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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact:

Sharon Holm

Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-American Arts + Culture
704.547.3767 (office)

704.241.9172 (cell)

sharon@ganttcenter.org

GANTT CENTER TO HOST ANNUAL GANTTFEST!

Signature Festival to Serve as Official Unveiling of aoth

Anniversary Exhibitions

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (July 22, 2014) - The Harvey B. Gantt Center will host its annual GanttFest! on Saturday, July
26, 2014. GanttFest! will be held at the Center, with a full day of activities scheduled from 10am to 5pm.
Admission to GanttFest! is free for members and veterans and their families, for non-members, general
admission is S5.

“GanttFest! is the perfect opportunity to reintroduce the Center to the community,” said President & CEO
David R. Taylor “With community outreach and involvement as a key focus this year, we’re looking forward to
showing the community all that we have to offer.”

The Gantt Center’s signature festival — GanttFest! — is a daylong celebration of art and culture of the African
Diaspora. Designed as an intergenerational program for all Charlotteans, GanttFest is a fun and festive way to
highlight the Gantt Center’s mission, and support local and national artists.

GanttFest! activities will include hands on workshops, performances, films, food and more for the entire
community to enjoy. A special edition of Black Cinema Series, DJ Showcase by With These Handz DJ Academy
and a caricature workshop with artist Lena Jackson are among the many activities scheduled for the day.

GanttFest! attendees will have the opportunity to try out their DJ Skills on a special turntable station and enjoy
musical performances by Mother Blues, Funk Rush, Story Squad, and A Sign of the Times.

Morrison Healthcare will be on site with its Mindful Choices® Wellness Table and conduct a health-conscious
southern cooking demo featuring Chef Cary Neff.

Neff, who leads the Morrison Healthcare Culinary Team as Vice President of Corporate Culinary Service, will
demonstrate new healthy twists on classic Southern dishes. Join him, and two "sous chefs" from Big Brothers

Big Sisters,
and learn healthy cooking techniques and creative ways to add flavor and nutritional value.

The Morrison Healthcare Wellness team will be on-hand to give away recipes and healthy snacks as part of its
comprehensive Mindful Choices® wellness and sustainability platform. The team will also conduct free body
fat testing to help you begin your wellness journey!

Food will also be available at participating food trucks: Gold Fingers, Belly Backers, Unique Endeavors - The
Cool Zone, Sugar. Homemade Gourmet Donuts, and The Chrome Toaster. GanttFest! beverages have been
sponsored by Sprite.
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GanttFest! will serve as the official unveiling of the Center’s 40t Anniversary exhibitions — The John and Vivian
Hewitt Collection of African-American Art, 40 and Counting: Celebrating Forty Years at the Gantt Through Art,
Culture and Community, and Selected Works of J. Eugene Grigsby, Jr.: Returning to Where the Artistic Seed was
Planted.

A guided tour of 40 and Counting lead by guest curator Kim Curry-Evans will also be available during
GanttFest! at 1pm.

John and Vivian Hewitt Collection of African American Art

Over a 50 year period, John and Vivian Hewitt visited galleries, artists’ studios, and exhibitions, collecting
hundreds of paintings, etchings, and sketches. The Hewitt Collection of African-American Art, an assemblage of
fifty-eight works, celebrates the expression and passion of twenty artists, including Romare Bearden, Margaret
Burroughs, Jonathan Green, Jacob Lawrence, Elizabeth Catlett, and Henry Ossawa Tanner.

40 and Counting: Celebrating Forty Years at the Gantt Center Through Art, Culture and Community

40 and Counting shines a light on the organization’s forty-year journey through its extensive exhibition history,
illuminating the Gantt Center’s rich focus on the visual arts and its influence on the arts in the Charlotte
region.

40 and Counting also celebrates the artists, curators, staff members and volunteers who labored to present a
wide range of exhibits and related programming. Featured in 40 and Counting are works shown previously in
sixteen very different exhibitions, and includes paintings, works on paper, sculpture, African art, textiles,
photography and even public art. The varied artworks are just a sample offering and provide a tantalizing
glimpse into the past.

Selected Works of J. Eugene Grigsby, Jr.: Returning to Where the Artistic Seed was Planted

This exhibition, Selected Works of J. Eugene Grigsby, Jr.: Returning to Where the Artistic Seed was Planted, is
designed to allow a glimpse into one aspect of Grigsby’s creative career—his paintings—and trace them back
to where their concept originated. Eugene Grigsby was born in Greensboro, North Carolina. His interest in art
was cultivated when his family moved to Charlotte where his father was appointed Principal of Second Ward
High School.

The works that are shown are representative of the entire spectrum of his artistic career, including some of his
earlier works which were heavily influenced by Hale Woodruff, pieces that reflect his international experience,
personal societal perspective, as well as pieces influenced by his strong sense of family. One can clearly
discern the influence of African images in many of his pieces, as well as influences from South America,
particularly Brazil, in works reminiscent of the bright colors he encountered among the people there.

There are 30 works of art in this exhibition, some of which are on display for the first time.

ABOUT HARVEY B. GANTT CENTER FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN ARTS + CULTURE
Founded in 1974, Charlotte’s Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-American Arts + Culture (formerly the Afro-

American Cultural Center) exists to present, preserve and celebrate the art, history and culture of African-
Americans and those of African descent through dance, music, visual and literary arts, film, educational
programs, theatre productions and community outreach. Named for Harvey B. Gantt, the prominent Charlotte
architect and community leader and former Mayor of Charlotte, the Center is housed in an inspired and
distinguished award-winning structure and is home to the nationally celebrated John and Vivian Hewitt
Collection of African-American art. Please visit www.ganttcenter.org

About Morrison Healthcare

Morrison Healthcare is a leading national food and nutrition services company exclusively dedicated to serving
more than 600 hospitals and healthcare systems. Morrison's hospital kitchens, restaurants and cafés feature
socially responsible practices and exceptional guest experiences. The company's Mindful Choices ® wellness
and sustainability platform includes the latest in healthful eating and an understanding of behavioral change in
food consumption. Morrison has joined the Partnership for a Healthier America's (PHA) Hospital Healthy Food
Initiative by committing 400 of its hospitals to improve the nutrition of patient meals and onsite food options.
Morrison's alignment with PHA positively impacts up to 41 million patients and 500 million hospital meals
annually. The Atlanta-based company was named one of Modern Healthcare magazine's "Top 100 Best Places
to Work in Healthcare in 2013". The company is a division of Compass Group and has more than 1,300
registered dietitians, 450 executive chefs and 19,000 professional food service team members. Visit
www.morrisonhealthcare.com for more information.
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Sharon Holm
Marketing Specialist
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