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            Senator Ford Notes Eugenics Deadline Fast Approaching 

Raleigh, N.C.-  Victims of North Carolina’s state-sponsored sterilization program have until June 30, 
2014 to file claims for compensation through the North Carolina Justice for Sterilization Office victims’ 
compensation program.  Between 1929 and 1974, North Carolina and 31 other states supported 
eugenics, the science of improving the human population through the control of hereditary qualities.  
The Eugenics Board of North Carolina authorized the forced sterilization of approximately 7,600 
people, mostly female and some young as 10 years old.   The victims were classified according to 
three categories: mental illness, epilepsy and feebleminded (which usually meant a low IQ score). The 
Board also considered personal factors such as sexual activity and whether or not they were   poverty 
stricken.  Claims forms can be accessed at www.sterilizationvictims.nc.gov, and must be submitted 
and postmarked to the NC Justice for Sterilization Office, 1330 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-
1330 by Monday, June 30th (toll free phone number in NC is 1-877-550-6013). 
 
“I understand that Mecklenburg County has the state’s highest number of Eugenics victims.  I want to 
ensure that all verified victim claims are received by the deadline” said Ford.  “Recognition and 
compensation for this shameful practice is long overdue.”  Sen. Ford is currently serving his first term 
in the N.C. Senate. 
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