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GGiivviinngg  SSaarraahh  MMiinnggoo  SStteevveennssoonn  hheerr  flfloowweerrss::
CCoouunnttyy  ccoommmmiissssiioonneerrss  pprreesseenntt  tthhee
ttrraaiillbbllaazzeerr  wwiitthh  aa  pprrooccllaammaattiioonn

Mecklenburg County officials honor the Tuesday Morning Breakfast
Forum co-founder and civil rights activist with "Ms. Sarah Mingo
Stevenson Day."
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A day before Congresswoman Alma Adams honored Sarah Mingo

Stevenson with a speech from the House floor, Mecklenburg County leaders

officially recognized the pioneer and civil rights activist for her community

impact.

During the Sept. 15 Board of County Commissioners meeting, Chairman

George Dunlap presented a proclamation declaring the day as “Ms. Sarah

Mingo Stevenson Day” for her 50-plus years of service to the Charlotte-

Mecklenburg community. The group unanimously approved the resolution,

with many recalling their connections with Stevenson.

She holds the title of several firsts in Charlotte-Mecklenburg’s history. In

1970, Stevenson became the first Black president of the district’s integrated

PTA and was a leader in the push to desegregate Charlotte schools. A

decade later, she was elected to the local school board, the first Black

woman to serve in the role. She also co-founded the Tuesday Morning

Breakfast forum in 1980 as a place for Black residents to voice concerns and

learn about political and social matters. It became an important stop for

anyone wanting to connect with Charlotte’s growing Black community.

“This is a Black woman who struggled years ago during the civil rights
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Sarah Mingo Stevenson. Photo: John D. Simmons | The Charlotte Observer

In addition to the praise, Leake said it saddened her that Stevenson — now

almost 95 years old — hadn’t been honored sooner.

QCity Metro thanks its sponsors. BBeeccoommee  OOnnee..

“It’s a long history with that young lady, and I’m sorry that no one

recognized her with the service that she has rendered to this community,”

said Leake, who confirmed with the county clerk that Stevenson hadn’t

previously been honored with a proclamation. [NNoottee:: In 2017, Gov. Roy

Cooper presented her with a proclamation on behalf of the state.]
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THIS STORY IS TAGGED: Board of County Commissioners, tuesday morning breakfast

“I know she is smiling and probably shedding a few tears,” Erwin said.

Tommie Robinson, Stevenson’s friend of nearly 50 years and fellow

community activist, said she is one of the strongest women he knows and

deserving of the proclamation. 

“She never assumed to be a leader, but she was there for the people. It was

never about the limelight for her,” the 73-year-old award-winning artist told

QCity Metro following the meeting. “I learned from her that if you want to

bring about change, you had to work and speak up for it.”

Share your thoughts about this article: CClliicckk  hheerree
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JJaanneeyy  TTaattee
Janey Tate is QCity Metro’s multimedia reporter covering west Charlotte, culture and
small business. The Miami native loves Erykah Badu, "Martin" and all things from the
Black ‘90s and early 2000s era. Send her news tips via jtate@qcitymetro.com. Follow
her on Instagram (@janeytate704) and Twitter (@janey_tate).

AAllssoo  RReeaadd

DDOONNAATTEE  LLIIFFEE  NNCC

AAuugguusstt  iiss  NNaattiioonnaall  MMiinnoorriittyy  DDoonnoorr  AAwwaarreenneessss  MMoonntthh..  HHaavvee  yyoouu
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  oorrggaann  ddoonnaattiioonn??

Courtney Waring, a first-grade teacher in Rock Hill Schools, said a heart transplant two
and a half years ago saved her life.
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AAss  ccoouunnttyy  bbuuddggeett  ttaakkeess  sshhaappee,,  ssoommee  ccoommmmiissssiioonneerrss  wwaanntt  mmoorree  mmoonneeyy  ddiirreecctteedd  ttoo
aaddddrreessss  ddiissppaarriittiieess

Glenn Burkins

May 27, 2020
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OOMMBB  DDiirreeccttoorr  MMiicchhaaeell  

West Side Connect

Your contact info
We'll be in touch if we look into your question.

Name

Email address

AUG. 16, 2020

JUL. 13, 2020

JUN. 28, 2020

Read More

ccrreeaattiinngg  aa  nneeww  rreettaaiill  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt
GGLLEENNNN  BBUURRKKIINNSS

WWeeeekkeenndd  vviioolleennccee::  44  kkiilllleedd  iinn  sseeppaarraattee  sshhoooottiinnggss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  1166--
yyeeaarr--oolldd  bbooyy
GGLLEENNNN  BBUURRKKIINNSS

‘‘BBeeaauuttyy  ffoorr  aasshheess’’::  AArrttiissttss  sseeeekk  ttoo  hhoonnoorr  44  wwhhoo  ddiieedd  iinn  BBeeaattttiieess
FFoorrdd  RRooaadd  sshhoooottiinngg
GGLLEENNNN  BBUURRKKIINNSS
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CCoouunnttyy  lleeaaddeerrss  ddeeccllaarree  rraacciissmm  aa  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  ccrriissiiss

Glenn Burkins

June 17, 2020

AALLSSOO  RREEAADD

SEP. 21, 2020

SEP. 18, 2020

SEP. 18, 2020

GGiivviinngg  SSaarraahh
MMiinnggoo
SStteevveennssoonn  hheerr
flfloowweerrss::
CCoouunnttyy
ccoommmmiissssiioonneerrss
pprreesseenntt  tthhee
ttrraaiillbbllaazzeerr  wwiitthh
aa  pprrooccllaammaattiioonn
JJAANNEEYY  TTAATTEE

CCMMPPDD
sseerrggeeaanntt,,  ffoouurr
oofffificceerrss  ‘‘cciitteedd
ffoorr
tteerrmmiinnaattiioonn’’
rreellaattiinngg  ttoo  aann
iinn--ccuussttooddyy
ddeeaatthh
JJOONNAATTHHAANN
LLIIMMEEHHOOUUSSEE

DDeemmooccrraattss
wwoouulldd  eexxtteenndd
hheellpp  ttoo  hhaallff--
aa--mmiilllliioonn  NNCC
rreessiiddeennttss  lleefftt
oouutt  ooff
MMeeddiiccaaiidd
EELLVVIISS  MMEENNAAYYEESSEE

MMoorrnniinngg  BBrreeww

Join our 6,000-plus email subscribers and stay Charlotte-Smart.

SIGN UP

x

Giving Sarah Mingo Stevenson her flowers: County commissioners ... https://qcitymetro.com/2020/09/21/giving-sarah-mingo-stevenson-her...

8 of 9 9/21/20, 9:39 AM



SEP. 18, 2020

Read More

HHeerree’’ss  wwhhaatt
yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo
kknnooww
JJAANNEEYY  TTAATTEE
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