WHERE IS THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY?
THE GEOGRAPHY OF INTERGENERATIONAL MOBILITY IN THE U.S.

Raj Chetty, Nathaniel Hendren, Patrick Kline, and Emmanuel Saez

Is"America still the “Tand of opportunity”? We show that this question does not have a clear answer because the
economic outcomes of children from low income families vary substantially within the U.S. Some cities have rates
of upward income mobility comparable to the most mobile countries in the world, while others have lower rates of
mobility than any developed country. These geographical differences in upward mobility are strongly correlated
with five primary factors: segregation, income inequality, local school quality, social capital, and family structure.
For further information, see the non-technical summary and the complete paper.

Note: This map shows the average percentile rank of children who grow up in below-median income families across areas of the U.S. (absolute
upward mobility). Lighter colors represent areas where children from low-income families are more likely to move up in the income distribution.
To look up statistics for your own city, use the interactive version of this map created by the New York Times.

Upward Mobility in the 50 Biggest Cities: The Top 10 and Bottom 10

Rank Odds of Reaching Top Fifth Rank Odds of Reaching Top Fifth
Starting from Bottom Fifth Starting from Bottom Fifth
1 San Jose, CA 12.9% 41 Cleveland, OH 51%
2 8San Francisco, CA 12.2% 42 St Louis, MO 5.1%
3 Washington DC, DC 11.0% 43 Raleigh, NC 5.0%
4 Seattle, WA 10.9% 44 Jacksonville, FL 4.9%
5 Salt Lake City, UT 10.8% 45 Columbus, OH 4.9%
& New York, NY 10.5% 46 Indianapolis, IN 4.9%
7 Boston, MA 10.5% 47 Dayton, OH 4.9%
8 San Diego, CA 10.4% 48 Atlanta, GA 45%
9 Newark, NJ 10.2% 49 Milwaukee, WI 4.5%
10 Manchester, NH 10.0% 50 Charlotte, NC 4.4%
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Poverty Quick Facts
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