
Vol. 2, Ed. 1  January 30, 2015  
!
Happy!New!Year!Constituents!and!Friends,
!
The!2015!Long!Legislative!Session!has!ofAicially!convened!and!I!am!honored!to!be
returning!to!Raleigh!for!a!second!term!to!represent!District!38.!I!am!committed
to!continue!to!Aight!for!North!Carolina!values!and!support!policies!that!will!create
jobs!for!North!Carolinians.!As!a!public!servant,!I!am!committed!to!hear!the!needs
of!my!district!and!the!needs!of!the!great!state!of!North!Carolina,!which!is!why!I
am!asking!for!your!input!on!how!to!properly!run!our!state!government.
!
I!believe!that!good!government!is!based!on!the!individual!and!that!each!person’s
ability,! dignity,! freedom,! and! responsibility! must! be! honored! and! recognized.
These!are!the!values!that!have!made!North!Carolina!a!great!state,!and!to!this!date,
continues! to!be!a! friendly!state! to!raise!a! family,!open!a!business,!and!seek!out
economic!opportunity.!As!the!Legislature!begins!to!tackle!complex! issues,! I!will
support!and!advocate!for!proQbusiness!policies!that!expands!our!state’s!economic
health.
!
!
As! always,! please! continue! to! refer! to! the! North! Carolina! General! Assembly
www.ncleg.com,! to! track! information! on! committee! meetings,! bill! status,
legislative!updates,!etc.!!The!North!Carolina!state!government!www.ncgov.com!is
helpful!for!inQdepth!information!regarding!our!state!resources.

 

Committees
Agriculture/Env./Natural
Resources
!
Appropriations/Base!Budget
!
Appropriations!on!Dept.!of
Transportation
!
Commerce
!
Finance
(
Insurance
(
Rules!and!Operations!of!the
Senate

 
Transportation

 

 ***Legislative Update***  
 
Local(Government/

Resources
 
 
 
 

Mecklenburg County
Government

 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Charlotte
 
 
 
 

Charlotte City Council
 
 
 

 
 
 

Board of Mecklenburg
County Commissioners

 
 
 

(
Economic( Growth7( This! session! I! intend! to! continue! to! Aight! for! smart! proQ
business!policies!that’ll!expand!our!state’s!economy.!However,!the!NCGA!needs!to
act!on! improving!our!crumbling! infrastructure.!Transportation! infrastructure! is
the! gateway! to! economic! growth! because! it! creates! opportunity! for! economic
mobility.
(
Transportation*Crisis

·                                                        Transportation!funding!will!face!a!deAicit!ranging!from
$34BQ$94B!by!2040.

·                                                        30%!of!the!state’s!bridges!are!structurally!deAicient.
·                                                        Statewide!congestion!cost!are!rising
·                                                        By!midQ2015,!transportation!revenues!will!begin!to

decline
!
Room*for*growth

·                                                        We!must!ensure!that!we!properly!invest!in!our!state’s
infrastructure!demands.

·                                                        Proper!investment!will!have!a!signiAicant!return!on
investment!as!it!provides!room!for!growth!in!jobs,!wages,!and!grow!NC’s
gross!state!product.

!
Total(Impacts(of(Infrastructure(Spending((Construction(and(Long(Term)
Level!of!Service D!(Current) C B A
Level!of
Investment

$3.5!Billion $5.7!Billion $7.0!Billion $10!Billion
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Congresswoman Alma
Adams- NC 12th District

Investment
Jobs 50,050 81,510 100,100 143,000
Employee
Compensation

$36.15
Billion

$58.87
Billion

$72.3!Billion $103.28
Billion

Output $38.06
Billion

$61.98
Billion

$76.11
Billion

$108.73
Billion

Level!of!service!categorizes!the!performance!of!a!highway!by!quality!of!service!it!provides!on!a!scale!“A”!(best)!to!F
Sources:!NCDOT!2040!Plan!and!IMPLAN!modeling!Software

!
The( Hunt( Institution:! On! January! 12,! I! attended! the! 2015! Holshouser
Legislators!Retreat,!which!was!sponsored!by!the!Hunt!Institute.!Legislators!from
across!the!state!came!together!to!discuss!the!challenges!our!state!faces!with!our
public!education.!It!gave!us!an!opportunity!to!discuss!speciAic!education!policies
such!as!ways!to!capitalize!on!success.!I!believe!that!the!material!from!this!retreat
will!help!the!legislator!develop!common!sense!education!policies.

 ***SPECIAL THANKS***  
For(more(updates:

!
Follow!me!on!twitter

!
Like!my!facebook!page

!
General!Assembly

!

Thank!you!for!voicing!your!issues,!thoughts,!and!concerns!through!your!many!eQ
mails,!phone!calls,!and!ofAice!visits.!!I!appreciate!receiving!input!from!you!and!am
honored!to!be!serving!you!in!the!2015!Long!Legislative!Session.!Please!feel!free
to!contact!me,!or!my!ofAice.
!

Senator Joel D. M. Ford
North Carolina State Senate

Legislative Building
16 West Jones Street, Room 1119

Raleigh, NC 27601
(919) 733-5955 phone

(919) 754-3254 fax
Joel.Ford@ncleg.net

 

If!you!no!longer!wish!to!receive!this!newsletter,!please!click!here.  
!

!
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