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Legislative Update

After one final, failed attempt to pass H1224 which included a deadline by which
Mecklenburg needed to pass its ¼ cent sales tax, the General Assembly adjourned
sine die*. As a result, the General Assembly cannot return to Raleigh until January of
2015 unless called into special session by the Governor. While most of the County’s
efforts this year were defensive in nature, we did succeed in passing the Board’s goal
of giving counties greater flexibility in the use of storm water fees. Also, the state
budget included an increase in base pay for all public school teachers, a goal which
the Board supported. The budget also provided an additional $7.4 million statewide
for Child Protective Services to reduce caseloads to a ratio of 10:1. While we do not
yet know the specific amount of funding for Mecklenburg, we typically receive about
10% of funding provided to counties. 

In an effort to engage the Board and the delegation for the next legislative session,
staff has already begun compiling recommendations for items to be included on the
2015 legislative agenda. As always, please contact Brian Francis at 704-336-2611 if
you have any questions about the legislative session.
*”sine die” is a Latin phrase literally meaning “without day.” The final adjournment of the legislature is
referred to as “sine die” because they adjourn without a day to return.

 
Charitable Giving

The County is now accepting applications from non-profits who wish to participate in
the annual employee charitable giving campaign. Organizations must meet specific
criteria set by the Board. Any organization wishing to participate should complete the
application located at https://www.easymatch.com/mecklenburggive/ prior to
September 26, 2014.

 

Ribbon Cutting for Reid Park Academy Family Resource Center  

A ribbon cutting ceremony for the Reid Park Academy Family Resource Center will be
held on Friday, August 29 from 10 – 11:30 a.m. at the Amay James Annex, which is
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held on Friday, August 29 from 10 – 11:30 a.m. at the Amay James Annex, which is
located at 2415 Lester St. The program will include School Board members Tom Tate
and Mary McCray; Principal Garvin, Ann Clark, LaTarja Henry and Curtis Carroll from
CMS; Michelle Lancaster from Mecklenburg County; City Council member LaWana
Mayfield; as well as representatives from Reid Park Academy’s PTO and members of
the West Boulevard Community. An open house will be held immediately following the
ceremony.

The ribbon cutting event is open to the public and will recognize the community
partners located in the Family Resource Center, including Mecklenburg County DSS,
Communities in Schools, A Child’s Place, Mélange Health Solutions, ParentVOICE, the
Reid Park Neighborhood Association, and CMS’ Community Partnerships & Family
Engagement.

If you have questions about the ribbon cutting ceremony, contact Darrell Cunningham
with DSS via email.
 

County’s Flickr Page Reaches One Million Views

Mecklenburg County’s online photo-sharing site continues to be the focus of many
interested viewers. This month, the County’s Flickr site passed one million total views.
You can visit the site at this link.

There are more than 8,000 photos featuring County events, locations, and employees,
with more being added all the time. The pictures can be downloaded in multiple sizes,
from thumbnails up to the original resolution. Because these are government-
generated photos, they are free for everyone.

Click on the “Albums” icon to see specific events. As of this week, there are 193
albums posted.

Board members with questions may contact Public Information Director Danny Diehl
by email.
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