	for	a	map	that	included	their	map’s	configuraDon	in
southeast	Mecklenburg.	They	offered	no	alternaDve	opDon	by	which	I	could	be
undouble-bunked.	Even	though	that	deal	was	the	only	way	to	save	my	place	in	the
Senate,	we	would	not	agree.		We	could	not	support	a	map	that	included	what	we
believe	to	be	clear	parGsan	gerrymandering.	

Thus,	I	remain	in	the	Iredell	district	(SD37),	along	with	the	Town	of	Davidson	and	a
porDon	of	Cornelius.	The	new	Senate	map	passed	on	Wednesday,	26	to	19.	

Colonial	Pipeline	Updates



NCDEQ	filed	a	lawsuit	in	Mecklenburg	County	Superior	Court	earlier	this	week	to	force
Colonial	Pipeline	to	meet	their	obligaGons	as	the	responsible	party	in	the	gasoline	spill.
As	DEQ	detailed	in	the	complaint,	Colonial	has	not	provided	DEQ	with	“essenDal
informaDon	required	for	appropriate	remediaDon	at	the	site.”	The	complaint	alleges	that
Colonial	has	not	provided	Dmely	and	accurate	esDmates	of	the	amount	of	gasoline
released	into	the	ground	in	Huntersville,	has	not	provided	informaDon	necessary	to
determine	whether	PFAS	was	present	and,	if	so,	why,	and	has	not	uDlized	appropriate
wells	to	avoid	the	spill	from	possibly	spreading.	The	complaint,	which	seeks	six	specific
acDons,	is	available	in	full	here.

I	support	DEQ’s	work	to	hold	Colonial	Pipeline	accountable	for	the	massive	gasoline
contaminaGon	caused	by	a	leak	in	their	pipe.	That	includes	using	all	possible	methods,
including	legal	acDon,	to	force	Colonial	to	comply	with	the	law	and	miDgate	and
remediate	fully	the	damage	to	the	environment	in	my	district.	You	can	read	more	about
the	lawsuit	here.

State	Budget	Updates

Unfortunately,	we	sDll	do	not	have	a	state
budget,	despite	being	more	than	four
months	into	the	fiscal	year.	Senate
President	Pro	Tem	Phil	Berger	recently	said
that	GOP	negoDators	remain	"very,	very
far	apart"	on	an	agreement	with
Governor	Cooper.	This,	unfortunately,
raises	that	prospect	that	Republican
leadership	will	try	to	pass	their	own
budget	without	the	Governor's	input.	As
always,	please	keep	an	eye	on	my	social
media	for	up	to	date	informaDon.	You	can
read	more	about	current	negoDaDons
here.	There	are	serious	consequences	for
public	school	funding	too.	See	secDon
below.

NC	Child	Survey	on	Medicaid	Expansion
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Projected	Job	Gains	under	Medicaid	Expansion,	2022

The	nonparGsan,	nonprofit	NC	Child	recently	released	a	survey	showing	widespread
support	for	Medicaid	expansion	in	North	Carolina	even	among	those	whose	party
affiliaDon	would	tradiDonally	oppose	it.	600	North	Carolina	Republican	voters	were
surveyed,	with	52%	saying	they	support	the	provision.	Importantly,	when	specific	points
about	Medicaid	expansion	were	discussed,	Republican	support	grew:

• Providing	coverage	to	more	than	30,000	uninsured	veterans,	including	a	quarter	of
those	who	served	in	Afghanistan	and	Iraq	–	75	percent	support,	13	percent
oppose.

• Helping	people	get	medicaGon	and	treatment	for	chronic	condiGons	like	diabetes,
cancer	and	other	life-threatening	diseases	–	72	percent	support,	15	percent
oppose.

• Increasing	early	detecDon	of	cancer,	heart	disease	and	other	life-threatening
illnesses	–	72	percent	support,	12	percent	oppose.

• Thirty-nine	states	have	already	expanded	Medicaid,	including	several	controlled	by
Republican	officials	–	62	percent	support,	24	percent	oppose.

• Applicants	who	aren’t	working	would	have	to	enroll	in	a	job-training	program	–	76
percent	support,	14	percent	oppose.

You	can	read	more	about	the	survey	results	here.	Please	take	a	moment	to	let	me	know
your	thoughts	about	closing	the	healthcare	coverage	gap	with	Medicaid	Expansion.	My
email	address	is	listed	at	the	bo2om	of	this	newsle2er.

Medicaid	Expansion	has	been	a	key	part	of	the	negoDaDons	about	the	state	budget	and	is
a	top	priority	for	my	caucus	and	for	Governor	Cooper.	Unfortunately,	recent	statements
by	NCGA	leaders	indicate	that	it	will	not	be	a	part	of	a	final	budget.	There	was	a	recent
Op-Ed	in	the	Charlo2e	Observer	about	this	issue,	which	you	can	read	here.

Schools	Face	PotenGal	Budget	Cuts
Due	to	Lower	Enrollment	During	Pandemic
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School	districts	statewide	have	not	returned	to	pre-pandemic	enrollment	levels,	which
puts	them	at	risk	of	losing	approximately	$132	million	in	state	funding	this	year.	The
state	faced	a	similar	situaDon	last	year,	but	the	General	Assembly	passed	a	"hold
harmless"	provision	to	ensure	funding	would	not	be	impacted	by	decreased	enrollment.
This	is	another	negaDve	impact	of	taking	so	long	to	pass	a	state	budget	--	a	"hold
harmless"	provision	could	be	added	in	the	budget	as	a	provision,	but	negoDaDons	are	at
a	stalemate	again.	You	can	read	more	about	the	issue	here.

NC	Teaching	Fellows	Program	AccepGng	ApplicaGons

The	2021-2022	applicaDon	for	the	North	Carolina	Teaching	Fellows	Program	is	now
available!	ApplicaDons	will	be	accepted	unDl	midnight	on	Monday,	January	10,	2022.	The
program	partners	with	the	following	insDtuDons:	Elon	University,	Faye2eville	State
University,	Meredith	College,	NC	A&T	State	University,	NC	State	University,	UNC	Chapel
Hill,	UNC	Charlo2e,	and	UNC	Pembroke	.
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Since	being	reauthorized	by	the	General	Assembly	in	2017,	the	NC	Teaching	Fellows
Program	has	been	a	primary	tool	for	recruiGng	the	best	and	brightest	in	North	Carolina
to	become	teachers.	Teaching	Fellows	is	a	compeGGve,	merit-based	forgivable	loans	for
service	program	that	provides	up	to	$4,125	a	semester	($8,250	a	year)	for	up	to	four
years	to	highly-qualified	students	commi2ed	to	teaching	special	educaDon	or	a	STEM
(Science,	Technology,	Engineering	or	MathemaDcs)	subject	in	a	North	Carolina	public
school.	The	program	is	open	to	the	following	categories	of	applicants:

• A	North	Carolina	high	school	senior
• A	student	applying	to	transfer	to	an	educator	preparaDon	program	at	one
of	the	eight	Teaching	Fellows	partner	insDtuDons

• A	student	already	enrolled	at	one	of	the	eight	Teaching	Fellows	partner
insDtuDons	who	transiDons	into	an	educator	preparaDon	program

• An	individual	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	pursuing	preparaDon	for	teacher
licensure	at	one	of	the	eight	Teaching	Fellows	partner	insDtuDons

AddiDonal	informaDon,	including	a	detailed	FAQ	for	prospecDve	applicants,	can	be	found
here.

State	Legislators	Urge
President	Biden	to	Commit	to	DecarbonizaGon	by	2050

I	am	proud	to	have	joined	537	legislators
from	47	states	and	territories	to	urge
President	Biden	to	commit	to
decarbonizaGon	by	2050	at	COP26,	the
UN	Climate	Change	Conference.	Many
states	are	already	decarbonizing.	We	hope
the	federal	government	can	follow.	You	can
read	the	full	press	release	from	the
NaDonal	Caucus	of	Environmental
Legislators	here.

If	this	newsle2er	was	forwarded	to	you	and	you	would	like	to	receive	future	ediDons,
please	subscribe	at	this	link	or	email	me	at	Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov	and	let	me	know

you	want	to	subscribe	to	the	biweekly	newsle2er.	

Contact	Our	Office
Phone:	(919)	715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov
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