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The North Carolina General Assembly (NCGA) legislative Short Session continues to

& Manage Folders... drag along into the summer without any sign of adjourning. Both chambers in the

NCGA have come to a standstill over budget negotiations. Since early June, the NCGA
has put fourth various proposals with the budget in rare public hearings and
meetings with the Governor, but an agreement is far from being met. The Senate
moved closer to the House’s version of the budget, but it showed no sign of
compromise for House members.

Other key issues that have come before us in the last couple of weeks are Medicaid

Reform and local sales tax caps. These issues have sparked rigorous debate over
—eeodrees what our state government can and should not do. I believe that the proper function
of government is to do for the people those things that have to be done but cannot be
done, or cannot be done as well by individuals. The most effective government is
government closest to the people. As we continue to take up these controversial
issues, | will advocate for a government that is connected to every individual.

As always, please continue to refer to the North Carolina General Assembly,
www.ncleg.com, to track information on committee meetings, bill status, legislative
updates, etc. The North Carolina state government, www.ncgov.com, is helpful for in-
depth information regarding our state resources.

***Legislation Update***

End to Pension Spiking: The Senate passed HB 1195 on July 221 and it now moves forward to the Governor
for his signature. This act would prevent local governments and various state agencies from using the state
retirement plan to increase pensions for top officials at the end of their careers. This is a common sense bill that
would close loopholes in pensions spiking for those making over $100,000.

Local Sales Tax- HB 1224 would set a cap on local sales tax for North Carolina counties at 2.5%, which is the
current rate for Mecklenburg county. This bill would scale back the authority of our county government to
implement a quarter cent sales tax increase to fund our teachers’ pay, schools and libraries. The act also puts a
burden on counties if county commissioners need to exceed that cap in order to move forward with
transportation initiatives. I oppose local sales tax increase because it affects low income workers in our state;
however, I also respect the authority and local decisions of county governments. This act rejects individuals
from making local decisions on local sales tax usage.

NC Medicaid Modernization - The GOP introduced HB 1181 in order to reform our state’s Medicaid program.
The proposal would remove Medicaid from the DHHS and create a new government agency, composed of seven
politically appointed board members to oversee the program. It also moves the Medicaid program’s cost
controls under the jurisdiction of managed care organizations, which would be run by private insurance
companies. This maneuver creates a new unnecessary state agency and a new bureaucracy, and it leaves the
uncertainty of the proper delivery of the program to our state’s blind, elderly, and disabled. This act would
create the largest expansion of state government in state history.

Required Moped Registration- HB 1145 requires mopeds to be registered with the Division of Motor Vehicles
just as one would register a motorcycle. This act would also require all mopeds in usage to have an effective
insurance policy. The Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Department advocated for the requirement of moped
registration. I supported this bill because I believe that individuals riding these mopeds should be held
responsible for operating them on our state’s road and highway system.

***Budget Information***
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The new fiscal year started on July 15t and the GOP led legislature has failed to adopt a modified budget for the
new fiscal year. Last year, the legislature passed a two-year budget that would properly fund our state
government in this new fiscal year. However, the main priority of the NCGA Short Session is to modify the two-
year budget in order to address budget shortfalls or surpluses.

The Senate’s latest offer on major provisions: The House’s offer on similar provisions:

- Moves from a 11% teacher’s pay increase down to 8% - Proposes to increase teacher’s pay by 6%

- Cuts over 3,000 teacher assistants - Does not cut any teacher assistants

- Moves approximately $100 million back into Medicaid - Does not cut anyone from Medicaid benefits

- Cuts fewer elderly, disabled and poor from the program - Gives rank and file state employee raises of $1,000

- Gives rank and file state employee raises of $1,000

*#*DISTRICT/RELATED NEW S*#*

Grow America Act: President Obama and US
Department of Transportation Secretary, Anthony Foxx
introduced the Grow America Act earlier this summer.
The Act calls for the modernization of our nation’s
infrastructure and it creates millions of jobs in a time
where Americans are looking for work. The Act includes
the following:

- Reduction of project delays by issuing permits in a timely manner
- Moves to rebuild deteriorating roads and bridges

- Invest $199 billion for our nations highway and road system

- $72 billion for transit system modernization

- Proposal is funded through pro-growth business tax reform

- Grows the economy without adding to the national deficit

Learn more, here.

Charlotte Airport oversight still uncertain: Last
month, the legislature swept through a bill that continued
to play politics over who controls the Charlotte Airport.
The Charlotte Airport Commission met earlier this month
to understand the bill, but they had a hard time
understanding the language of legislation. This issue
remains in court.

Free Dental Care Opportunity: The North Carolina Dental Society’s “Missions of
Mercy,” will be coming to Charlotte on September 5-6. To date, this organization has
provided free dental care worth $20 million to over 50,000 North Carolinians.

Where: Charlotte Convention Center 501 S. College St. Charlotte, NC 28202

More information: Click here.

Community loses an inspiring social activist: Daisy Spears Stroud, a longtime
Charlotte- Mecklenburg teacher, philanthropist, and historian, died Wednesday, July

231 4t age 92. We honor her legacy and service to Mecklenburg County.

In the News-
‘Charlotte Airport to update Noise Exposure Maps. This effort could lead to
homeowners being bought out or receiving noise insulation. Read the Charlotte
Observer Press Release, here.
**ESPECIAL THANKS***
I want to give special thanks to my legislative intern, Josue Berduo, for his hard work and
dedication during this Legislative Short Session. Josue is an economics major at NC State
University. As always, thank you for voicing your issues, thoughts, and concerns through
your many e-mails, phone calls, and office visits during this Legislative Short Session. I
appreciate receiving input from you and am honored to be representing our district during
this 2014 legislative session. Please feel free to contact me, or my office.
Senator Joel D. M. Ford
— North Carolina State Senate
- Legislative Building
16 West Jones Street, Room 1119
Raleigh, NC 27601
(919) 733-5955 phone
(919) 754-3254 fax

Joel.Ford@ncleg.net

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please click here.
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