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Natasha
MARCUS

NC Senate District 41

NC Senate District 41 Newsletter

August 6, 2021

Updates from Senate
Redistricting and Elections Committee

The first meeting about the redistricting process for new Congressional and State
Legislative districts happened yesterday. The Joint Redistricting Committee came
together to discuss the timeline, access to census data, opportunities for public
comment, and the criteria for drawing new maps.

You are invited to come to Raleigh to provide public comment to the Joint Committee on
Tuesday, August 10 at 8:30am. This will be the first opportunity for the public to provide
in-person comments to the 2021 committee. The hearing will be in the Legislative Office
Building, 300 North Salisbury Street, Raleigh NC, Room 544 (room number subject to
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change). Additional public forums will be scheduled in the Fall, hopefully in multiple
locations throughout the State, to be decided by the committee over the next few weeks.
There is also an online portal by which the public can submit comments about the
redistricting process.

As a member of the Redistricting Committee, | pledge to push for as transparent and
fair process as we can get. We will be calling for clear criteria by which districts can be
drawn and tested to make sure partisanship doesn’t result in maps that vary widely from
what a nonpartisan panel would draw. We will need the input of the public to make a
clear public record that voters want a fair process and fair maps.

For folks who are trained in map drawing, you may want to take advantage of the public
access that will be available to the public to use the software at the NCGA. More
information is available about that here.

Portal for Public Comments to the NCGA about Redistricting

Noteworthy Votes

Our legislative work has slowed down as we await the House's version of the budget. We
did take a few votes over the past two weeks, including:

e HB96, Allow Pharmacists to Administer Injectable Drugs (passed unanimously).
Expands the number of vaccines and medications that immunizing pharmacists are
allowed to administer including COVID-19 vaccines, FDA approved vaccines,
nicotine replacement therapy, oral contraceptives, prenatal vitamins, and HIV post-
exposure prophlaxis, and requires parental consent for administration of vaccines
under an emergency use authorization to a minor (i.e. vaccines that are not fully
FDA approved).

e HB461, State Auditor Clarifying Amendments (passed unanimously). Makes
technical changes to the State Auditor statutes.

Budget Update Highlight: Education Policy
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The House appropriations committees met this week to begin presenting their
amendments to the state budget. There will be a full House vote on the budget
sometime next week.

| want to highlight potential changes to education policy that are in the current House
budget proposal. There are many, some good and some | oppose. They include:

Rising high school seniors who don’t meet the readiness requirements of the
state’s Career and College Ready program would be required to take remediation
courses in math, reading and English.

Until June 2022, students would could get an eligibility certificate for a driving
permit regardless of their grades.

New social studies standards would be suspended for at least two years, and a
politically appointed commission under the Superintendent of Public Instruction
would be created to oversee curriculum standards. | am paying close attention to
this section due to ongoing debates about so-called Critical Race Theory and my
support for education that includes a full history.

Schools would have to make all instructional materials and lesson plans available
online for public review. Each school board would have to set up a local
community media advisory committee to consider challenges to the
appropriateness of instructional materials.

School districts that aren't teaching cursive handwriting and multiplication tables
would face financial penalties impacting the superintendent's salary.

The state’s two struggling virtual charter schools would be allowed 20% expanded
enrollment and permitted to operate for at least four more years. This is despite
their consistent inability to meet student achievement goals.

Every district would be required to set up at least one threat assessment team
under the guidance of the state’s Center for Safer Schools to assess threatening
behavior by students.

Teachers would no longer be required to pay $50 to help pay for a substitute
teacher if they want to schedule a personal day.

Competitive robotics programs would become a recognized interscholastic athletic
activity regulated by the State Board of Education.

You can read more about proposed education policy changes here.

Women's (In)equality Day: Celebrating the Right to Vote
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Thursday, August 26, 10 am—Noon
NC General Assembly Building

16 W. Jones St., Raleigh

Speakers include ERA ratification bill sponsors:
Reps. Julie von Haefen and Susan Fisher
Sens. Natalie Murdock and Natasha Marcus

Former N.C. Chief Justice Cheri Beasley
Mandy Carter, co-founder, National Black Justice Coalition

See full list of speakers at www.era-nc.org

Presented by ERA-NC Alliance with partner organizations:

|/ LEAGUE oFf WOMEN VOTERS
OF NORTH CAROLINA

Rl
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www.era-nc.org

| am proud to be a primary sponsor of the ERA ratification bill because | believe that the
US Constitution should enshrine equality of rights under the law for all. The ERA was
introduced into Congress in 1923, and nearly a hundred years later we are still waiting for
the protections it will give to women across the country. Please join the ERA-NC Alliance
and me on August 25th as we speak about the importance of finally ratifying the Equal
Rights Amendment in NC. For more information on the ERA and its importance for
stopping discrimination in the United States, please see this FAQ.

COVID-19 Updates

COVID-19

NC UPDATE

NC.gov/COVID19
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Due to the Delta variant, COVID-19 cases are on the rise again across the state. The best
protection against COVID-19 is to get vaccinated. Don’t wait. For more information about
the vaccines and to find a vaccine location near you, visit myspot.nc.gov (English)

or vacunate.nc.gov (Spanish)

Additionally, as part of its effort to help more North Carolinians protect themselves
against COVID-19 and the highly contagious Delta variant, North Carolina is now offering
$100 Summer Cards at some vaccine sites across the state to offset the time and
transportation costs of getting vaccinated. Through August 31st the $100 Summer Cards
are available to anyone 18 and older who gets their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine at a
participating site—while supplies last.

In addition to providing a $100 Summer Card to those who get their first dose of vaccine,
North Carolina continues to offer $25 Summer Cards to those who drive others to their
vaccination appointment. They receive a $25 card each time they drive someone to a
first dose appointment at the completion of the vaccination.

Those interested in the $100 Summer Card for first-time vaccinations and $25 Summer
Card for drivers should call 888-675-4567 or find a participating location here.

Joint Legislative Women's Caucus
Breakfast with the Governor

Governor Cooper with the women of the Mecklenburg Delegation

50f9 8/9/21,5:46 PM


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gc79MEB8cOoKCy2fWlqwRYnjCeoIGvljl_saayPqjyeFrXuL8HKx4g8ij4STSN-JFEXA7yvK4VJl-Zfi9-B0cS3Pmc0c5CSnI2fhDaUBOaUUE69hPlLEP6PO6co6NR58hfTVtTg2rWltSdbzhd8YFr7hY1BoXmNT5p9U6CAasLQvDrN9yUwnelfVtdmnhIqzyA3dflkl-xAE1KNGHC9-yDQQpDxl9MUpwlmIE6oUhD8IHzftP0Z2TMcEWJgcJTkUauZ0zfVexjFN0Riugr4jtXQGM4H_uUNw0yFjY9YV0_IMkqdlNtAvYVnfaYNfrfQVge7Hby6Z3Eadi3qr9GErDqycNGVxjGi1PoywmnRb_P0qcV1GNzgzz1PUvzga-rHYhSKdqv6Vv-Ie5Wcgqq_qmQCgPnBF_VKZq1FVvst1PgWeWXP3vr8ADOyDqBFN4oBsAZf3i63xUkLi35cYB9aYH4m5q6z9HeVr_2GqxyVjovQHi7OkdP_Fhxw76aGPeQdc2zzsjx4tkjtSRkY7x3qSXuXxiXWLiis0Ol-nxddsUJ91GGFBaz7OIKAZv3oWvKKlHDeGtskMuVHPGArLJkf_rxJAJa3Cj1BN0A_XUEcQ3mHbEXSJ7MPdDh6mFtZSAXnKwzfV7k6y3iiRW12sl2TvG-ONhkLLg_LveiPCf5J4YNccc_cYfLDAVNrEJecGnoCjYcQ0IaBC-qoFqO3vVdzv1_zs4WkHEtWr8H5vt71eiV0fBpj_oGqhzELa9HcufcIWbmrLCy47WZ8hccdo9xlqxnmQb5FgYpIgQijmfZW0vITqIiIySGfl9dDnkx9lfmi8oH9eju5m77WrcK7D2wik0jzsfOtcZfesZFC6oRItCuhgsm_FUo_16NjigXZDglT0lI760mZfMzpBlDeNuUkLJZ6SChcWyN0BIPt3zEXSJkoNs1E8NpI4tafd5bjrQGdbk_f3RCCZ5iLzWAzwVeEbJ4tH_jfvdY51cKyb4DhC28KJYeq0Nn0_22Ggpqm_93xY&c=FKaKtEbfQ3LZY-0Ve3yi3LmeonNC3V0nJkZLNl_lrIjEHN9SKqYDPA==&ch=d0L_rXeDblghUUuY1_o4xIyzWD-3qzF344PLQwXyy1A73N4Shuc_JQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gc79MEB8cOoKCy2fWlqwRYnjCeoIGvljl_saayPqjyeFrXuL8HKx4g8ij4STSN-JFEXA7yvK4VJl-Zfi9-B0cS3Pmc0c5CSnI2fhDaUBOaUUE69hPlLEP6PO6co6NR58hfTVtTg2rWltSdbzhd8YFr7hY1BoXmNT5p9U6CAasLQvDrN9yUwnelfVtdmnhIqzyA3dflkl-xAE1KNGHC9-yDQQpDxl9MUpwlmIE6oUhD8IHzftP0Z2TMcEWJgcJTkUauZ0zfVexjFN0Riugr4jtXQGM4H_uUNw0yFjY9YV0_IMkqdlNtAvYVnfaYNfrfQVge7Hby6Z3Eadi3qr9GErDqycNGVxjGi1PoywmnRb_P0qcV1GNzgzz1PUvzga-rHYhSKdqv6Vv-Ie5Wcgqq_qmQCgPnBF_VKZq1FVvst1PgWeWXP3vr8ADOyDqBFN4oBsAZf3i63xUkLi35cYB9aYH4m5q6z9HeVr_2GqxyVjovQHi7OkdP_Fhxw76aGPeQdc2zzsjx4tkjtSRkY7x3qSXuXxiXWLiis0Ol-nxddsUJ91GGFBaz7OIKAZv3oWvKKlHDeGtskMuVHPGArLJkf_rxJAJa3Cj1BN0A_XUEcQ3mHbEXSJ7MPdDh6mFtZSAXnKwzfV7k6y3iiRW12sl2TvG-ONhkLLg_LveiPCf5J4YNccc_cYfLDAVNrEJecGnoCjYcQ0IaBC-qoFqO3vVdzv1_zs4WkHEtWr8H5vt71eiV0fBpj_oGqhzELa9HcufcIWbmrLCy47WZ8hccdo9xlqxnmQb5FgYpIgQijmfZW0vITqIiIySGfl9dDnkx9lfmi8oH9eju5m77WrcK7D2wik0jzsfOtcZfesZFC6oRItCuhgsm_FUo_16NjigXZDglT0lI760mZfMzpBlDeNuUkLJZ6SChcWyN0BIPt3zEXSJkoNs1E8NpI4tafd5bjrQGdbk_f3RCCZ5iLzWAzwVeEbJ4tH_jfvdY51cKyb4DhC28KJYeq0Nn0_22Ggpqm_93xY&c=FKaKtEbfQ3LZY-0Ve3yi3LmeonNC3V0nJkZLNl_lrIjEHN9SKqYDPA==&ch=d0L_rXeDblghUUuY1_o4xIyzWD-3qzF344PLQwXyy1A73N4Shuc_JQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gc79MEB8cOoKCy2fWlqwRYnjCeoIGvljl_saayPqjyeFrXuL8HKx4g8ij4STSN-JMu_k9nSQkfA8swnNkD8LF2PeMZsAg0xD4uNfG3xvmw9bXuRrWZDY0JYjd37JKiGn7m1aYUy_9UtiUXbD3jjpnoVv85eHhgsnXLy5PbPrTpV8emNwdwQETpkw8cPixyV61DMDGASugbKex3k1WWeUqUqXr7FV3Lmt2P9JGa1IcMDh6rwbYkCMH7PEO8_x3yNJlldZwEeF2m1fle4y6zZwVsGbQt_lpdnfmTUEGetG16YOQkb5DGwMjuJPD92J6cn8_DRktQKVnhhNwHi_eqh6kqYdhb7MH5_-To927gHUXgz5KbEiK8Tnql1VJw1ZYgwRJyyyrC2yUW_mkjZMTGjohoIbbXphUTwNiyVgGGSWZTO8I8by_pUBeG7MdiopaLMQXCv98RAhovt2DAq-mRfr1B-NH-yMRf8qBeZ2lM8YVscOlUbLFz7tMmAxUHYtSyKr8wDCooZ6cAMLrt0sZs_dN0OWFR4IGA45KaEKe-_DruTSMyXNh4nwsRgPvBVpoQtXxtANY3jxcKXhzJhIoPPutmUIK4yQWy5QOqWQZyfnCRmQM1S020eZZ-Hr7__L3kYQR_e6DEPwjDm5_wFhp49cFiDPpFRxc-sPXLiLnicVXaKBjMoOkFRGN0zShL09TN65OcOZU-b7H4G0BovJGk30h3n36xBEtxy9VLC3eWjyaDeo4IqP1GyZVfv4iLS_Nyt1ZbaNXR30XNuy9pw2b9sqVzQ_jZQ0BOGRWcSPtJPnfLHe3VjyYCxYFYPRyws46phxyV0emFLymweS5D_GX-Tx_Z_0slbYHx0CXqkAjeezcVOWu_rtBp_vLgeAhAEY5LoKhzhtMtm8mHnNdrNrsgKfYGXXGel4pY8u75fo3SnOJs6Xx2aXabxzWlDpnM0ueFsIZHULeQ7RgPelqmBk97p5SRzLztKMYFDCm8Ih_Drf4uhZPBQ1c1_luACojJOtfB_f&c=FKaKtEbfQ3LZY-0Ve3yi3LmeonNC3V0nJkZLNl_lrIjEHN9SKqYDPA==&ch=d0L_rXeDblghUUuY1_o4xIyzWD-3qzF344PLQwXyy1A73N4Shuc_JQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gc79MEB8cOoKCy2fWlqwRYnjCeoIGvljl_saayPqjyeFrXuL8HKx4g8ij4STSN-JMu_k9nSQkfA8swnNkD8LF2PeMZsAg0xD4uNfG3xvmw9bXuRrWZDY0JYjd37JKiGn7m1aYUy_9UtiUXbD3jjpnoVv85eHhgsnXLy5PbPrTpV8emNwdwQETpkw8cPixyV61DMDGASugbKex3k1WWeUqUqXr7FV3Lmt2P9JGa1IcMDh6rwbYkCMH7PEO8_x3yNJlldZwEeF2m1fle4y6zZwVsGbQt_lpdnfmTUEGetG16YOQkb5DGwMjuJPD92J6cn8_DRktQKVnhhNwHi_eqh6kqYdhb7MH5_-To927gHUXgz5KbEiK8Tnql1VJw1ZYgwRJyyyrC2yUW_mkjZMTGjohoIbbXphUTwNiyVgGGSWZTO8I8by_pUBeG7MdiopaLMQXCv98RAhovt2DAq-mRfr1B-NH-yMRf8qBeZ2lM8YVscOlUbLFz7tMmAxUHYtSyKr8wDCooZ6cAMLrt0sZs_dN0OWFR4IGA45KaEKe-_DruTSMyXNh4nwsRgPvBVpoQtXxtANY3jxcKXhzJhIoPPutmUIK4yQWy5QOqWQZyfnCRmQM1S020eZZ-Hr7__L3kYQR_e6DEPwjDm5_wFhp49cFiDPpFRxc-sPXLiLnicVXaKBjMoOkFRGN0zShL09TN65OcOZU-b7H4G0BovJGk30h3n36xBEtxy9VLC3eWjyaDeo4IqP1GyZVfv4iLS_Nyt1ZbaNXR30XNuy9pw2b9sqVzQ_jZQ0BOGRWcSPtJPnfLHe3VjyYCxYFYPRyws46phxyV0emFLymweS5D_GX-Tx_Z_0slbYHx0CXqkAjeezcVOWu_rtBp_vLgeAhAEY5LoKhzhtMtm8mHnNdrNrsgKfYGXXGel4pY8u75fo3SnOJs6Xx2aXabxzWlDpnM0ueFsIZHULeQ7RgPelqmBk97p5SRzLztKMYFDCm8Ih_Drf4uhZPBQ1c1_luACojJOtfB_f&c=FKaKtEbfQ3LZY-0Ve3yi3LmeonNC3V0nJkZLNl_lrIjEHN9SKqYDPA==&ch=d0L_rXeDblghUUuY1_o4xIyzWD-3qzF344PLQwXyy1A73N4Shuc_JQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gc79MEB8cOoKCy2fWlqwRYnjCeoIGvljl_saayPqjyeFrXuL8HKx4g8ij4STSN-JuzawsIhWsqdKS8qO6Iosk4dsaYl4AILkH5NvacmcvxoEQQOyPwOc4adL9QnHRLjmgdpSaS0midwX3oKUo3ZEFY0cAiv5geRCYYWWqGA9eE44kukItarBilb8jATh2KPKrhq8lYK2DmNyMK3ksc2xibZG_-9Um4wTQ6vI0GauFDlvcdGDgVf3DcH6q3QdVZvhvhpDtGpFq8jtTO4AxYj1kWv-tIhaG8IzW3-Rl7BvvNA=&c=FKaKtEbfQ3LZY-0Ve3yi3LmeonNC3V0nJkZLNl_lrIjEHN9SKqYDPA==&ch=d0L_rXeDblghUUuY1_o4xIyzWD-3qzF344PLQwXyy1A73N4Shuc_JQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gc79MEB8cOoKCy2fWlqwRYnjCeoIGvljl_saayPqjyeFrXuL8HKx4g8ij4STSN-JuzawsIhWsqdKS8qO6Iosk4dsaYl4AILkH5NvacmcvxoEQQOyPwOc4adL9QnHRLjmgdpSaS0midwX3oKUo3ZEFY0cAiv5geRCYYWWqGA9eE44kukItarBilb8jATh2KPKrhq8lYK2DmNyMK3ksc2xibZG_-9Um4wTQ6vI0GauFDlvcdGDgVf3DcH6q3QdVZvhvhpDtGpFq8jtTO4AxYj1kWv-tIhaG8IzW3-Rl7BvvNA=&c=FKaKtEbfQ3LZY-0Ve3yi3LmeonNC3V0nJkZLNl_lrIjEHN9SKqYDPA==&ch=d0L_rXeDblghUUuY1_o4xIyzWD-3qzF344PLQwXyy1A73N4Shuc_JQ==

Roundcube Webmail ::

6 of 9

#ESPAM*** Latest Updates from the NCGA https://nginx-alpha.securedserverspace.com:2096/cpsess7275386230/3rd...

It was an honor to visit the Executive Mansion at the invitation of Governor Cooper, along
with the bipartisan members of the Joint Legislative Women’s Caucus this week. He
provided breakfast and talked with our group about the importance of having women in
positions of power, vaccines, and broadband expansion. He also discussed the newest
S1 million dollar vaccine lottery winner and emphasized the help available for rent and
utilities through the HOPE program. If you are a Mecklenburg County resident who needs
help paying rent or utilities, contact RAMP CLT at this link.

Public School Forum Hosts Webinar on H324
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Today | attended an online forum hosted by the Public School Forum entitled "Digging
Deeper: A Conversation on the Impact of HB 324 on Students, Educators and
Classrooms."

The 90 minute forum allowed legislators to hear directly from educators and students
about this important topic. The students spoke about the importance of culturally
relevant curriculum to their education and how classes that allowed them to think
critically about major events in our nation's history were compelling and encouraged
them to want to be active citizens and to learn more. They also shared how, as students
of color, they have been made to feel uncomfortable and devalued for many years,
making the bill's desire to protect white students from any discomfort by using
euphamisms and avoiding difficult truths seem especially problematic. We also heard
from educators who worry that a bill like H324 will have a quelling effect on teachers'
ability to teach a full and honest curriculum and to engage their students, many of
whom are members of historically oppressed groups. The educators also expressed
frustration that instead of being trusted to teach, a profession for which they are expertly
trained, legislators who have no education credentials are attempting to control their
classrooms through bills like H324.

The forum was recorded and will be available for viewing soon. You can learn more about
the Public School Forum and their various resources here.
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Emergency Broadband Benefits:
Qualified Individuals Save $50/Month on Internet Access

The Emergency Broadband Benefit program will provide a discount of up to S50 per

month towards broadband service for eligible households. Eligible households can also
receive a one-time discount of up to $100 to purchase a laptop, desktop computer, or
tablet from participating providers if they contribute more than $10 and less than $50
toward the purchase price. This program was created to assist families struggling with
internet access during the COVID-19 pandemic. More information can be found in the

graphic below or at this link.

DO YOU WANT TO
SAVE $50/ MONTH ON
INTERNET ACCESS?

Apply for the Emergency Broadband Benefit
(EBB) Program

SPECIAL O
OFFER N

BRiiatic wsricion
Step 1: Do you participate in the Lifeline program?
What is Lifeline?: A program made by the FCC to help
make phone and internet services more affordable
| Participate In Lifeline I Do Not Participate In Lifeline

Give your existing
internet provider
your consent and you
will recieve discount

?

How do you give
consent?

Contact existing
provider and opt in
to receive discount

Not sure if your provider
participates in the
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Check with current
internet provider and
see if they are
participating in EBB
program

You must apply for
the discount by...

Apply online at
https://bit.ly/3zrwQje

OR

Apply by mail at
https://bit.ly/3vsOFNwW

g

Mail application to:
Emergency Broadband
Support Center
P.O. Box 7081
London, KY 40742

OR
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program? Go to Find participatin
https://drive.google.com prgviderspat =
file/d/1IKXEh8Mpeh7- https://drive.google.com/fil
IIWKAZGC_tQ2WVNyPksp _pe [dIKX E?\S_N?peh7-
[DJANTENGVH-ESAELCRSI |\ WKAZG_tQ2WVNyPksplD/
find out view?usp=sharing and
O apply directly with them

/ Ny

For more information and help visit getemergencybroadband.org or contact the Emergency
Broadband Support Center at (833) 511-0311

Rental Assistance for Mecklenburg County

If you’re a renter having trouble paying your rent, utilities, or other housing costs — or if
you're a landlord trying to stay afloat with tenants in this situation — help may be
available. State and local programs are distributing billions of dollars in rental assistance
to help renters stay housed during the pandemic.

Visit the CFPB’s (Consumer Financial Protection Bureau) Rental Assistance Finder to find
out what this means for you and what you can do. The CFPB’s site also includes
resources to help renters and landlords understand other resources to help navigate
various financial hardships related to the pandemic. Mecklenburg County specific
resources can be found here.

Thank You for Registering to Vote!

If you are a newly registered voter in
Senate District 41, you will be getting a
welcome letter from me soon. This week
my Legislative Assistant, Jessica, prepared
over 2,200 letters to new voters. That’s a
lot of new voters this year! Yeah
Democracy!
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If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to receive future editions,
please subscribe at this link or email me at Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov and let me know
you want to subscribe to the biweekly newsletter.

Contact Our Office
Phone: (919) 715-3050

Email:
Natasha.Marcus@ncleg.gov
Jessica.Bolin@ncleg.gov

Mailing Address:

300 N. Salisbury Street,
Rm. 519

Raleigh, NC 27603

How can we help you? Let us know and reach
out to our office! We want to hear from you.
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