[image: image1.jpg]pride entrepreneur education program



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Pauline Feimster
Pride Entrepreneur Education Program
704-375-9553

pauline@pridecommunications.net
Local Students Will Be Empowered to Become Business Owners During Innovative Summer Program
Pride Entrepreneur Education Program (PEEP), in collaboration with Firm Foundations of the Carolinas, Inc., works to close the achievement gap and advance youth entrepreneurship
Charlotte, NC (June 3, 2013)—Area students will have the opportunity to learn the ins and outs of starting a business  and will be encouraged to “start NOW”, thanks to a program being hosted by  PEEP and Firm Foundations.  From June 24th through August 16th on the campus of Johnson C. Smith University (JCSU), participants in Teens TOGETHER Summer 2013: The PEEP Experience will travel the business development path through classroom instruction, hands-on activities and as they meet local business owners.  In addition to a focus on financial literacy and entrepreneurship, students ages 10 to 14 will be engaged in enrichment activities that combat summer learning loss and instill within them skills for success in school and life.  The eight week program culminates with “The Big Idea”, an exciting competition where students pitch their business ideas.   
“PEEP sees entrepreneurship education as an important tool that can help close the achievement gap because it emphasizes academic, leadership and life skills.  The PEEP and Firm Foundations summer program will teach skills that can benefit students whether they decide to pursue entrepreneurship or not.  The concepts taught are so valuable because they encourage creative thinking, show young people how to invest in their own potential and highlight the importance of education,” said Pauline Feimster, director.  “Firm Foundations is excited to join PEEP in their efforts to encourage academic excellence and youth entrepreneurship by providing this fun summer learning program for young people.  Collaborations such as this help to ensure bright futures for more young people and ultimately benefit the entire community,” says Kim Roseboro, director of Firm Foundations.
The cost of the program is $75/week.  For more details or to register for Teens TOGETHER Summer 2013: The PEEP Experience, call 704-375-9553.
About Pride Entrepreneur Education Program
PEEP is a charitable organization that exists to help eliminate future socio-economic disparities in the African American community by promoting education, entrepreneurship and financial literacy among youth ages 10 to 25.  Since its inception, PEEP has reached hundreds of local youth and has awarded over $70,000 in scholarships.   www.peepcharlotte.org 
About Firm Foundations of the Carolinas, Inc.
Firm Foundations is a not-for-profit organization whose purpose is to EDUCATE, INSPIRE and EMPOWER adolescents. Firm Foundations’ youth development initiative specifically designed for middle and high school aged students provides  mentoring, academic achievement, enrichment activities, and prevention and intervention programming.   www.firmfoundationsinc.org

