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The reason firm , the temperate will 
Endurance , foresight , strength and skill , 
A perfect woman nobly planned 
To warm, comfort and command. 

-- Wordsworth 

MRS. ELIZABETH SCHMOKE RANDOLPH , born in Pitt County to the late John Hagan Schmoke and · e 
Pearl Johnson Schmoke, and reared in Raleigh , North Carolina , once stated that she never wanted ·o ' ,, 
but a teacher. She said, "My mother was a teacher, and I was her oldest child . She told me she wan .e ' _ ·~ 
teacher too ." 

Elizabeth , affectionately called "Libby," received a bachelor 's degree with honors from Shaw 
leigh , North Carolina , a master 's degree from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, and in 1958 ··as o . . e o= · ;J 

. first blacks to enter the School of Education at UNC Chapel Hill , where she received the Advanced Ce · · - ~· ­
School Administration. 

From the beginning of her teaching career, Libby exemplified the highest professional integri and e greaJes: 
concern for the motivation of children. She had the ability to inspire students and win the support of ad ·s. S 
skills coupled with a vivacious personality identified this young woman as extraordinary. She taught in the p ..:c 
schools in Rutherford County , Wake Forest and Burlington before coming to Charlotte . 

In 1944, Dr. Garinger hired Elizabeth Schmoke to teach English at West Charlotte Senior High Schoof. 5 , e vas 
such a favorite with students that in 1958, when University Park Elementary School was built , parents in e area 
asked that Mrs . Randolph (the former Miss Schmoke) be named its principal. 

Nine years later, she was brought to the Education Center to oversee programs financed under e Fe era: 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act. She planned and helped implement the local kindergarten program. 

Libby moved through the ranks as principal , director of Title I program, administrative assistan or s oo 
operations , and zone assistant superintendent to Associate Superintendent. In 1976-1977, she served as a me r 
of a four-person interim management team that operated the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools . 

In 1978, Libby was installed as president of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Developmen (ASCD), 
a national organization of over 30 ,000 members , interested in the teaching and learning process fo r the irnpro e­
ment of education. Her praiseworthy leadership brought honor to the school system, the city, the state e 
nation. She was the first black woman to hold this office. 

Elizabeth Randolph achieved eminence as a Woman Educator. Her generous giving of time and e e o se, ·e 
youth and adults is perhaps, the dominant factor which enabled her to advance step-by-step in her career o · s 

In Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority , she served with wholehearted ~devotion on all levels of the orga ·:za · o . 
dynamic chapter President of Alpha Lambda Omega , Mid-Atlantic Regional Director, Chairperson of the air ·s 
and Constitution Committees, and Supreme Parliamentarian. She received the distinguished Founders Gra ate 
Service Award for her dedication and service. 

During the forty-six years of Libby 's professional career, she was active in the civic, religious and social life of 
Charlotte. Her affiliations included First Baptist Church West (member, Board of Christian Education and chairper­
son of church library} , YWCA (Board of Directors), Charlotte-Mecklenburg Community Relations Committee , United 
Community Services (Board of Directors) , Charlotte-Mecklenburg Hospital Authority, The Charlotte Chapter of 
Links Incorporated, Les Savantes Social Club, and The Monday Nighters Bridge Club. 

Following her retirement in 1982 , Libby was just as busy as she was while she was employed. Often she remarked 
that her life revolved around her date book in which she kept listings of meetings for various organizations. She was 
the first woman chairperson of the Board of Trustees at North Carolina A&T University, a Trustee and Board 
Member at Shaw University, Queen's College , Davidson College , the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg 
County, and The Friends of Johnson C. Smith (Co-Chair) . 

Among the numerous honors and awards received by Libby were the Doctor of Humane Letters from Shaw 
University, the Whitney M. Young Award by the Charlotte Urban League , the WBT Woman of the Year Award , the 
Southern Area of Links Incorporated Award , Honorary Doctorate from UNC Charlotte , and the Margaret B. Moss 
Award from Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. 

The honors mentioned here only partially reveal the scope of service that Libby rendered to individuals in day-to­
day contacts through the years. Her acts of kindness and good will influenced many persons whose lives she 
touched. "To whom much hath been given , much is required ." Elizabeth Schmoke Randolph exceeded her require­
ments in service. 

Mrs. Randolph , the widow of John Randolph, was also predeceased by her siblings: Harold , Alice, Julian and. 
Hermia. Surviving are her brother, Murray A. Schmoke (Verdeen) of Baltimore, Maryland, and many nieces and 
nephews. A host of friends will hold precious memories of Libby. 
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