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From: Joel Ford <joeldford@gmail.com>
To: Steve Johnston <sjohnston@tueforumclt.org>
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Joel Ford Legislative Update
Date: Wed, 5 Jun 2013 10:30:16 -0400
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Please add.
Joel D. M. Ford
Please forgive any typos as this message was sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Senator Joel Ford " <info@votejoelford.com>
Date: June 3, 2013, 5:19:55 PM EDT
To: joeldford@gmail.com

Subject: Sen. Joel Ford Legislative Update
Reply-To: info@votejoelford.com

—N.C. SENATE—

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Vol. 1, Ed. 5 - June, 2013

Greetings Constituents and Friends,

Last week the North Carolina Senate passed its version of the $20.6 billion budget- S.B.
402. ] believe the goals of our state budget should be to empower communities to create
good, sustainable jobs, provide quality education to all North Carolina students, provide
affordable healthcare for North Carolinians, build necessary infrastructure and ensure
q(_:countz_ibili'gv ‘for tgxpre‘wer‘d‘qllarg. This bu‘dget falls s_hor;!:ﬂoﬂnnma_gy frqnts. lam
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package that shifts the tax burden to the middle class and working families -the backbone
of our economy- in order to pay for unfair tax breaks for corporations and wealthy
individuals. I support tax reform, however, not on the shoulders of the middle class and
working poor!

Our state's innemnlavment rate is currentlv 8.9 nercent. the fifth hishest in the countrv.
with manv of our counties consistentlv faced with douhle-digit unemnlovment. Providin
nnnecessarv tax hreaks for cornorations and the wealthv while increasine sales taxes on
goonds and services such as food. nrescrintion drues. and social securitv does not help our
economv. Praovidine inwarranted tax hreaks for cornorations and the wealthv while
slashine 10.000 teachers' and teacher assistants' iohs in nuhlic schools. vet thsidizing
vouchers for nrivate schools with minimal resulations and accountahilitv. does not
nromaote aualitv education. Providine unwanted tax hreaks for cornorations and the
wealthv while not nrovidine raises to state emnlovees, teachers or state highway patrol
officers does not help middle class working families.

[ urge you to continue to be diligently informed about issues of importance involving
your state government. Please refer to the North Carolina General Assembly

website, www.ncleg.net<http://www.ncleg.net>, to track information on committee meetings,
bill status, legislative updates, etc. The North Carolina state government

website, www.ncgov.com<http://www.ncgov.com>, is helpful for in-depth information regarding

our state resources.
**LEGISLATION UPDATE***

The following recaps some of the bills that received lively discussion in committees
and/or on the Senate floor.

I.egislation Passed-

H.R. 4. 1IT Fund Solvencv & Prasram Chanses - The House and Senate acted without
hesitation earlier this session to annrave a hill reducing unemnlovment henefits to pay
down the state's debt more quickly. The governor signed the bill into law on 3-06-13.
S.B. 4, No N.C. Exchange/No Medicaid Expansion- One of the first bills to pass the House
and Senate and get the governor's signature which prevents the state from adding more
low-income people to Medicaid and blocks the implementation of a state-based health
insurance exchange under the federal law. It was signed and became law on 3-06-13.

I.esislation Still Alive-

H.R. 589. VIVA (Vater Information Verification Act)- Reanires voters to show nhoto
identification at nolls at a cost of $2.3 million for implementation. It is presently in
Senate Rules Committee.

H.R. 944. Onnortunitv Scholarshin Act - nrovides that the State Education Assistance
Authaoritv will. no later than Tiine 1 of each vear. make annlications availahle ta elisihle
students and award scholarshin orants to attend anv nonnublic school. The school
vourcher hill would. at a2 minimum. sinhon annroximatelv $100 million over three vears
from nuhlic education in North Carolina to give $4.200 ner vear to families wishino to
send their children to private institutions. H.B. 944 is presently in House Appropriations
Committee.

S.R. 76. Domestic Enerov Iohs Act - Lifts the state's fracking moratoriium in 2015 and
allows deen-well iniection of fracking waste - presently referred to the House Commerce
and Toh Develonment Committee.

S.R. 81. Charlotte Regional Airnort Authoritv - Estahlishes the Charlotte Regional Airnort
Authoritv. consisting of eleven memhers with duties which include acanirine.
administerine. or otherwise resulatine airnorts and/or landing fields for use hv airnlanes
and other aircraft and all facilities incidental ta their oneration. within the limits of
Mecklenhure Countv. S.B. 81 also authorizes the Authoritv to acauire anv real or
personal property from Mecklenburg County or Charlotte, which may be necessary for

the construction. oneration. or maintenance of anv airnort or facilities located in
Mecklenburg County. The bill has been referred to the House Transportation Committee.

***SPECIAL THANKS***
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