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Revered Melvin Whitley is a Raleigh North Carolina native. After graduating from J.W Ligon high school, Melvin attended Shaw University to study Theology. At the age of 19 he joined the United States Marine Corps and served in Vietnam before receiving an honorable discharged in 1969. He went back to school at NC State to study Urban Planning.

    

As a community organizer for four decades, Melvin Whitley has worked all over the Country, to develop political empowerment in targeted low-income neighborhoods. He has enjoyed success because of his ability to build coalition campaigns with other neighborhood organizations at the local, state and national levels.

Here in Durham, Revered Whitley has encouraged coalition building to get Politicians to make the connection that the appearance of our neighborhoods impact crime. He lead a Coalition that endorsed a plan that would end plea-bargains in violent gun-related crimes. Today more gun cases go to trial. Melvin organized and pushed the City to close all Strip Clubs in the high crime area of East Durham.

Revered Whitley the primary organizer for “Operation Pipe Dream,” made news in late August 2007 when he delivered letters to 31 Durham convenience stores that allegedly sold the love roses (crack pipes), asking them to stop selling the item. He also told state lawmakers and Durham City Council members that anyone over 18 can buy ammunition without being subjected to any background check. That means felons, who aren’t allowed to own guns or ammo, can buy bullets at will. He won support from both the City and the County to ask for legislative action on selling crack pipes and stopping the selling ammunition to felons.

Melvin Whitley is the Outreach Minister at Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church, Former Political Director for the Durham NAACP, President of Y.E. Smith, Neighborhood Association, member of the Durham Crime Cabinet, Congregation Outreach Chair for Democracy North Carolina, a Chairman of Durham ACORN, Clean Energy Durham Board, member of Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, Outreach Chairman for Men in Recovery (Homeless Veterans), Co-Chair Partner Against Crime Distract One, a member The Durham Religious Coalition, a member of Durham Capital Improvement Advisory Council, a member of the Northeast Central Durham Leadership Council, a member Holton Center Advisory Group, a member of the Area Board of Mental Health. Revered Whitley was licensed to preach the Gospel on March 13th 2003 and Ordained January 27, 2008. His life is a record of how God can use people.

Revered Whitley is happily married to Claudette Whitley, a Durham native. He has three children: Tene, Jermaine, and Emanuel Whitley.

