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Greetings!Constituents!and!Friends,
!
The!North!Carolina!General!Assembly!(NCGA)!2014!Short!Session!continues!to
move! into! the! summer!with! various! bills!moving! in! both! chambers.! ! The!past
couple!of!weeks,!both!chambers!have!pushed! forth!various!bills!as! the!session
winds! down! to! a! close.! Some! of! the! bills! being! rushed! into! law! have! been
controversial,!including!the!Charlotte!Airport!Commissions!ClariGication!bill.
!
Both! the! House! and! the! Senate! proposed! its! version! of! the! 2014J2015! state
budget!earlier!this!month.!The!proposals!have!provisions!that!include!increases
in!teacher!pay,!extensive!department!cuts,!and!Medicaid!changes.!Upon!review!of
both! the! House! and! Senate! budgets,! there! are! major! Giscally! irresponsible
missteps! in! both! versions.! The! Senate! budget! left! a!Medicaid! shortfall! of! $60
million! and! the! House! budget! overestimated! lottery! revenue! that! would! have
been!used!to!increase!teacher!pay.
!
As! of! now,! both! the! Senate! and! the! House! are! in! negotiations! trying! to
compromise!on!a!Ginal!budget.!As!this!process!moves!forward,!I!encourage!you
to!stay!informed!with!the!budget!procedure.
!
As! always,! please! continue! to! refer! to! the! North! Carolina! General! Assembly,
www.ncleg.com,! to! track! information! on! committee! meetings,! bill! status,
legislative! updates,! etc.! ! The! North! Carolina! state! government! website,
www.ncgov.com,! is! helpful! for! inJdepth! information! regarding! our! state
resources.
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***LEGISLATION UPDATE***  

!
HB(133-(Charlotte(Airport(Commission(Clari5ication(Act:(Republican!lawmakers!rushed!and!passed
HB!133!in!both!chambers.!This!bill!adds!more!meddling!into!local!issues!over!who!oversees!the!Charlotte
Douglass!International!Airport.!Last!year!GOP!lawmakers!fought!to!take!away!the!airport!from!the!City!of
Charlotte’s!oversight!and!move!it!under!the!jurisdiction!of!a!separate!commission.!That!argument!went
to!court!and!continues!in!court.!!The!Mayor!of!Charlotte!asked!the!General!Assembly!to!stand!down,!but
GOP! senate! members! ignored! the! City.! Controversial! local! bills! are! never! considered! during! Short
Session;!however,!Republicans!bypassed! that! rule!and!successfully!hurled! the!bill! through! the!NCGA.! I
expressed!my!strong!concerns!over!this!bill!and!voted!against!it.
(

HB(230-Read(to(Achieve(Clari5ication:!The!Read!to!Achieve!segment!of!the!Excellence!Public!Schools
Act!was!reformed!earlier!in!the!short!session.!These!Gixes!were!passed!by!both!the!House!and!the!Senate
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Newsletter from Senator Joel Ford
Colette Forrest [cforrest6@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2014 9:02 AM
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Act!was!reformed!earlier!in!the!short!session.!These!Gixes!were!passed!by!both!the!House!and!the!Senate
and!signed!by!the!governor.!The!new!changes!call! for!at! least!72!hours!of!reading!instruction!during!a
summer!reading!camp!for!students!who!do!not!meet!reading!requirements!by!the!third!grade.!The!law
still! requires! students! to!be!held!back! a! year! if! they!do!not!meet! reading! requirements!by! the! fourth
grade.! The! changes! also! grant! schools! more! Glexibility! in! testing! and! other! methods! to! determine! a
student’s!reading!skills.!I!supported!the!modiGications!to!Read!to!Achieve!because!I!believe!our!schools
should!be!given!the!freedom!to!determine!how!to!test!students!reading!proGiciency.
!
SB(729-Coal(Ash(Management(Act(of(2014:!I!support!this!legislation!because!it!calls!for!a!much!needed
aggressive!approach!to!the!closure!of!all!Duke!Energy!coal!ash!sites!within!the!next!15!years,!in!the!wake
of! the!Dan!River!spill.!More! than!100!million! tons!of!existing!ash!would!either!have! to!be!removed!or
completely!sealed!in!order!to!prevent!future!contamination!of!groundwater.!A!nineJmember!commission,
appointed!by!the!NCGA!and!the!governor,!will!oversee!the!closure!plans!enacted!by!Duke!Energy.!This
bill!also orders!that!all!future!coal!ash!disposals!must!be!managed!in!new!or!existing!lined!landGills!with
extensive! groundwater! monitoring.! Additionally,! it! also! stops! the! NC! Utilities! Commission! from
recovering!cleanup!costs!caused!by!coal!ash!spills.!I!sponsored!an!amendment!which!closes!loopholes
that! requires! companies! to! act! upon! issuing! request! for!proposals! for!beneGicial! use!of! coal! ash.! ! The
amendment!garnered!biJpartisan!support!and!was!favorably!passed.
!
SB(812-(Common(Core(Replacement:!The!Senate!proposed!a!bill!earlier!this!month!that!would!create!a
new!Academic!Standards!Review!Commission,!appointed!by!the!legislature!and!the!Governor,!to!review
new! academic! standards.! The! state! board! would! have! to! work! with! the! new! Commission! when
considering! new! Math! and! English! standards.! It! also! leaves! room! for! using! Common! Core,! with
modiGication,!as!a!basis!for!new!state!adopted!standards.!I!oppose!this!effort!in!trying!to!take!the!state
away! from! Common! Core! standards.! I! support! high! standards! that! encourage! our! children! to! think
critically!and!succeed.!!
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NC(Eugenics(Board(Program(Deadline:( (The!deadline! for! submitting! claims! for
consideration! to! the! NC! Eugenics! Board! is! June! 30,! 2014.! ! Claims! must! be
submitted!by!mail!and!postmarked!by!June!30,!2014!to:!!NC!Justice!for!Sterilization
Victims! OfGice,! 1330! Mail! Service! Center,! Raleigh,! NC! 27699J1330,! phone! (919)
807J4270! or! 1J877J550J6013! (toll! free! in! NC).! ! Claims! can! be! downloaded! by
accessing!the!NCJSVO!website,!www.sterilizationvictims.nc.gov.
(

FAA( Charlotte( Region( Airspace( Project:! The! Federal! Aviation! Administration
(FAA)! is! preparing! an! Environmental! Assessment! to! study! the! potential
environmental!effects!related!to!a!new!FAA!project.!The!project!will!take!a!look!at
improving! Glight!patterns!and!ways!to!make! Glight!routes!more!efGicient.!The! Ginal
plans!for!this!project!have!not!yet!been!released,!but! feel! free! to!contact!me!with
any!questions!or!concerns!about!this!initiative.
!
Opportunity( Scholarship( Program:! The! Opportunity! Grant! Scholarship,
established! by! the!NCGA! in! 2013,! provides! grants! to! certain! eligible! students! in
North!Carolina!for!qualiGied!nonJpublic!schools.
!
To!qualify!for!this!scholarship,!students!must!reside!in!a!household!with!an!income
level!not!in!excess!of!the!amount!required!for!federal!or!reduced!lunch.! !Students
must!also!be!full!time!students,!have!not!yet!graduated!from!high!school!and!have
attended!a!NC!public!school!during!the!2014!spring!semester.
!
There! are! approximately! 1160! eligible! families! and! 2020! eligible! kids! in
Mecklenburg! county! that! could! beneGit! from! this! opportunity.! For! more
information!on!the!Opportunity!Scholarship!Program,!please!click!here.
!
Road(Closure:! The! North! Carolina! Transportation! Department! will! temporarily
close!a! section!of!Beatties!Ford!Rd.!over!McIntyre!Creek! in!Charlotte!on!Monday,
June!16th,!at!9!am.! !The!road!will!undergo!a!necessary!bridge!replacement!and! it
will!not!open!until!September!17th.!!TrafGic!will!be!detoured!from!Beatties!Ford!Rd.
to! Sunset!Rd.! to! Reames!Rd.! to! Lakeview!Rd.! back! to! Beatties! Rd.! ! For! real! time
travel!information!call!511!at!any!time!or!visit!their!trafGic!website.
!
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!
!

Thank( You! to! the! several! outstanding
counselors! with! Charlotte! Mecklenburg
School!System!who!stopped!by!my!ofGice!on
June!12th!! !They!work! tirelessly! to!provide
our! students! the! tools! to! succeed! in! our
public!schools!in!the!Charlotte!area.!
!
Pictured:! Laura!Henry,! Terri! Smith,! Janet! Kraft,! and!Marie
Delaney

!
!

 

***SPECIAL THANKS***  

For(more(updates:

!

Follow!me!on!twitter

!

Like!my!facebook!page

!

General!Assembly

!

Thank!you!for!continuing!to!voice!your!issues,!thoughts,!and!concerns!through!your
many!eJmails,!phone!calls,!and!ofGice!visits!during!this!Legislative!Short!Session.!!!I
am!here!to!help!you!in!any!way!that!I!can.

 

Senator Joel D. M. Ford
North Carolina State Senate

Legislative Building
16 West Jones Street, Room 1119

Raleigh, NC 27601
(919) 733-5955 phone

(919) 754-3254 fax
Joel.Ford@ncleg.net
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