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The “Real Men Talking” Multimedia Stage Play comes to Charlotte, North Carolina

Charlotte, NC-  “Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools’ dropout rate rose to six-year high in 2007, driven by a surge in Black and Hispanic teens leaving school, a state report released Thursday shows… All told, the report found just over 2,500 teens dropped out of CMS last year – and the 788-dropped increase was by far the state’s largest.”  - Charlotte Observer, February 8, 2008
Various community organizations are partnering to support the powerful, nationally-acclaimed multimedia production of “Real Men Talking,” (www.realmentalking.com) debuting in Charlotte on Friday, May 30, at the McGlohon Theatre - Spirit Square at 8:00 pm.
“Real Men Talking” explores what it means to be a “REAL” man by spotlighting five different male characters in different stages of manhood as they discuss various topics such as: education, crime, fatherhood, respect, history, gangs, and self-esteem.  
The RMT cast and director are no strangers to the stage and media. Credits include: 

· Roles in movies “Barbershop” “Barbershop II” and “Roll Bounce,” weekly series “Hack” and HBO’s “Greenlight” project;

· Music production for artists ranging from Gerald Levert to Mystical;

· Contributing author to the best-seller Chicken Soup for the Soul book series; and 

· Features in Black Entertainment Television (BET) and Essence Magazine. 

“Real Men Talking” has video appearances from the man-next-door to some of America’s highest profile celebrities like by Dr. Cornel West, Common, Chuck D, Anthony Hamilton, Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, and others.

At the end of the performance, community members will participate in a facilitated discussion about the critical need for more positive role models to get involved.  Afterward, local organizations will promote opportunities and resources to connect mentors with youth in the community.  Youth and adults are invited to attend this event because it is a family production.  

For ticket information, contact the Theater's Box Office at (704) 372-1000. If you will like to attend but are unable to purchase a ticket at regular price, there are a limited number of sponsorship tickets available. Call 704-542-0844 for more information. The primary objective of “Real Men Talking” is to create a movement of accountability and responsibility amongst today’s young people so they maximize their true potential. 
